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Data sourced from the Births, Deaths and Marriage registries (BDM data) has been
integrated into case records on the NCIS to help strengthen national completeness of
indigenous status and country of birth data.
This initiative helps to maximise the information available on the NCIS about deceased
persons whose death has been reported to a coroner.
Enhancing key data
Indigenous identification and country of birth are important variables on the NCIS. They
allow approved system users to monitor and analyse death trends involving persons of
various backgrounds.
These variables are not consistently collected across the coronial system:


Country of birth is listed as Unlikely to be known in approximately 36 per cent of closed
case records on the NCIS



Indigenous origin is listed as Unlikely to be known in around 25 per cent of records on
the NCIS.

Recent studies have shown the benefit that data integration can have in improving the
coverage of certain variables within data collections.
An Australian Institute of Health and Welfare 2019 publication found that combining a range
of selected data sets with the National Death Index allowed for the identification of an
additional 27 per cent of indigenous death records.1
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Australian Institute of Health and Welfare 2019. Improving Indigenous identification in mortality estimates. Cat
no. IHW 215. Canberra: AIHW.
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Supporting death and injury prevention
An increase in the completeness of data about indigenous identification and birthplace on
the NCIS will allow users to obtain a more representative picture of the prevalence and type
of fatalities that involve people from various backgrounds.
The NCIS Unit conducted a comparison of coronial data and BDM data for deaths
reported/registered between 2006 and 2015 to better understand the value the BDM data
could bring to the system.
This comparison identified BDM data had a meaningful value for indigenous identification
and birthplace in 99 per cent of instances where coronial data about these variables was
unavailable on the NCIS.

SYSTEM CHANGES
Display of BDM data
Coronial data about indigenous origin and country of birth will continue to be displayed on
each case record on the NCIS and be marked as originating from a coroners court.
BDM data is displayed separately but alongside the coronial data and marked as originating
from the registry (see Attachment A, Figure 1).
Whenever a user requests the Indigenous origin and/or Country of birth fields to be returned
from a system search, both data sources (coronial and BDM) will be displayed (see
Attachment A, Figure 2).
Data coverage
BDM data is available for most2 deaths reported/registered between 2006 and 20173.
Additional data will be added into NCIS annually in line with the release of the Cause of
Death Unit Record File (COD URF) by the Australian Co-ordinating Registry (ACR).

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
Where does the BDM data come from?
BDM data about Indigenous status and Birthplace originates from the information provided
to the relevant state or territory registry when a death is registered.
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There may be some records where a match between the NCIS case and BDM registration could not be

confidently made. In a review of ten years of coronial cases reported between 2006 and 2015, 93 per cent of
coronial records had BDM data that could be matched.
3

Data for deaths registered prior to 2006 is not available within the Cause of Death Unit Record File format.
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The Death Registration application form (DRF) and/or the Medical Certificate of Cause of
Death (MCCD) contain fields that relate to this information.
Why are the two data sources not consolidated to show one value in the relevant field?
It is important that the coronial data collected about a deceased’s indigenous origin and
country of birth continue to be clearly represented in the NCIS.
Separately displaying the two data sources supports transparency surrounding the origin of
the data and allows users to determine their confidence in the values displayed. For example,
should both the coronial and BDM data contain the same value, users can be confident it is
an accurate representation of that variable.
What will happen if there is conflicting coronial and BDM data?
The NCIS Unit’s comparison work indicates that in more than 90 per cent of cases where
coronial data about these variables are available on the NCIS, BDM data is consistent with
information provided by the coroners court.
In the small proportion of cases where the data contained in the coronial and BDM data sets
are inconsistent, the NCIS Unit will not attempt to resolve these inconsistencies as there is no
practical way to determine which data source comprises the correct value.
NCIS users who have access to data from both sources should determine which rules they
will apply to produce an overall determination of indigenous identification or birthplace.
The NCIS Unit will develop internal rules about such data conflicts for use in its own reports
and publications.
Do I need to conduct separate searches across the two data sources to identify relevant
cases?
No. The NCIS search function has been designed so that users only need to enter their
criteria in the one search field (the existing fields for Indigenous origin and Country of birth),
and the system will identify any case records from either data source that match the values
entered.
Do I need to redesign any existing saved queries?
No. As the fields that are used to search for indigenous identification or birthplace remain
the same on the NCIS Query Design screen, your existing saved queries will still work. They
will now simply search across both BDM and coronial data sources.
Should I rerun previous searches to identify more cases of relevance?
This is an individual decision. It may be useful to rerun searches across the database to find
any additional cases based upon the information now available from the BDM. Factors such
as the reporting period of cases being examined, the number and type of jurisdictions being
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accessed and how much flexibility there is in relation to your case identification period will
influence this decision.
Is there information about the coverage and limitations of the two data sources?
Data quality statements that relate to coronial and BDM sources for indigenous and
birthplace data are available on the NCIS website under About the Data – Data Sources.
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ATTACHMENT A
Figure 1. How BDM data will be displayed on an NCIS case record

BDM data positioned adjacent to equivalent coronial data field. Data source is clearly labelled
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Figure 2. How BDM data will be displayed in Query Design search results

Coronial and BDM data are returned side by side, and are clearly labelled to indicate the data source
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