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Introduction 

 

What is the National Coronial Information System? 

An initiative of the Australian Coroners Society, the National Coronial Information System (NCIS) is the 
worldôs first collection of national coronial information, storing data concerning every death reported to an 
Australian coroner since 1 July 2000.  It is becoming a valuable hazard identification and death 
prevention tool for coroners and research agencies.   

The information recorded about each of these deaths is designed to meet the needs of Coroners and 
other data users.  The database is accessible to authorised users via a web search interface and contains 
a core data set of fields common to all cases.  It also allows for the attachment of relevant reports such as 
police narratives, autopsy and toxicology reports and coronial findings. 

All Australian states and territories contribute to the NCIS.  Data collection commenced as of 1 July 2000, 
with the exception of Queensland who commenced submission as of 1 January 2001.   

New Zealand commenced contributing to the NCIS during 2010-2011, although data is available from 1 
July 2007.  

The data contained in the NCIS is provided by participating coronial offices, with the comprehensiveness 
of the data therefore based on content in the coronial files.  A quality assurance program that seeks to 
improve any deficiencies in data quality is managed by the NCIS team. 

The majority of the core data items have been adopted from existing sources.  Preference was given to 
standards that have official status in Australia or at an international level as these standards apply to 
much of the data with which the NCIS data may be compared.  In addition the standards already have 
well defined processes in place for maintenance and development.  The variety of classifications utilised 
by the NCIS are defined throughout this document. 

Supported on a national basis by a range of public sector agencies with an interest in death and injury 
prevention, the NCIS has been shown to assist coroners in their role as death investigators, and provide 
valuable information to the agencies responsible for developing community health and safety strategies to 
reduce the incidence of unnatural death and injury in Australia. 

The NCIS is funded by state and federal government agencies.  For a list of these agencies refer to the 
Stakeholders section. 
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History of the NCIS 

The idea for a national coronial database has existed in Australia for over 15 years.  It was recognised 
that each of Australiaôs eight coronial jurisdictions maintained their own systems of data collection and 
storage.  For some jurisdictions this was a manual filing system.   The inability to systematically identify 
and retrieve clusters of similar cases hampered coroners' ability to identify national trends.  Coroners 
often relied on ad hoc conversations or annual conferences to exchange ideas or information on deaths 
and fatal hazards.  A systematic way of collecting and retrieving this information was required. 
Discussions to include New Zealand coronial data commenced with the revision of the New Zealand 
Coroners Act in 2006. 

1991 

¶ Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody recommended that a national coronial record 
keeping system be established. 

¶ The Australian Coronersô Society (ACS) was formed. 

1993 

¶ ACS issued a statement that it: ñRegards as essential to efficient coronership, a computerised 
process with database to enable the results of coronersô investigations to be nationally accessible; 
Recognises that a needs analysis and feasibility study is required to effect the above objective, and 
Resolves that endorsement be sought from each state and territory government.ò 

1994 

¶ ACS commissioned the Australian Institute of Health and Welfareôs (AIHW) National Injury 
Surveillance Unit to undertake a feasibility study for the development of a national database.  The 
Commonwealth Department of Health and Ageing (formerly Commonwealth Department of Health 
and Family Services), funded the study.   The study recommendations were adopted by the ACS. 

1996 

¶ ACS engaged Drummond Research P/L to assess the implementation aspects of a national 
database, aiming to recommend a way forward. 

1997 

¶ March ï Standing Committee of Attorneys-General gave their in-principle support for the development 
of the NCIS.  Endorsement was obtained from relevant Ministerial Councils. 

¶ September ï ACS endorsed a proposal by the informally constituted Monash University National 
Centre for Coronial Information (MUNCCI) to undertake the technical development of the NCIS and to 
manage the system. 

1998 

¶ Monash University National Centre for Coronial Information (MUNCCI) formally established, 
specifically to develop and manage the NCIS.  MUNCCI, a research centre for Monash University is a 
consortium of the Victorian Institute of Forensic Medicine (VIFM), the Monash University Accident 
Research Centre (MUARC) and the Monash University Department of Epidemiology and Preventive 
Medicine. 

¶ February ï MUNCCI began the technical development of the NCIS. 

¶ July ï pilot program implemented in the Australian Capital Territory (ACT).  Functioning was 
monitored from July until November. 

¶ November ï New South Wales (NSW) bought on-line. 

1999 

¶ January ï Victoria (VIC) on-line. 

¶ April ï MUNCCI began to develop a case management system (CMS) for use by those jurisdictions 
that had no electronic case management system or had a less than optimal one. 

¶ August ï South Australia (SA) installed version 1 of CMS. 

¶ Range of training materials developed for data entry, coding and retrieval from the NCIS and the 
CMS. 

¶ Training provided for contributing agencies. 

¶ Provided access to test NCIS database (containing artificial data) to interested individuals and 
agencies. 
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2000 

¶ February ï ACT installed version 1 of CMS. 

¶ June ï Northern Territory (NT) installed CMS. 

¶ July ï Western Australia (WA) installed CMS. 

¶ 1 July ï Version 2 of NCIS released - ACT, SA, NT, WA, TAS, NSW and VIC all on-line. 

2001 

¶ Standing Committee of Attorneys-General approved the NCIS. 

¶ Ethics Committee process for consideration of data application from Third Parties initiated. 

¶ September ï Queensland on-line. 

2002 

¶ Installation of major upgrade to local CMS to increase functionality. 

¶ Implementation of new NCIS search screen. 

2003 

¶ Implementation of user pays system as of 1 July 2003. 

¶ Quality audit of NCIS completed. 

¶ Secure and regular information transfer method for upload of coronial data from all jurisdictions 
implemented. 

¶ A number of jurisdictions made a significant clearance of data entry backlog.  

2004 

¶ NCIS Board of Management established. 

¶ Change of governance structure for NCIS, with NCIS now managed by the VIFM on behalf of the 
Board of Management. 

¶ Monash University National Centre for Coronial Information (MUNCCI) no longer responsible for 
NCIS Management. 

¶ Current NCIS Quality Assurance Program for all closed cases implemented. 

2005 

¶ Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) ICD-10 cause of death codes, ASCO and ASGC location codes 
added to NCIS as supplementary information. 

2007 

¶ Nine NCIS codesets (Intent, Activity, Location, Mechanism, Object or Substance, Mode, Counterpart, 
Context, User) updated to reflect ICECI v1.2 with slight modification.  Case Type also updated to 
reflect current case load. 

¶ NCIS Data Dictionary, Version 2 and Coding Manual, Version 3 released. 

2010 

¶ Installation of major upgrade and enhancements to NCIS and local CMS to increase functionality. 

¶ NCIS Data Dictionary, Version 3 and Coding Manual, Version 4 released. 

¶ New Zealand commenced contribution of data to the NCIS. 

2012 

¶ Change of governance structure for NCIS, with NCIS now managed by the Victorian Department of 
Justice and Regulation on behalf of the Board of Management. 

2014 

¶ NCIS interface migrated to JAVA as part of a risk mitigation strategy.  This means that NCIS is coded 
in an industry standard, open source framework. 

¶ Implementation of new data fields, revision of existing data fields and update of eight NCIS codesets 
(Activity, Sports/Recreation, Location, Mechanism, Object or Substance, Mode, Counterpart, User) to 
reflect current case load. 

¶ Removal of Product Related data field from NCIS codeset. 

¶ Enhancements to NCIS and local CMS to increase functionality. 

¶ NCIS Data Dictionary, Version 3(revised) and Coding Manual, Version 4(revised) released. 
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2016 

¶ NCIS backend migrated from Informix to Oracle as part of a risk mitigation strategy. This migration 
aligns the NCIS database software to a commonly used product throughout government and the 
private sector. 

2017 

¶ Installation of minor enhancements to NCIS to increase functionality. 

¶ NCIS Data Dictionary, Version 3 and Coding Manual, Version 4 revised to reflect enhancements. 
 

2018 

¶ Revisions of the Object Codeset related to ñPharmaceutical Substances for Human Useò 

¶ Revisions of the Mechanism Codeset related to ñExposure to Chemical or Other Substanceò 

¶ Revisions of Perpetrator Relationship to Deceased and Work Related defintions. 

¶ NCIS Data Dictionary, Version 3 and Coding Manual, Version 5 revised to reflect revisions. 
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What data is stored in the NCIS? 

Sources of Data 

The majority of data contained in the NCIS is the sourced from coronial files.  This includes: 

¶ police investigation reports; 

¶ autopsy reports; 

¶ supporting forensic medical reports (such as toxicology); and  

¶ coronial findings. 

The database contains both coded and non-coded data.  Search facilities allow for the search of data 
fields as well as the full text data and attached reports using particular words or phrases. 

The NCIS does NOT contain: 

¶ transcripts of inquests (although much detail of the inquest can be included in the finding); 

¶ photographic evidence; 

¶ witness statements. 

 

NCIS Core Data Set 

The NCIS core data set includes:  

¶ case demographics: 

o name;  age;  date of birth;  date of death;  place of usual residence; 
marital status;  employment status; usual occupation;  country of birth; 
years in Australia;  indigenous origin 

 

¶ cause of death details: 

o medical cause of death;  mechanism of injury;  object or substance producing injury; 
ICD 10 cause of death codes; incident information ;   
date and time of Incident and death, as well as when person was last known to be alive and the 
deceasedôs body was location; activity at the time of death or incident leading to death. 
If the activity involved working for income ï what occupation and industry the deceased was 
engaged in at the time of the incident (or death for natural cases);  
For transport related incident - mode of transport, user, counterpart, context; 
For assault incident ï the relationship of the perpetrator to the deceased 

 

¶ classification: 

o Case Type ï natural, external and body not recovered 

o Intent (presumed) ï Intentional self-harm, unintentional, assault, Complications of Medical or 
Surgical Care, etc 

 

¶ documents:  

o police narrative of circumstances; autopsy reports; toxicology reports; coronial findings 
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Benefits of the NCIS  

The NCIS was primarily designed to be a tool for Australian and New Zealand coroners, which would 
allow them to review similar cases both inside and outside their jurisdiction assisting in the investigation of 
deaths within the community.  In this way possible systematic hazards may be identified and addressed.  

The NCIS has been used to assist coroners and public health agencies in determining the frequency and 
details surrounding a range of incidents, including: 

¶ deaths involving all-terrain vehicles (ATVôs);  

¶ deaths occurring while working under a vehicle; 

¶ accidental strangulation of children by blind cords; and 

¶ plastic bag asphyxia deaths. 

 

 

Stakeholders 

The NCIS is funded through a joint Commonwealth and State initiative by the following agencies: 

¶ The Commonwealth Department of Health and Ageing; 

¶ Safe Work Australia; 

¶ The Australian Institute of Criminology; 

¶ Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC, Product Safety Section); 

¶ Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Local Government (Road Safety 
Unit); 

¶ Each State/Territory Justice Department; 

¶ New Zealand Ministry of Justice. 

 

The NCIS has also received a variety of support from a range of agencies such as the ABS; Flinders 
University Research Centre for Injury Studies; The Victorian Institute of Forensic Medicine; Monash 
University Accident Research Centre; Monash University Department of Epidemiology and Preventative 
Medicine as well as other transport, consumer affairs and OHS agencies. 
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Scope and purpose of this document 

The NCIS has been designed to collect and store information on all deaths reported to an Australian or 
New Zealand Coroner.  The information recorded about each of these deaths is designed to meet the 
needs of Coroners and of other data users.  

The NCIS includes Core Data Items that are fields, variables or reports concerning the deceased person, 
the causes and circumstances of death and related matters.  Depending on the data item, this information 
is in the form of codes (or code labels); numerical values (e.g. for age); brief passages of text (e.g. for 
name and address) or documents. Much of this information is recorded as an ordinary part of the practice 
of Coroners and their staff.  Several core data items (e.g. mechanism of injury) are designed to enable 
users of NCIS data to identify specific types of cases efficiently and reliably.   

The Forensic and Coronial reports collected are generally in the form of text files.  Recording of this 
information is a standard part of the practice of Coroners, forensic pathologists, etc. 

This document specifies data standards for the NCIS.  It is not a coding manual. 

A separate NCIS Coding Manual and User Guide is provided for us by data entry personnel.  The coding 
manual contains some of the items that form part of the data standards (e.g.: definitions, code list).  It also 
contains additional information (e.g.: work scenario examples, hints on how to deal with common 
problems). 

 

Who is the NCIS Data Dictionary? 

The Data Dictionary is a reference manual for persons involved in the entry, use and analysis of 
information contained in the Core Data Set.  This includes those managing the NCIS, coronial office staff, 
coroners and third party users.  

 

Core Data Items 

The data items in the Core Data Set are the final data items agreed upon following review by the NCIS 
Core Data Set Working Group.  Revisions, deletions and amendments have been made by the NCIS 
Manager and Quality Assurance Team as required, although in keeping with the appropriate codesets 
(such as ICECI) and system parameters. 

The majority of NCIS Core Data Items will be entered and coded at State and Territory Coronial offices.  
The exceptions are ICD-10 Cause of Death codes, some occupation related codes and other information 
which is made available from the ABS and other agencies and organisations. 

 

Versions and Updating 

NCIS Core Data Items will require revision from time to time.  The data set in force will be the most recent 
one endorsed by the NCIS.  Normally, changes will be limited to no more than once each year.  The new 
data set will be announced several months before the date of its introduction.  NCIS Core Data Items that 
are adopted from another source (e.g. the NHDD) will normally be updated to the current version of that 
source, as a routine part of the annual update. This publication includes data items current as at 1 July 
2017. 

 

Index to Data Item Definitions 

An index is included to help users find the data element in which they are interested.  
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Concept Definitions and Codeset Resources 
Several concepts are vital to the operation of the National Coronial Information System (NCIS); some of 
these are discussed below. 

Date/Time  

The configuration of the date/time data items allows for the entry of either the exact date/time of the event 
or a range of date/times which identifies both the earliest assumed or known and the last assumed or 
known dates or times during which the event could have occurred. 

 

On Date or On Time 

These data items are used for cases where the exact date and time of the event are known. 

 

Between Dates or Between Times 

These data items are used for cases where the exact date or time is not known but a range of dates 
and/or times of the event have been identified.   

 

Further Information regarding NCIS concepts and advice on how they affect the data is available in the 
National Coronial Information System Coding Manual and User Guide. 

 

 

 

Codeset Resources 

The majority of the NCIS core data items have been adopted from existing sources, such as the 
International Classification of External Causes of Injury (ICECI) and various ABS classifications.   

Preference has been given to standards or codesets with official status within Australia or at an 
international level; as these standards will also apply to much of the data with which the NCIS data may 
be compared.  In addition the standards already have well defined processes in place for maintenance 
and development.   

Where necessary, modifications, deletions or additions have been made to the source codeset in an effort 
to adapt the reference to Australian scenarios and circumstances.  This was not intended to diminish the 
significance of the source codeset but to enhance the NCIS codeset. 
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Geocoding  

Geocoding is the process of converting the address data (street, suburb, postcode or state) information 
into geographic coordinates (latitude and longitude).  This data is then assigned to appropriate 
geographic administrative boundary areas. 

The geocoding structure used by the NCIS is the Australian Statistical Geography Standard 2016 
(ASGS).  The structures available to be searched on the NCIS are:  

1. LGA ï Local Government Area 

2. RA ï Remoteness Area 

3. SA2 ï Statistical Area 2 

4. SA3 ï Statistical Area 3 

5. SA4 ï Statistical Area 4 

 

A key factor in each of the above listed structures is the State and Territory (S/T) Code, as defined below: 

1. NSW 

2. VIC 

3. QLD 

4. SA 

5. WA 

6. TAS 

7. NT 

8. ACT 

9. Other Territories 

 

Please note that geocoding of incident and residential addresses is only included on the NCIS where the 
result code produced for the address is of sufficient accuracy.  

For a full list of the result codes accepted on the database, please contact the NCIS Unit. 

See the Limitations Document available on the NCIS website for updated information about which years 
have been geocoded. 

For further information about these classification structures, and to find a list of the various codes that 
relate to specific geographic areas under each of these classifications, view the ASGS Classification at 
www.abs.gov.au. 

http://www.abs.gov.au/
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Jump To Function  

The "Jump To" field allows users to navigate directly to the Case Detail screen from any screen on which 
the field is displayed.  

This function eliminates the requirement to return to the ñFind Caseò screen to review a new case, and to 
enter the three separate data fields (óJurisdictionô, óCase Yearô and óCase Sequenceô) to find a case. 

Data entry constraints apply for the use of the ñJump Toò function ï these relate to the structure of the 
case number and are detailed below. 

Note: The ñJump Toò function only works for the NCIS number ï using the local case number will not 
return any results. 

 

ñJump Toò data entry formats 
To use the ñJump Toò function, use the following three elements, separated by a full stop (.): 

1. Jurisdiction 

2. Case Year 

3. Case Number  

 
The Jurisdiction details can be entered in two formats, textual abbreviation or number (refer table 1). 
 

Table 1: NCIS Jurisdiction Classification 

Abbreviation Number Jurisdiction 

NSW 1 New South Wales 

VIC 2 Victoria 

QLD 3 Queensland 

SA 4 South Australia 

WA 5 Western Australia 

TAS 6 Tasmania 

NT 7 Northern Territory 

ACT 8 Australian Capital Territory 

NZ 9 New Zealand 

 

Examples 

Jurisdiction Year Case Abbreviated E.g. Number E.g. 

New South Wales 2020 1234 NSW.2020.1234 1.2020.1234 

Victoria 2020 2345 VIC.2020.2345 2.2020.2345 

Western Australia 2020 3456 WA.2020.3456 5.2020.3456 

New Zealand 2020 4567 NZ.2020.4567 9.2020.4567 
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Multiple Fatality Event  

Comprised of nine data fields the multiple fatality event number allow coders to link multiple cases to a 
single event ï where fatal injuries were sustained during the same incident or event. 

A multiple fatality event could include natural disasters or terrorists actions such as the 2002 Bali 
Bombings, however, the data fields will be more commonly be used to identify occasions that occur more 
regularly which result in two or more fatalities (such as fires, vehicle incidents, homicides). 

The assessment of whether two or more fatalities should be identified as a Multiple Fatality Event (MFE) 
should be based on the timing of the event and injuries, rather than that of the deaths.  In addition source 
documents should indicate a clear relationship between the deaths. 

Relevant data fields are: 

¶ Event Date; 

¶ Event Description; 

¶ Event Details; 

¶ Event Number; 

¶ Event Title; 

¶ Event Type; 

¶ Event Year; 

¶ Jurisdiction Identifier; and 

¶ Multiple Fatality Event. 

 

There are two types of Multiple Fatality Events ï national and jurisdictional. 

A national MFE is allocated by the NCIS Quality Assurance Manager upon the identification of an event 
which resulted in multiple fatalities across multiple jurisdictions.  

A jurisdictional MFE is allocated by the jurisdiction in which the event occurred (the primary jurisdiction) 
assuming that a coronial investigation is completed by the jurisdiction. 

 

Cross-Jurisdictional Events/Deaths 

In an effort to avoid multiple MFEôs being generated where two of more jurisdictions are investigating 
fatalities from the event (and the event is not identified as a national event), it is vital that only the primary 
jurisdiction create the MFE. 

The primary jurisdiction must notify any secondary jurisdictions and the NCIS Quality Manager so that 
relevant cases can be added to the MFE. 

 

ñPrimaryò Jurisdiction 

The jurisdiction in which the event which resulted in multiple fatalities occurred and a coronial 
investigation was completed, regardless of deaths and coronial investigations which subsequently 
occurred in a secondary jurisdiction. 

 

ñSecondaryò Jurisdiction 

The jurisdiction, in which, at least one fatality occurs during or following medical intervention subsequent 
to the initial event.  A new MFE should not be generated for this death, regardless of the deaths and 
coronial investigations which subsequently occurred in this jurisdiction as it will be assigned to the MFE 
created by the primary jurisdiction. 
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Other Specified 

The selection of any code (at the lowest level of coding), in the NCIS commencing with the phrase óOther 
Specifiedô will result in a free text field being displayed as the next level of coding. 

This field is used to enter a description of the action, mechanism, activity, object etc. involved in the event 
that is being coded. 

Coders are asked to ascertain if a suitable code already exists in the codeset before allocating the ñOther 
Specifiedò code. 

Data searches utilising these free text data fields are complicated by the issues of spelling, terminology, 
jargon etc. utilised within jurisdictions and by individual coders.  During the upgrade of the relevant 
codesets to ICECI Version 1.2, many common phrases and descriptions were included as full codes.  
Although unsupported in the ICECI codesets the codes have been included to assist with setting search 
parameters and case identification. 

 

 

 

ñReported Whenò Attribute 

The attribute is provided to establish at which point in the coronial investigation the information should be 
entered into the LCMS and/or NCIS. 

 

Common terms used include: 

¶ Case entered into system Information known at time of notification and entered as base data 

¶ As Available 
Information ascertained as investigation progresses and entered as the 
court becomes aware of it. 

¶ Case Closed 
Information finalised with the Coronial Finding and entered just prior to 
closure of the case in the LCMS and/or NCIS. 

¶ [Data Item] code as éé 
Reported only when the set condition is satisfied, i.e. Mode of Transport 
only required when Mechanism of Injury coded as a vehicle accident. 
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Index to Data Item Definitions 
 

The data definitions are listed in alphabetical order, which makes it difficult to identify like or related data 
items.  The table below is offered to illustrate the relationships between data items.  

Demographic Data Items Page(s) Case Specific Data Items Page(s) 

Age (At Death) & Age Unit 17 & 18 Case Court 31 

Country of Birth 43 Case Status 32 

Date of Birth 46 Case Type ï Completion & Notification 33 & 34 

Employment Status 63 Circumstances ï Police Narrative 35 

Ethnicity 64 Coroner Closed 38 

Given Names1 74 Coroners Recommendation/Warning 39 

Given Names2 75 Date Case Closed 44 

Indigenous Origin 99 Date Changed 45 

Marital Status 134 Date of Notification of Death 47 

Residential Address  189 to 196 Death Registration Number 61 

Sex 201 ICD-10 Cause of Death 79 

Surname 200 Inquest Held 102 

Usual Occupation 219 Intent ï Completion & Notification 103 & 105 

Usual Occupation - Text 220 Local Case Number 124 

Years in Country 225 Medical Cause of Death - Text 143 

  Medical Certificate Case 144 

Date/Time Data Items Page(s) OHS Agency Number 174 

Body Found (On Date) 29 Original Case Number 176 

Body Found (On Time) 30 Perpetrator Relationship to Deceased 177 

Death (Between Date) 57 Police Case Number 180 

Death (On Date) 58 Post Mortem Number 181 

Death (Between Time) 59 Quality Assured 186 

Death (On Time) 60 Restricted Case 200 

Incident (Between Date) 93 Time of Notification of Death 212 

Incident (On Date) 94 Transfer Details 213 

Incident (Between Time) 95 Transfer From 214 

Incident (On Time) 96 Transfer To 215 

Last Seen Alive (Between Date) 118   

Last Seen Alive (On Date) 120   

Last Seen Alive (Between Time) 121   

Last Seen Alive (On Time) 123   
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Activity Data Items Page(s) External Cause Data Items Page(s) 

Incident Activity Details 81 Mechanism of Injury 135 

Sports/Recreation 202 No Object 149 

  Object or Substance Producing Injury 150 

Address Data Items Page(s)   

Body Found Address  20 to 27 Transport Injury Data Items Page(s) 

Body Found Address (Free Text) 28 Context 36 

Death Address 48 to 55 Counterpart 40 

Death Address (Free Text) 56 Mode of Transport 145 

Geocoding Result Code 76 User 217 

Incident Address 84 to 91   

Incident Address (Free Text) 92 Multiple Fatality Event Data Items Page(s) 

Last Seen Alive Address 109 to 116 Event Date 65 

Last Seen Alive Address (Free Text) 117 Event Description 66 

Local Government Area (LGA) 125 Event Details 69 

Location ï Body Found 126 Event Number 70 

Location ï Death 128 Event Title 71 

Location ï Incident  130 Event Type 72 

Location ï Last Seen Alive 132 Event Year 73 

Remoteness Area (RA) 188 Jurisdiction Identifier 107 

Statistical Areas Level 2 (SA2) 208 Multiple Fatality Event 148 

Statistical Areas Level 3 (SA3) 209   

Statistical Areas Level 4 (SA4) 210 Recommendation Response Data Items Page(s) 

  Agency Type 19 

Work Related Data Items Page(s) Response Received 197 

Incident Occupation 97 Response Summary 198 

Incident Occupation ï Text 98 Response Type 199 

Industry at Incident 100 Type of Recommendation 216 

Industry at Incident - Text 101   

OHS/WHS Investigation 175 Procedure/Document Data Items Page(s) 

Work Cover Number 221 Description of Procedure Type - Other 62 

Work Relatedness 222 Procedure Comment 182 

  Procedure Completed 183 

  Procedure Status 184 

  Procedure Type 185 
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Data Definition Format 
Data item definitions in the NCIS Data Dictionary are presented in a format based on the NHDD.   

 

Data Item Name 

Identifying and Definitional Attributes 

Definition A statement that expresses the essential nature of a data item and its 
differentiation from all other data items. 

Context A designation or description of the application environment or discipline in which 
the data item is applied or from which it originates.  For the Dictionary this 
attribute may also include justification for the collection of the data item and 
possible uses of the information. 

Relational and Representational Attributes 

Data Type The type of symbol, character or other designation used to represent the data 
item. 

This specification helps define the characters that may be used.  The data item 
should be read in conjunction with the Layout item. 

Valid values include: 

¶ Date; 

¶ Time; 

¶ Date and Time; 

¶ Alpha; 

¶ Numeric and 

¶ Alphanumeric. 

Form Name or description of the representation utilised for the data item. 

Date: A date value (DD/MM/CCYY) 

Time: A time value (HH:MM:SS) 

Date/Time: A combined date and time value (DD/MM/CCYY HH:MM:SS) 

Identifier: A number or set of characters that identifies something or 
someone 

Quantitative: A value that can be measured and expressed as a specific 
quantity 

Text: A string of text 

Name: A name of something or someone 

Code: A code representing one or more of a pre-defined set of values 

List: A pre-defined set of values that have a meaning in their own 
right 

 

Field Size The minimum and maximum number of characters used to represent this data 
item. 
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Layout The layout of the characters for a data item, expressed by a character string. 

Date: DD/MM/CCYY 
Where: 
D = Day/Date; M = Month; C = Century; Y = Year/Decade 

Time: HH:MM:SS 
Where: 
H = Hour; M = Minute; S = Seconds 

Numeric: N 
A numeric digit (0,1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9) 

Decimal: . 
A decimal point 

Alpha: A 
A letter of the alphabet (A-Z, a-z) 

Alphanumeric: X 
Any alpha, numeric or other character such as spaces, 
apostrophes and hyphens. 

 

Status Requirement to report data field. 

Reported For The specified circumstances in which this data item is reported. 

Reported When The stage at which the data item is to be coded and reported. 

Codeset The permissible values for the data item, according to the representation form, 
layout, data type and field size specified in attributes. 

Guide for Use Additional comments or advice on allocating codes, entering information and 
reporting the data item.  

Verification Rules The rules and/or instructions applied for validating and/or verifying the data item. 

Related Items A list of related data items that affects the assignment of a code in this data item. 

Administrative attributes 

Version Provides information regarding modifications made to the data item.  Listed is the 
version number, beginning with 1 and incremented by 1 for each subsequent 
revision and effective date(s) that the data item or modification came into effect. 

Definition Source Identifies the authority and/or document that defined or provided a foundation for 
the data item. 

Organisation 
Source 

The organisation responsible for developing the value domain (codeset) for the 
data item. 

NCIS Table 
Source 

The NCIS database table in which the data is stored.  This information is required 
for accessing the data through means other than the internet interface. 

Data Entry The location where data entry is completed, as well as the persons responsible 
for entering the data items. 

Comments Any additional explanatory remarks on the data item. 
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Data Definitions 

Age (At Death) 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The age of the deceased person at time of death. 

Context: Required for demographic and actuarial analyses. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Numeric Form: Quantitative value 

Field Size: Min.1 Max.3 Layout: NNN 

Status: Mandatory. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Upon entry of Date of Birth and Date/Time of Death data items. 

Codeset: Derived data item. 

Guide for Use: Automatically calculated.  Manual data entry is also possible. 

It is vital that all elements of applicable dates be taken into consideration 
when calculating the Age (At Death) to ensure accurate reflection of age. 

Although the field size has a maximum of three characters, the characters 
should only be used when necessary, i.e.: when the age of the deceased 
was 100 years of age or more.  Ages should not be preceded by zeros (13 
entered as 013), in an effort to utilise all three characters. 

If the age is under two years, Age (At Death) should be recorded in 
month(s), weeks(s), day(s) or hour(s); as applicable for the deceased. 

If year of birth is known (but date of birth is not) use the date, 01/01/CCYY 
to allow estimation of age (where CCYY is year of birth). 

If Age is unknown, not stated, and cannot be estimated, use: 

888 Still Enquiring 

999 Unlikely To Be Known 

Verification Rules: This field must not be null for closed cases. 

ó888 ï Still Enquiringô is not valid for closed cases. 

Related Items:  Age Unit; Date of Birth; Date of Death. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Case Death. 

Data Entry: Automatically calculated or manually entered via Local Case Management 
Systems or equivalent in Coronial Jurisdictions by designated staff trained 
by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Age Unit 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The unit in which the age of the deceased is measured. 

Context: Required for demographic and actuarial analyses. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Numeric Form: Code 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 3 Layout: NNN 

Status: Mandatory. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Upon entry of Date of Birth and Date/Time of Death data items. 

Codeset: 1 Year(s) 

2 Month(s) 

3 Day(s) 

4 Week(s) 

5 Hour(s) 

888 Still Enquiring 

999 Unlikely To Be Known 

Guide for Use: Automatically calculated to correspond to Age (At Death) or selection from 
drop down list is possible. 

Verification Rules: This field must not be null for closed cases. 

ó888 ï Still Enquiringô is not valid for closed cases. 

Related Items:  Age (At Death). 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Case Death. 

Data Entry: Automatically coded or manually entered via Local Case Management 
Systems or equivalent in Coronial Jurisdictions by designated staff trained 
by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Agency Type 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: Department or organisation to which a Coroner has directed a 
recommendation or comment. 

Context: During the course of an inquest, the Coroner may direct recommendations 
or comments to a particular agency(ies) regarding an issue which impacts 
on public safety.  The identification of recommendations or comments 
based on a specific agency type allows for an analysis of which agencies 
are most frequently directed recommendations. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Numeric Form: Code 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 1 Layout: N 

Status: Conditional Mandatory. 

Reported For: Where Recommendation/Warning field = óRecommendations Made / 
Warning Madeò. 

Reported When: When detail available, prior to or at case closure. 

Codeset: A broad listing to reflect the general categories of department and 
organisations referenced by Coroners throughout the coronial 
investigation. 

Guide for Use: When Recommendation/Warning or Comment is made in a Coronial 
Finding.  

Verification Rules: This field must not be null if Recommendation/Warning =  
ó1 ï Recommendations Made / Warning Madeô. 

Related Items:  Finding Procedure Status; Recommendation/Warning; Type of 
Recommendation; Response Received; Response Summary; Response 
Type. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/2010   

Definition Source: NCIS 

Organisation Source: NCIS 

NCIS Table Source: Recommendation  Agencies 

Data Entry:  

Comments:  
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Body Found Address ï Country 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The country of the address where the deceasedôs body was found. 

Context: This information is important for preventative purposes.  Forms a 
complete address when combined with other address data items. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Numeric Form: Code 

Field Size: Min. 4 Max. 4 Layout: NNNN 

Status: Advisable. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Address where body was found differs from that of Incident or Death; OR 

Any of the relevant data items on the screen are completed (Date, Time, 
Institution, Street, Suburb, Postcode or State). 

Codeset: Refer Supplementary Codeset 1. 

If the country is unknown, use: 

9777 Not Applicable 

8888 Still Enquiring 

9999 Unlikely To Be Known 

Guide for Use: A country, even if it is comprised of other discrete political entities such as 
states, is treated as a single unit for all data domain purposes.  Parts of a 
political entity are not included in different groups.  Thus, Hawaii is 
included United States of America (ABS, 2008). 

Verification Rules: May be null, unless any of the other data items on the screen have been 
completed. 

ó8888 ï Still Enquiringô is not valid for closed cases. 

Related Items:  Body Found Address ï Institution; Body Found Address ï Postcode;  
Body Found Address ï State; Body Found Address ï Street;  
Body Found Address ï Suburb. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

Definition Source: ABS Catalogue No.1269.0. 

Organisation Source: ABS. 

NCIS Table Source: Time Location. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Body Found Address ï Institution 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The name of the institution, facility or entity where the deceasedôs body 
was found. 

Context: This information is important for preventative purposes.  Forms a 
complete address when combined with other address data items. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Text Form: Text 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 100 Layout: Text 

Status: Optional. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Address where body was found differs from that of Incident or Death; OR 

Any of the relevant data items on the screen are completed (Date, Time, 
Institution, Street, Suburb, Postcode or State). 

Codeset: Free Text. 

Guide for Use: An institution name should be entered for locations where the entity has a 
registered name including Hospitals, Nursing Homes, Schools, and 
Caravan Parks. 

Details regarding specific wards, units, sites etc. should be recorded in the 
Body Found Address ï Free Text data field. 

Verification Rules: May be null, unless any of the other data items on the screen have been 
completed. 

Related Items:  Body Found Address ï Country; Body Found Address ï Postcode;  
Body Found Address ï State; Body Found Address ï Street;  
Body Found Address ï Suburb. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/2007 2 13/06/2017 

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Time Location. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Body Found Address ï Postcode 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The postcode of the address where the deceasedôs body was found. 

Context: This information is important for preventative purposes.  Forms a 
complete address when combined with other address data items. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Numeric Form: Code 

Field Size: Min. 4 Max. 4 Layout: NNNN 

Status: Advisable. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Address where body was found differs from that of Incident or Death; OR 

Any of the relevant data items on the screen are completed (Date, Time, 
Institution, Street, Suburb, Postcode or State). 

Codeset: Postcode booklet, Australia Post (December 1999). 

If the postcode is unknown, use: 

7777 Not Applicable (includes Resident Overseas, No Fixed Address) 

8888 Still Enquiring 

9999 Unlikely To Be Known 

Guide for Use: The creation of suburbs and postcodes is continuous and the NCIS 
reference table may be updated to reflect this.  If a suburb or postcode is 
not listed in the reference table please contact NCIS for assistance.  

Verification Rules: May be null, unless any of the other data items on the screen have been 
completed. 

 ó8888 ï Still Enquiringô is not valid for closed cases. 

Related Items:  Body Found Address ï Country; Body Found Address ï Institution;  
Body Found Address ï State; Body Found Address ï Street;  
Body Found Address ï Suburb. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: Australia Post. 

NCIS Table Source: Time Location. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Body Found Address ï State 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The state or territory of the address where the deceasedôs body was 
found. 

Context: This information is important for preventative purposes.  Forms a 
complete address when combined with other address data items. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Numeric Form: Code 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 2 Layout: NN 

Status: Advisable. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Address where body was found differs from that of Incident or Death; OR 

Any of the relevant data items on the screen are completed (Date, Time, 
Institution, Street, Suburb or Postcode). 

Codeset: 00 Not Applicable (includes Resident Overseas, No Fixed Address) 

01 New South Wales 

02 Victoria 

03 Queensland 

04 South Australia 

05 Western Australia 

06 Tasmania 

07 Northern Territory 

08 Australian Capital Territory 

09 New Zealand 

20 Other Territories (Cocos (Keeling) Islands, Christmas Islands and 
Jervis Bay Territory) 

88 Still Enquiring 

99 Unlikely To Be Known 

Guide for Use: Displayed only for Australia cases, hidden when displaying New Zealand 
cases as New Zealand is divided into regions rather than states. 

Unless the event occurred overseas: ó0 ï Not Applicableô is not valid for 
Body Found Address ï State, as verification of the State/Territory in which 
the deceasedôs body was found should be available for all cases reported 
to Australian coroners. 

Verification Rules: May be null, unless any of the other data items on the screen have been 
completed. 

ó88 ï Still Enquiringô is not valid for closed cases. 
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Related Items:  Body Found Address ï Institution; Body Found Address ï Street;  
Body Found Address ï Suburb; Body Found Address ï Postcode;  
Body Found Address ï Country. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

3 01/07/2010   

Definition Source: NHDD: Version 13.   

Domain values are derived from ASGC (ABS, 1998a). 

Organisation Source: AIHW. 

NCIS Table Source: Time Location. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Body Found Address ï Street 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The number and street of the address where the deceasedôs body was 
found. 

Context: This information is important for preventative purposes.  Forms a 
complete address when combined with other address data items. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Text Form: Text 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 80 Layout: Text 

Status: Advisable. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Address where body was found differs from that of Incident or Death; OR 

Any of the relevant data items on the screen are completed (Date, Time, 
Institution, Street, Suburb, Postcode or State). 

Codeset: Free text. 

If the street address is unknown, use: 

7 Not Applicable (includes Resident Overseas, No Fixed Address) 

8 Still Enquiring 

9 Unlikely To Be Known 

Guide for Use: Wherever possible, abbreviations should not be used (i.e.; use ñStreetò  
not ñStò). 

Verification Rules: May be null, unless any of the other data items on the screen have been 
completed. 

 ó8 ï Still Enquiringô is not valid for closed cases. 

Related Items:  Body Found Address ï Country; Body Found Address ï Institution;  
Body Found Address ï Postcode; Body Found Address ï State;  
Body Found Address ï Suburb. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Time Location. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Body Found Address ï Suburb 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The suburb of the address where the deceasedôs body was found. 

Context: This information is important for preventative purposes.  Together with 
postcode reports the geographic location of the event. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Text Form: Text 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 32 Layout: Text 

Status: Advisable. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Address where body was found differs from that of Incident or Death; OR 

Any of the relevant data items on the screen are completed (Date, Time, 
Institution, Street, Suburb, Postcode or State). 

Codeset: Free text. 

If suburb is unknown, use: 

7 Not Applicable (includes Resident Overseas, No Fixed Address) 

8 Still Enquiring 

9 Unlikely To Be Known 

Guide for Use: May be a recognised town, city or suburb or refer to a commonly used 
location name such as an agricultural property or indigenous community. 

The creation of suburbs and postcodes is continuous and the NCIS 
reference table may be updated to reflect this.  If a suburb or postcode is 
not listed in the reference table please contact NCIS for assistance. 

Verification Rules: May be null, unless any of the other data items on the screen have been 
completed. 

 ó8 ï Still Enquiringô is not valid for closed cases. 

Related Items:  Body Found Address ï Country; Body Found Address ï Postcode;  
Body Found Address ï State; Body Found Address ï Institution;  
Body Found Address ï Street. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Time Location. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Body Found Address ï Town/City 

Identifying and Definitional Attributes 

Definition: The Town/City of the address where the deceasedôs body was found. 

Context: This information is important for preventative purposes.  Together with 
postcode reports the geographic location of the event. 

Collected as part of the New Zealand Core Data Set ï Not collected for deaths 
reported to an Australian Coroner. 

Relational and Representational Attributes 

Data Type: Text Form: Text 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 40 Layout: Text 

Status: Optional. 

Reported For: New Zealand cases. 

Reported When: Case Closed 

Codeset: Free text. 

If the suburb is unknown, use: 

9999944 Don't Know 

9999955 Refused to Answer 

9999977 Response Unidentifiable 

9999988 Response Outside Scope 

9999996 No Fixed Abode 

9999997 Country Not Stated 

9999998 New Zealand Not Further Defined 

9999999 Not Stated 

Guide for Use: A city is a territorial authority area which has a minimum population of 50,000, 
is predominantly urban in character, is a distinct entity and a major centre of 
activity within its parent region. 

Verification Rules: Must not be null. 

Related Items:  

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/2010   

Definition Source: Statistics New Zealand, New Zealand Ministry of Health. 

Organisation Source: New Zealand Coroners System. 

NCIS Table Source: Case Death. 

Data Entry: Coded via New Zealand Coroners System. 

Comments:  
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Body Found Address ï Free Text 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: Free text field for entry of details relating to the Body Found event. 

Context: Provides an opportunity for further details to be recorded regarding the 
event. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Text Form: Text 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. As 
Required 

Layout: Text 

Status: Optional. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Clarification is required or valuable for explanation of event OR 

Any of the relevant data items on the screen are completed (Date, Time, 
Institution, Street, Postcode, State or Country). 

Codeset: Free text. 

Guide for Use: Record useful details of the event(s) involved to allow clarification of 
coding throughout the case or provide specific information concerning the 
role and activities of the deceased or others. 

Details regarding specific wards, units, sites etc. of institutions can also be 
recorded. 

Verification Rules: May be null. 

Related Items:  Body Found Address ï Institution; Body Found Address ï Street;  
Body Found Address ï Suburb; Body Found Address ï Postcode;  
Body Found Address ï State; Body Found Address ï Country. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Time Location. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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 Body Found (On Date) 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The exact date the body was found.   

Context: This information is important for forensic and epidemiological purposes. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Date Form: Date 

Field Size: Min. 10 Max. 10 Layout: DD/MM/CCYY 

Status: Advisable. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Clarification is required or valuable for explanation of event OR 

Any of the relevant data items on the screen are completed (Date, Time, 
Institution, Street, Postcode, State or Country). 

Codeset: Valid date. 

If the date the body was found is unknown and an appropriate cannot be 
determined (i.e. date reported to coroner), the Body Found screen should 
remain uncoded. 
 

Guide for Use: Must be used in combination with Body Found (On Time) to represent the 
exact moment that the body of the deceased was discovered. 

Can only be coded as an exact Date and Time. 

If the exact moment is not known (unusual for Body Found) use the last 
date/time stated by person who discovered the body.  

Verification Rules: This field should be completed when the exact date is known. 

Body Found Date/Time must be later or equal to the date/time 
combination coded for Death, Incident or Last Seen Alive. 

Body Found Date/Time must be earlier the date/time combination coded 
for Notification of Death. 

Body Found Date/Time must be later or equal to Date of Birth (excluding 
influence of time during comparison). 

Related Items:  Body Found (On Time). 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

 2 01/07/2014   

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Time Location. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Body Found (On Time) 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The exact time the body was found.   

Context: This information is important for forensic and epidemiological purposes. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Time Form: Time 

Field Size: Min. 5 Max. 5 Layout: HH:MM 

Status: Advisable. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Clarification is required or valuable for explanation of event OR 

Any of the relevant data items on the screen are completed (Date, Time, 
Institution, Street, Postcode, State or Country). 

Codeset: Valid time, expressed as hours and minutes using 24-hour clock. 

If the time/s are unknown, use: 

00:00 Unknown 

Guide for Use: Must be used in combination with Body Found (On Date) to represent the 
exact moment that the body of the deceased was discovered. 

Can only be coded as an exact Date and Time. 

If the exact moment is not known (unusual for Body Found) use the last 
date/time stated by person who discovered the body. 

Verification Rules: This field should be completed when the exact time is known. 

Body Found Date/Time must be later or equal to the date/time 
combination coded for Death, Incident or Last Seen Alive. 

Body Found Date/Time must be earlier the date/time combination coded 
for Notification of Death. 

Body Found Date/Time must be later or equal to Date of Birth (excluding 
influence of time during comparison). 

Related Items:  Body Found (On Date) 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

 3 01/07/2014   

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Time Location. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Case Court 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The name/location of the court with responsibility for the case. 

Context: All coronial cases belong to a court area for administrative purposes.  This 
data item indicates this.  It is not a data item to indicate that the case has 
gone to Court for an inquest.  This entry will provide information on the 
number of coronial cases dealt with by each court within the jurisdictions 
submitted data to the NCIS. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Text Form: Text 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 64 Layout: See Guide for use 

Status: Mandatory. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Case is entered into system. 

Codeset: Applicable courts for jurisdictions.  

Guide for Use: Drop down list of the names of the applicable Courts is provided in the 
database.   

Verification Rules: This field must not be null. 

Related Items:  Local Case Number. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Case Death. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Case Status 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The current status of the particular coroners case. 

Context: Provides information on whether the particular case is still open or 
whether it has been completed and is a closed case. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Text Form: Text 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 1 Layout: Text 

Status: Mandatory. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Case is entered into system and updated upon Case closure. 

Codeset: O Case Open 

C Case Closed 

Guide for Use: Automatically maintained by Local Case Management System and/or 
NCIS. 

Updated when Case is closed or re-opened by court or NCIS. 

Verification Rules: This field must not be null. 

Related Items:  Coroner Closed; Date Case Closed. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Case Death. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Case Type - Completion 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: Whether a death was due to natural, external or unknown causes or the 
body was never recovered. 

An external cause death is defined as any death that resulted directly or 
indirectly from environmental events or circumstances that caused injury, 
poisoning and other adverse effects (WHO, 1992). 

Context: To assist epidemiological analysis and research endeavours by 
distinguishing cases (at the time of completion of coronial investigation) in 
terms of the type of death and influence of external or unknown factors. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Numeric Form: Code 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 3 Layout: NNN 

Status: Mandatory. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Case closed. 

Codeset: 1 Death due to Natural Cause(s) 

2 Death due to External Cause(s) 

3 Body Not Recovered 

999 Unlikely To Be Known 

Guide for Use: Coding must be based on the determination of the Coroner. 

Intent ï Case Completion must be coded for all cases where  
Case Type ï Completion coded as ó2 ï Death due to External Cause(s)ô or 
ó999 ï Unlikely To Be Knownô. 

Verification Rules: This field must not be null. 

Related Items:  Case Type ï Notification; Intent ï Case Completion;  
Intent ï Notification (Presumed). 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

3 01/07/2007   

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Case Death. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments: Commonly there will be a very clear connection between external cause 
and death, which occurs soon after the event.  In some cases, the death 
may not occur for weeks, months, years after an injury, but is clearly an 
end result of that injury.  The final coronial finding is used for clarification. 
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Case Type - Notification 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: Whether a death was due to natural, external or unknown causes or the 
body was never recovered. 

An external cause death is defined as any death that resulted directly or 
indirectly from environmental events or circumstances that caused injury, 
poisoning and other adverse effects (WHO, 1992). 

Context: To assist epidemiological analysis and research endeavours by 
distinguishing cases (at the time of completion of coronial investigation) in 
terms of the type of death and influence of external or unknown factors. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Numeric Form: Code 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 3 Layout: NNN 

Status: Mandatory. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Case is entered into system. 

Codeset: 1 Death due to Natural Cause(s) 

2 Death due to External Cause(s) 

3 Body Not Recovered 

888 Still Enquiring 

999 Unlikely To Be Known 

Guide for Use: Based on information available to investigators at the time the death is 
reported to the coroner, must not be updated following initial coding.   

Intent ï Notification (Presumed) must be coded for all cases where  
Case Type ï Completion coded as ó2 ï Death due to External Cause(s)ô or  
ó999 ï Unlikely To Be Knownô. 

Verification Rules: This field must not be null. 

Related Items:  Case Type ï Completion; Intent ïCompletion;  
Intent ï Notification (Presumed). 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

3 01/07/2007   

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Case Death. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments: Commonly there will be a very clear connection between external cause 
and death, which occurs soon after the event.  In some cases, the death 
may not occur for weeks, months, years after an injury, but is clearly an 
end result of that injury.  The final coronial finding is used for clarification. 
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Circumstances ï Police Narrative Text 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The description of the circumstances of death as reported at time of 
notification. 

Context: The aim of this text narrative is to provide a description of the 
circumstances surrounding the death; to provide some additional detail 
that is not included elsewhere in the data set and to provide a context for 
the coded information. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Text Form: Text 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. as 
required 

Layout: Text 

Status: Mandatory. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Case closed. 

Codeset: Free text. 

Guide for Use: The narrative must be a copy of the information as it appears on the 
original police form.   

The overall content of the information cannot be edited, although removal 
of names and personal details for witnesses etc. is advisable. 

Verification Rules: This field may be null.   

Related Items:   

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Case Death. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Context 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The nature of the transport injury event and for a land transport event, 
where it occurred. 

Context: Vehicles may be involved in the occurrence of injuries in several ways, 
identification of which may be important for prevention.  They may crash 
while engaged in road traffic, while being used in other contexts (e.g. off-
road travel) or while being used for travel via air, rail or water. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Numeric Form: Code 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 3 Layout: NNN 

Status: Conditional Mandatory. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Mechanism of Injury coded as ó1.01 ï Transport Injury Eventô. 

Codeset: 1 Land Transport Traffic Injury Event 

2 Land Transport Non-Traffic Injury Event 

3 Unspecified Traffic/Non-Traffic Land Transport Injury Event 

5 Water Transport Crash or Collision 

6 Air or Space Transport Crash or Collision 

7 Train or Railway Transport Crash or Collision 

8 Other Specified Type of Transport Injury Event 

9 Unspecified Type of Transport Injury Event 

888 Still Enquiring 

999 Unlikely To Be Known 

Guide for Use: This data field is only displayed and mandatory when Mechanism of Injury 
is coded as ó1.01 ï Transport Injury Eventô. 

If a vehicle is the site of the event but is not being used as a transport 
vehicle at the time, or the action of transport has no influence on the 
incident; the Mechanism of Injury must be coded as appropriate, which will 
not be a Transport Injury event and thus Context will not be displayed. 

Select the code which best represents where and how the transport event 
occurred.  

Descriptions of land transport injury events rarely use the terminology of 
ótrafficô or ónon-trafficô, therefore coders need to be alert to information that 
clarifies where the event occurred. 

Verification Rules: This field must not be null if Mechanism of Injury is coded as  
ó1.01 ï Transport Injury Eventô. 

ó888 ï Still Enquiringô is not valid for closed cases. 

Related Items:  Mechanism of Injury; Mode of Transport; Counterpart; User;  
Object or Substance Producing Injury. 
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Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

3 01/07/2007   

Definition Source: ICECI: Version 1.2. 

Organisation Source: WHO. 

NCIS Table Source: Mechanism. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Coroner Closed 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The date the case was closed by the Coroner.  

Context: Required to identify that the particular case was closed on a particular 
date. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Date Form: Date 

Field Size: Min. 10 Max. 10 Layout: DD/MM/CCYY 

Status: Mandatory. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Case closed. 

Codeset: Valid date. 

Guide for Use: Manual entry of the exact date the coronial investigation was closed by 
the responsible coroner.  Usually the date stipulated on the Coronial 
Finding or similar court documentation.   

Where the Coroner Closed date is unknown (case closed prior to inclusion 
of data field on 01/05/2000 and NCIS unable to verify actual date) the 
default date of 09/09/9999 will be displayed. 

Verification Rules: This field must not be null. 

Coroner Closed date must be before or equal to Date Case Closed. 

Related Items:  Case Status. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

3 01/05/2005   

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Case Death. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Coronerôs Recommendation/Warning 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: An indicator as to the inclusion of one or more recommendations/warnings 
made by a Coroner on a particular case. 

Context: Recommendations made by a Coroner usually have important public 
safety implications.  Therefore, cases with coronial recommendations 
need to be easily identified. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Numeric Form: Code 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 1 Layout: N 

Status: Mandatory. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Case closed. 

Codeset: 1 Recommendations made/warnings made 

2 Recommendations not made/warnings not made 

Guide for Use: This data item is only located in Procedure Type ï Finding. 

Verification Rules: This field must not be null. 

Related Items:  No inquest. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Procedure. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Counterpart 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The other vehicle, person, animal or object (if any) with which the 
deceased, or vehicle in which the deceased was travelling, collided. 

Context: Most transport crashes involve a person or a vehicle colliding with one or 
more other people or vehicles, or with other objects.  These 'other' parties 
in a collision may be described as 'counterparts'.  This data item enables 
the type of counterpart to be coded. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Numeric Form: Code 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 4 Layout: NN.N 

Status: Conditional Mandatory. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Mechanism of Injury coded as ó1.01 ï Transport Injury Eventô. 

Codeset: Refer Supplementary Codeset 2 for Inclusions and Exclusions. 

1 Pedestrian 

1.1 Person on Foot 

1.2 Person using a Pedestrian Conveyance 

1.3 Swimmer 

1.4 Occupant Out Of Vehicle 

  

2 Pedal Cycle 

  

3 Other Non-Motorised Transport Device  

3.1 Animal-Drawn Vehicle 

3.2 Animal being Ridden 

3.3 Trailer, Caravan, Horse Float 

3.8 Other Specified Non-Motorised Transport Device 

3.9 Unspecified Non-Motorised Transport Device 

  

4 Two-Wheeled Motor Vehicle 

4.1 Motorised Bicycle 

4.2 Motorcycle 

4.3 Mobility Scooter, Gopher 

4.8 Other Specified Two-Wheeled Motor Vehicle 

4.9 Unspecified Two-Wheeled Motor Vehicle 

  

5 Three-Wheeled Motor Vehicle 

  

6 Light Transport Vehicle with Four or More Wheels 

6.1 Motor Car, Station Wagon, Minivan 

6.2 Minibus, Passenger Van 

6.3 Pick-Up Truck, Utility, Goods or Work Van, Ambulance, Motor Home 

6.4 
Light Transport Vehicle with Four or More Wheels used in Sport and 
Leisure Activities 

6.8 Other Specified Light Transport Vehicle with Four or More Wheels 

6.9 Unspecified Light Transport Vehicle with Four or More Wheels 
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7 Heavy Transport Vehicle 

7.1 Bus or Coach 

7.2 Truck 

7.8 Other Specified Heavy Transport Vehicle 

7.9 Unspecified Heavy Transport Vehicle  

  

8 Rail Vehicle 

8.1 Railway Train 

8.2 Streetcar, Tram 

8.3 Funicular, Monorail 

8.8 Other Specified Rail Vehicle 

8.9 Unspecified Rail Vehicle  

  

9 Special Industrial, Agricultural or Construction Vehicle 

9.1 Special Vehicle used in Industry 

9.2 Special Vehicle used in Agriculture 

9.3 Special Vehicle used in Construction 

  

10 Special All-Terrain or Off-Road Vehicle 

10.1 Snowmobile 

10.2 Hovercraft Operating on Land or Swamp 

10.3 Four Wheel Drive Vehicle, 4x4 

10.4 Quad Bike, ATV 

10.8 Other Specified All-Terrain or Off-Road Vehicle 

10.9 Unspecified All-Terrain or Off-Road Vehicle 

  

11 Watercraft 

11.1 Merchant Ship 

11.2 Passenger Ship 

11.3 Fishing Boat, Trawler 

11.4 Other Specified Powered (Motorised) Watercraft 

11.5 Sailboat, Unpowered Yacht 

11.6 Powered Watercraft 

11.7 Jet Ski 

11.8 Other Specified Unpowered Watercraft 

11.9 Unspecified Watercraft, Powered or Unpowered 

  

12 Aircraft 

12.1 Powered Aircraft 

12.2 Unpowered Aircraft 

12.4 Space Craft 

12.5 Parachute used in Descent from Damaged Aircraft 

12.6 Parachute used in Descent from Undamaged Aircraft 

12.9 Unspecified Aircraft 

  

13 Fixed or Stationary Object 

13.1 Vehicle Parked at the Side of a Road or in a Parking Lot 

13.2 Small Loose Object 

13.3 Small or Light Fixed Object 

13.4 Large or Heavy Fixed Object 

13.5 Ground Surface 

13.8 Other Specified Fixed or Stationary Object 

13.9 Unspecified Fixed or Stationary Object 

  

14 Animal 

14.1 Unattended Animal 

14.2 Animal Being Herded 

14.8 Other Specified Animal 

14.9 Unspecified Animal 



 

42                NCIS Data Dictionary ï Version 3 (Revised), September 2018 

15 No Counterpart 

15.1 Sudden Movement of Vehicle, Without Collision, Resulted in Injury 

15.2 Rollover of Vehicle Without Collision 

15.9 No Counterpart 

  

98 Other Specified Counterpart 

  

99 Unspecified Counterpart 

  

888 Still Enquiring 

  

999 Unlikely To Be Known 

Guide for Use: This data field is only displayed and mandatory when Mechanism of Injury 
is coded as ó1.01 ï Transport Injury Eventô. 

Select the code which best represents the counterpart of the deceased or 
the vehicle in which the deceased was travelling at the time of the injury 
event. 

Counterpart involves two (2) levels of coding for the majority of categories, 
with the second level providing a detailed description of the actual object. 

A parked vehicle and an object that can be mobile but is stationary at the 
time of the collision is coded as ô13 ï Fixed or Stationary Objectô 

If there is no collision, such as an incident resulting from a burst tyre, 
excessive speed or inattention code as ô15 ï No Counterpartô 

If more than one vehicle type is involved in the event and neither vehicle is 
stipulated as the vehicle in which the deceased was travelling, code as  
ô99 ï Unspecified Counterpartô. 

If a vehicle is the site of the event but is not being used as a transport 
vehicle at the time, or the action of transport has no influence on the 
incident; the Mechanism of Injury must be coded as appropriate, which will 
not be a Transport Injury event and thus Counterpart will not be displayed. 

Verification Rules: This field must not be null if Mechanism of Injury is coded as  
ó1.01 ï Transport Injury Eventô. 

ó888 ï Still Enquiringô is not valid for closed cases. 

Related Items:  Mechanism of Injury; Mode of Transport; Context; User;  
Object or Substance Producing Injury. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

3 01/07/2007 4 01/07/2010 

5 01/07/2014   

Definition Source: ICECI: Version 1.2. 

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Mechanism. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Country of Birth  

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The country in which the deceased person was born. 

Context: Country of birth is important in the study of access to services by different 
population sub-groups.  Country of birth is the most easily collected and 
consistently reported of possible data items.  The item provides a link 
between the Census of Population and Housing, other ABS statistical 
collections and regional data collections.  Country of birth may be used in 
conjunction with other data items such as period of residence in Australia, 
etc., to derive more sophisticated measures of access to services by 
different population sub-groups. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Numeric Form: Code 

Field Size: Min. 4 Max. 4 Layout: NNNN 

Status: Mandatory. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Case closed. 

Codeset: Refer Supplementary Codeset 1. 

If Country of Birth is unknown, use: 

9888 Still Enquiring 

9999 Unlikely To Be Known 

Guide for Use: A country, even if it is comprised of other discrete political entities such as 
states, is treated as a single unit for all data domain purposes.  Parts of a 
political entity are not included in different groups.  Thus, Hawaii is 
included in Northern America (as part of the identified country United 
States of America), despite being geographically close to and having 
similar social and cultural characteristics as the units classified to 
Polynesia in the SACC (ABS 2008). 

Verification Rules: This field must not be null. 

ó8888 ï Still Enquiringô is not valid for closed cases. 

Related Items:  Ethnicity; Years in Australia. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

Definition Source: ABS (1998b). Standard Australian Classification of Countries (SACC) 
Catalogue No. 1269.0. 

Organisation Source: ABS. 

NCIS Table Source: Case Death. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Date Case Closed 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The date the case was closed in the Local Case Management System 
and/or NCIS. 

Context: Required to produce case statistics such as time between notification and 
closure, estimating workload etc.  Used as basis for inclusion of case in 
the NCIS Quality Assurance program. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Date Form: Date 

Field Size: Min. 10 Max. 10 Layout: DD/MM/CCYY 

Status: Mandatory. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Case closed. 

Codeset: Valid date. 

Guide for Use: The date is automatically generated when the Sign Off field is activated.   

Verification Rules: This field must not be null. 

Related Items:  Case Status. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

3 01/05/2005   

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Case Death. 

Data Entry: The date is automatically generated when the Sign Off field is activated.   

Comments:  
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Date Changed 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The date on which any of the data fields in the NCIS database was last 
amended or updated.  Does not include the initial upload of a case to the 
system. 

Context: Allows users to identify cases which have been updated, amended, 
reopened or closed after (or between) a specified date(s).  Useful for 
searches which are run on a regular basis. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Date Form: Date 

Field Size: Min. 10 Max. 10 Layout: DD/MM/CCYY 

Status: Optional Mandatory. 

Reported For: Cases which have been updated on the NCIS. 

Reported When: Updates made to NCIS tables. 

Codeset: Valid Date. 

Guide for Use: The date is automatically generated when at least one data field in a case 
is modified on the NCIS.  Includes attachment of documents to an existing 
case. 

Verification Rules: This field may be null. 

Related Items:  Coroner Closed; Date Case Closed; Date of Notification of Death; Time of 
Notification of Death. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/2010   

Definition Source: NCIS 

Organisation Source: NCIS 

NCIS Table Source: Case Death. 

Data Entry: The date is automatically generated or updated upon modification to any 
of the NCIS tables. 

Comments: Date is not displayed on the NCIS interface, it is stored is the database as 
the Last Modified data field. 
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Date of Birth 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The date of birth of the deceased person. 

Context: Required to derive age for demographic analyses such as by age of 
death. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Date Form: Date 

Field Size: Min. 10 Max. 10 Layout: DD/MM/CCYY 

Status: Mandatory. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Case closed. 

Codeset: Valid date. 

If Date of Birth unknown, use: 

08/08/8888 Still Enquiring 

09/09/9999 Unlikely To Be Known 

Guide for Use: If year of birth is known (but Date of Birth is not), use date 01/01/CCYY to 
estimate age (where CCYY is year of birth). 

If date of birth is unknown, but an assessment can be made of the age (in 
years) the derived date of birth, using the age as a basis should be 
entered. 

Date of Birth must be earlier or equal to Date of Notification of Death, 
Body Found, Death, Incident and Last Seen Alive (excluding influence of 
time during comparison). 

Verification Rules: This field must not be null. 

ó08/08/8888 ï Still Enquiringô is not valid for closed cases. 

Related Items:  Age (At Death); Date of Death; Date of Notification. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

Definition Source: NHDD: Version 14.   

Organisation Source: AIHW. 

NCIS Table Source: Case Death. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Date of Notification of Death 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The date on which notification of death was received by the coroner. 

Context: There is a requirement to know when the coronial process was initiated. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Date Form: Date 

Field Size: Min. 10 Max. 10 Layout: DD/MM/CCYY 

Status: Mandatory. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Case is entered into system. 

Codeset: Valid date. 

Guide for Use: The date is uploaded to the NCIS from the Local Case Management 
Systems where it is automatically generated as the case is entered onto 
the court system.  If this date does not reflect the true date of the 
notification it may be overwritten. 

Verification Rules: This field must not be null. 

Date of Notification of Death (in combination with Time of Notification of 
Death) must be later than the Date/Time combinations entered for 
Incident, Death, Last Seen Alive and Body Found. 

Date of Notification of Death must be later or equal to Date of Birth 
(excluding influence of time during comparison). 

Related Items:  Date of Birth; Time of Notification of Death. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Case Death. 

Data Entry: Automatically inserted as case is entered onto system or revised at 
Coronersô offices by designated Coronersô staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Death Address ï Country 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The country of the address where the death occurred. 

Context: This information is important for preventative purposes.  Forms a 
complete address when combined with other address data items. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Numeric Form: Code 

Field Size: Min. 4 Max. 4 Layout: NNNN 

Status: Mandatory. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Case closed. 

Codeset: Refer Supplementary Codeset 1. 

If the country is unknown, use: 

9777 Not Applicable 

8888 Still Enquiring 

9999 Unlikely To Be Known 

Guide for Use: A country, even if it is comprised of other discrete political entities such as 
states, is treated as a single unit for all data domain purposes.  Parts of a 
political entity are not included in different groups.  Thus, Hawaii is 
included United States of America (ABS, 2008). 

Verification Rules: This field must not be null. 

ó8888 ï Still Enquiringô is not valid for closed cases. 

Related Items:  Death Address ï Institution; Death Address ï Postcode;  
Death Address ï State; Death Address ï Street;  
Death Address ï Suburb. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

Definition Source: ABS Catalogue No.1269.0 

Organisation Source: ABS. 

NCIS Table Source: Time Location. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Death Address ï Institution 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The name of the institution, facility or entity where the death occurred. 

Context: This information is important for preventative purposes.  Forms a 
complete address when combined with other address data items. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Text Form: Text 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 100 Layout: Text 

Status: Optional. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Case closed. 

Codeset: Free Text. 

Guide for Use: An institution name should be entered for locations where the entity has a 
registered name including Hospitals, Nursing Homes, Schools, and 
Caravan Parks. 

Details regarding specific wards, units, sites etc. should be recorded in the 
Death Address ï Free Text data field. 

Verification Rules: May be null. 

Related Items:  Death Address ï Country; Death Address ï Street;  
Death Address ï Postcode; Death Address ï State;  
Death Address ï Suburb. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/2007 2 13/06/2017 

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Time Location. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Death Address ï Postcode 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The postcode of the address where the death occurred. 

Context: This information is important for preventative purposes.  Forms a 
complete address when combined with other address data items. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Numeric Form: Code 

Field Size: Min. 4 Max. 4 Layout: NNNN 

Status: Mandatory. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Case closed. 

Codeset: Postcode booklet, Australia Post (December 1999). 

If the postcode is unknown, use: 

7777 Not Applicable (includes Resident Overseas, No Fixed Address) 

8888 Still Enquiring 

9999 Unlikely To Be Known 

Guide for Use: The creation of suburbs and postcodes is continuous and the NCIS 
reference table may be updated to reflect this.  If a suburb or postcode is 
not listed in the reference table please contact NCIS for assistance.  

Verification Rules: Must not be null. 

ó8888 ï Still Enquiringô is not valid for closed cases. 

Related Items:  Death Address ï Country; Death Address ï Institution;  
Death Address ï State; Death Address ï Street;  
Death Address ï Suburb. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: Australia Post. 

NCIS Table Source: Time Location. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Death Address ï State 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The state or territory of the address where the death occurred. 

Context: This information is important for preventative purposes.  Forms a 
complete address when combined with other address data items. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Numeric Form: Code 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 2 Layout: NN 

Status: Mandatory. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Case closed. 

Codeset: 00 Not Applicable (includes Resident Overseas, No Fixed Address) 

01 New South Wales 

02 Victoria 

03 Queensland 

04 South Australia 

05 Western Australia 

06 Tasmania 

07 Northern Territory 

08 Australian Capital Territory 

09 New Zealand 

20 Other Territories (Cocos (Keeling) Islands, Christmas Islands and 
Jervis Bay Territory) 

88 Still Enquiring 

99 Unlikely To Be Known 

Guide for Use: Displayed only for Australia cases, hidden when displaying New Zealand 
cases as New Zealand is divided into regions rather than states. 

Unless the event occurred overseas: ó0 ï Not Applicableô is not valid for 
Death Address ï State, as verification of the State/Territory in which the 
death occurred should be available for all cases reported to Australian 
coroners. 

Verification Rules: Must not be null. 

ó88 ï Still Enquiringô is not valid for closed cases. 

Related Items:  Death Address ï Institution; Death Address ï Street;  
Death Address ï Suburb; Death Address ï Postcode;  
Death Address ï Country. 
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Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

3 01/07/2010   

Definition Source: NHDD: Version 13.   

Domain values are derived from ASGC (ABS, 1998a) 

Organisation Source: AIHW. 

NCIS Table Source: Time Location. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Death Address ï Street 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The number and street of the address where the death occurred. 

Context: This information is important for preventative purposes.  Forms a 
complete address when combined with other address data items. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Text Form: Text 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 80 Layout: Text 

Status: Mandatory. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Case closed. 

Codeset: Free text. 

If the street is unknown, use: 

7 Not Applicable (includes Resident Overseas, No Fixed Address) 

8 Still Enquiring 

9 Unlikely To Be Known 

Guide for Use: Wherever possible, abbreviations should not be used (i.e.; use ñStreetò not 
ñStò). 

Verification Rules: Must not be null. 

ó8 ï Still Enquiringô is not valid for closed cases. 

Related Items:  Death Address ï Country; Death Address ï Institution;  
Death Address ï Postcode; Death Address ï State;  
Death Address ï Suburb. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Time Location. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Death Address ï Suburb 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The suburb of the address where the death occurred. 

Context: This information is important for preventative purposes.  Together with 
postcode reports the geographic location of the event. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Text Form: Text 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 32 Layout: Text 

Status: Mandatory. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Case closed. 

Codeset: Free text. 

If the suburb is unknown, use: 

7 Not Applicable (includes Resident Overseas, No Fixed Address) 

8 Still Enquiring 

9 Unlikely To Be Known 

Guide for Use: May be a recognised town, city or suburb or refer to a commonly used 
location name such as an agricultural property or indigenous community. 

The creation of suburbs and postcodes is continuous and the NCIS 
reference table may be updated to reflect this.  If a suburb or postcode is 
not listed in the reference table please contact NCIS for assistance. 

Verification Rules: Must not be null. 

ó8 ï Still Enquiringô is not valid for closed cases. 

Related Items:  Death Address ï Country; Death Address ï Institution;  
Death Address ï Postcode; Death Address ï State;  
Death Address ï Street. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Time Location. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Death Address ï Town/City 

Identifying and Definitional Attributes 

Definition: The Town/City of the address where the death occurred. 

Context: This information is important for preventative purposes.  Together with 
postcode reports the geographic location of the event. 

Collected as part of the New Zealand Core Data Set ï Not collected for deaths 
reported to an Australian Coroner. 

Relational and Representational Attributes 

Data Type: Text Form: Text 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 40 Layout: Text 

Status: Optional. 

Reported For: New Zealand cases. 

Reported When: Case Closed 

Codeset: Free text. 

If the suburb is unknown, use: 

9999944 Don't Know 

9999955 Refused to Answer 

9999977 Response Unidentifiable 

9999988 Response Outside Scope 

9999996 No Fixed Abode 

9999997 Country Not Stated 

9999998 New Zealand Not Further Defined 

9999999 Not Stated 

Guide for Use: A city is a territorial authority area which has a minimum population of 50,000, 
is predominantly urban in character, is a distinct entity and a major centre of 
activity within its parent region. 

Verification Rules: Must not be null. 

Related Items:  

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/2010   

Definition Source: Statistics New Zealand, New Zealand Ministry of Health. 

Organisation Source: New Zealand Coroners System. 

NCIS Table Source: Case Death. 

Data Entry: Coded via New Zealand Coroners System. 

Comments:  
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Death Address ï Free Text 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: Free text field for entry of details relating to where the death occurred. 

Context: Provides an opportunity for further details to be recorded regarding the 
event. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Text Form: Text 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. As 
Required 

Layout: Text 

Status: Optional. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Clarification is required or valuable for explanation of event OR 

Any of the relevant data items on the screen are completed (Activity, Date, 
Time, Institution, Street, Postcode, State or Country). 

Codeset: Free text. 

Guide for Use: Record useful details of the event(s) involved to allow clarification of 
coding throughout the case or provide specific information concerning the 
role and activities of the deceased or others. 

Details regarding specific wards, units, sites etc. of institutions can also be 
recorded. 

Verification Rules: May be null. 

Related Items:  Death Address ï Country; Death Address ï Institution;  
Death Address ï Postcode; Death Address ï State;  
Death Address ï Street; Death Address ï Suburb. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Time Location. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Death (Between Date) 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The date range during which death occurred; used for cases where the 
exact date/time is not known but a range of dates and/or times during 
which the death occurred. 

Context: This information is important for forensic and epidemiological purposes. 
Sometimes an exact date is unavailable, although an approximate one is 
and it is valuable to record the range within which the exact date falls.  
This will at least provide an indication of the relevant dates related to a 
case, rather than being recorded as an óunknownô. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Date Form: Date 

Field Size: Min. 10 Max. 10 Layout: DD/MM/CCYY 

Status: Conditional Mandatory. 

Reported For: Cases where date of death is stated within a range rather than exact. 

Reported When: As available or on Case closure. 

Codeset: Valid date. 

Guide for Use: This is significant when the exact date and/or time cannot be determined.   

The two date fields are used in conjunction with Death (Between Time) to 
represent the range in which death most likely occurred. 

The first of the two date fields records the first date in the range, with the 
last date recorded in the second date field. 

The date/time range should be as precise and complete as possible, 
clearly indicating that the death occurred anytime between the two 
reported dates/times.   

Verification Rules: This field may be null only if Death (On Date) has been coded. 

ó08/08/8888 ï Still Enquiringô is not valid for closed cases. 

Death Date/Time must be later or equal to the date/time combination 
coded for Incident or Last Seen Alive. 

Death Date/Time must be earlier or equal to the date/time combination 
coded for Body Found. 

Death Date/Time must be earlier than the date/time combination coded for 
Notification of Death. 

Death Date/Time must be later or equal to Date of Birth (excluding time). 

Related Items:  Death (Between Time); Death (On Date); Death (On Time). 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Time Location. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Death (On Date) 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The exact date that death occurred.   

Context: This information is important for forensic and epidemiological purposes. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Date Form: Date 

Field Size: Min. 10 Max. 10 Layout: DD/MM/CCYY 

Status: Conditional Mandatory. 

Reported For: All cases where the exact date of death is stated. 

Reported When: As available or on Case closure. 

Codeset: Valid date.   

If the date/s are unknown (and a date range cannot be determined), use: 

08/08/8888 Still Enquiring 

09/09/9999 Unlikely To Be Known 

Guide for Use: Must be used in combination with Death (On Time) to represent the exact 
moment that the death occurred. 

If the exact date and time is known, it should be recorded using the On 
Date and On Time data items only.   

If the exact moment is not known use Death (Between Date) and Death 
(Between Time) to indicate the rage during which death occurred. 

Verification Rules: This field may be null only if Death (Between Date) has been coded. 

ó08/08/8888 ï Still Enquiringô is not valid for closed cases. 

Death Date/Time must be later or equal to the date/time combination 
coded for Incident or Last Seen Alive. 

Death Date/Time must be earlier or equal to the date/time combination 
coded for Body Found. 

Death Date/Time must be earlier than the date/time combination coded for 
Notification of Death. 

Death Date/Time must be later or equal to Date of Birth (excluding time). 

Related Items:  Death (On Time); Death (Between Date); Death (Between Time). 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Time Location. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Death (Between Time) 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The time range during which death occurred; used for cases where the 
exact date/time is not known but a range of dates and/or times during 
which the death occurred is known. 

Context: This information is important for forensic and epidemiological purposes. 
Sometimes an exact time is unavailable, although an approximate one is 
and it is valuable to record the range within which the exact date falls.  
This will at least provide an indication of the relevant dates related to a 
case, rather than being recorded as an óunknownô. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Time Form: Time 

Field Size: Min. 5 Max. 5 Layout: HH:MM 

Status: Conditional Mandatory. 

Reported For: Cases where time of death is stated within a range rather than exact. 

Reported When: As available or on Case closure. 

Codeset: Valid time, expressed as hours and minutes using 24-hour clock. 

Guide for Use: This is significant when the exact date and/or time cannot be determined. 

The two time fields are used in conjunction with Death (Between Date) to 
represent the range in which death most likely occurred. 

The first of the two time fields records the first time in the range, with the 
last time recorded in the second time field. 

The date/time range should be as precise and complete as possible 
clearly indicating that the death could have been found anytime between 
the two reported dates/times.   

Verification Rules: This field may be null only if Death (On Date) has been coded. 

Death Date/Time must be later or equal to the date/time combination 
coded for Incident or Last Seen Alive. 

Death Date/Time must be earlier or equal to the date/time combination 
coded for Body Found. 

Death Date/Time must be earlier than the date/time combination coded for 
Notification of Death. 

Death Date/Time must be later or equal to Date of Birth (excluding 
influence of time during comparison). 

Related Items:  Death (Between Date); Death (On Date); Death (On Time). 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Time Location. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Death (On Time) 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The exact time that death occurred.   

Context: This information is important for forensic and epidemiological purposes. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Time Form: Time 

Field Size: Min. 5 Max. 5 Layout: HH:MM 

Status: Conditional Mandatory. 

Reported For: All cases where the exact time of death is stated. 

Reported When: As available or on Case closure. 

Codeset: Valid time, expressed as hours and minutes using 24-hour clock. 

If the time/s are unknown (and a time range cannot be determined), use: 

00:00 Unknown 

Guide for Use: Must be used in combination with Death (On Time) to represent the exact 
moment that the death occurred. 

If the exact date and time is known, it should be recorded using the On 
Date and On Time data items only.   

If the exact moment is not known use Death (Between Date) and Death 
(Between Time) to indicate the rage during which death most likely 
occurred. 

Verification Rules: This field may be null only if Death (Between Time) has been coded. 

Death Date/Time must be later or equal to the date/time combination 
coded for Incident or Last Seen Alive. 

Death Date/Time must be earlier or equal to the date/time combination 
coded for Body Found. 

Death Date/Time must be earlier than the date/time combination coded for 
Notification of Death. 

Death Date/Time must be later or equal to Date of Birth (excluding 
influence of time during comparison). 

Related Items:  Death (On Date); Death (Between Date); Death (Between Time). 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Time Location. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Death Registration Number 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The number allocated to the death on Registry of Birth, Deaths and 
Marriages with the jurisdiction. 

Context: To allow easy identification of relevant Death Registry information 
associated with the case. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Alphanumeric Form: Alphanumeric 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 16 Layout: Alphanumeric 

Status: Optional. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: As available. 

Codeset: The layout and domain of a death registration number may differ between 
jurisdictions.   

Guide for Use: Characters should be entered according to the format relevant to 
individual jurisdictions. 

Verification Rules: This field may be null. 

Related Items:   

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/2000   

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Case Death. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Description of Procedure Type ï Other 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: A description of the type of procedure requested to support the coronial 
investigation, if neither autopsy, toxicology nor finding. 

Context: One or more procedures may be requested for a coronial case, it is 
important to identify the type of procedure requested for each case for 
coronial and epidemiological purposes. For example police reports, DNA 
etc. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Text Form: Text 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 64 Layout: Text 

Status: Optional. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: As available. 

Codeset: Free Text. 

Guide for Use: Enter details on the type of procedure for which a document is being 
attached. 

Verification Rules: This field must not be null if the data item Procedure type for óOtherô is 
coded as Yes. 

Related Items:  Procedure Type; Procedure Status. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/2000   

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Procedure. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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 Employment Status 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The employment status of the deceased. 

Context: The Australian Health Ministersô Advisory Council Health Targets and 
Implementation Committee (1988) identified socioeconomic status as the 
most important factor explaining health differentials in the Australian 
population.   

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Numeric Form: Code 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 2 Layout: NN 

Status: Mandatory. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: As available. 

Codeset: 1 Child not at school 

2 Student 

3 Employed 

4 Unemployed 

5 Home duties 

6 Retired/Pensioner 

7 Other  

8 Prisoner 

9 Still enquiring 

10 Unlikely to be known 

Guide for Use: Category ñ7 ï Otherò comprises all persons not clearly identified in the 
remaining seven categories.   

Verification Rules: This field must not be null. 

ó9 ï Still Enquiringô is not valid for closed cases. 

Related Items:  Usual Occupation; Usual Occupation ï Text. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

Definition Source: NHDD: Version 14.   

Organisation Source: AIHW. 

NCIS Table Source: Case Death. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Ethnicity 

Identifying and Definitional Attributes 

Definition: The ethnic group or groups that people identify with or feel they belong to. 
Ethnicity is a measure of cultural affiliation, as opposed to race, ancestry, 
nationality or citizenship. Ethnicity is self-perceived and people can belong to 
more than one ethnic group. 

Context: Collected as part of the New Zealand Core Data Set ï Not collected for deaths 
reported to an Australian Coroner. 

Relational and Representational Attributes 

Data Type: Numeric Form: Code 

Field Size: Min. 5 Max. 5 Layout: NNNNNN 

Status: Mandatory. 

Reported For: New Zealand cases. 

Reported When: Case Closed 

Codeset: Refer Supplementary Codeset 3. 

If Ethnicity is unknown, use: 

95555 Refused to Answer 

97777 Unidentifiable 

98888 Not Applicable 

99999 Not Specified 

Guide for Use: The collection of ethnicity information is based on self-identification.  However, 
obviously self-identification is not always possible for a variety of reasons, 
however it should be noted that ethnicity in the coronial dataset is therefore 
based on a third partyôs perception of the deceasedôs ethnic identity rather 
than their own.  At death, ethnicity is supplied by next-of-kin.   

In New Zealand, it is the responsibility of with the Funeral Director and 
Registry Counter Staff; to collect this information directly from the next of kin.   

Verification Rules: This field must not be null, for New Zealand cases. 

Not valid for Australian cases. 

Related Items:  

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/2010   

Definition Source: Statistics New Zealand, New Zealand Ministry of Health. 

Organisation Source: New Zealand Coroners System. 

NCIS Table Source: Case Death. 

Data Entry: Coded via New Zealand Coroners System. 

Comments:  
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Event Date 

Identifying and Definitional Attributes 

Definition: The date the multiple fatality event occurred. 

Context: A component of the Multiple Fatality Event.  

Relational and Representational Attributes 

Data Type: Date Form: Date 

Field Size: Min. 10 Max. 10 Layout: DD/MM/CCYY 

Status: Mandatory for MFE allocation. 

Reported For: Single events which resulted in multiple fatalities. 

Reported When: Generating the MFE, usually when the first case involved in the event is 
processed. 

Codeset: Valid Date 

Guide for Use: Enter the date of the event which resulted in the multiple deaths, not the date 
of the individual deaths (which may occur after the initial event). 

Verification Rules:  

Related Items: Event Description, Event Details, Event Flag, Event Number, Event Title, 
Event Type, Event Year, Jurisdiction Identifier, Local Case Number, Multiple 
Fatality Event, NCIS Number. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/2010   

Definition Source: NCIS 

Organisation Source: NCIS 

NCIS Table Source: Multiple Fatality Event 

Data Entry: Coded via the NCIS Interface or Local Case Management Systems (or 
equivalent) in Coronial Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments: Allocated by NCIS for National Events, Allocation by jurisdiction for 
State/Territory events. 
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Event Description 

Identifying and Definitional Attributes 

Definition: A more detailed description of the category of incident involved in a Multiple 
Fatality Event. 

Context: A component of the Multiple Fatality Event number.  

Relational and Representational Attributes 

Data Type: Numeric Form: Code 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 2 Layout: NN 

Status: Mandatory for MFE allocation. 

Reported For: Single events which resulted in multiple fatalities. 

Reported When: Generating the MFE, usually when the first case involved in the event is 
processed. 

Codeset: If Event Type is coded as ó1 ï Vehicle Incidentò: 

01 Land Vehicle ï Single Vehicle 

02 Land Vehicle ï Multiple Vehicles 

03 Aircraft 

04 Watercraft 

09 Other 

If Event Type is coded as ó2 ï External (Non-Intentional) Incidentô: 

01 Fire 

02 Drowning 

03 Crushing 

04 Chemical / Substance Toxicity 

05 Exposure 

06 Workplace Incident 

07 Explosion 

09 Other 

If Event Type is coded as ó3 ï Intentional Actsô: 

01 Homicide Victims but Not Perpetrator 

02 Homicide / Suicide 

03 Homicide / Legal Intervention 

04 Suicide Pact / Multiple Suicides 

05 Terrorism 

09 Other 

If Event Type is coded as ó4 ï Natural Disasterô 

01 Tsunami 

02 Flood/Storm 

03 Bushfire 

04 Earthquake 

09 Other 

If Event Type is coded as ó9 ï Otherô: 

09 Other 
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Guide for Use: Land Vehicle ï Single Vehicle 

Vehicle incident which only involves one vehicle and, if appropriate, a 
counterpart (which is not a land vehicle) i.e. collisions with trees, guard 
railings, pedestrians, walls etc. 

Note: Land Vehicle refers to any vehicle operated on land or ground surfaces, 
this includes: motor vehicles, motorcycles, bicycles, trains, trams, buses etc. 

Land Vehicle ï Multiple Vehicles 

Vehicle incident which involves at least two vehicles and, if appropriate, a 
counterpart (which is not a land vehicle). 

Note: Land Vehicle refers to any vehicle operated on land or ground surfaces, 
this includes: motor vehicles, motorcycles, bicycles, trains, trams, buses etc. 

Aircraft 

Vehicle incident which involves at least one aircraft. 

Aircraft refers to a machine or structure which was designed for and has the 
capacity to travel through the air, includes: airplanes, helicopters, gyrocopters, 
balloons, gliders etc. 

Watercraft 

Vehicle incident which involves at least one watercraft. 

Watercraft refers to any vehicle which was designed for and is used for water 
transportation. 

Exposure 

Death resulting from extending exposure to natural or artificial elements.  
Includes: hyperthermia, hypothermia, dehydration. 

Workplace Incident 

Deaths resulting from a workplace incident or exposure. 

This should be used to describe all events which can be attributed to the 
operations of a workplace, regardless of the cause of death or mechanism of 
injury. 

Homicide Victims but Not Perpetrator 

At least two deaths resulting from the actions of the same person(s) where the 
perpetrator is not included as one of the fatalities. 

Homicide / Suicide 

At least two deaths resulting from the actions of the same person(s) where the 
perpetrator has intentionally take their own life. 

Homicide / Legal Intervention 

At least two deaths resulting from the actions of the same person(s) where the 
perpetrator is included as one of the fatalities however the death of the 
perpetrator was the contributed to by the actions of law enforcement officers. 
This includes police pursuits, hostage negotiations, domestic disputes etc. 

Suicide Pact / Multiple Suicides 

At least two deaths which have resulted from intentional action of the 
deceased persons, either as a pact or agreement or as a matter of 
circumstance (i.e. wives intentional death leads husband to act) to end their 
lives. 

Other 

At least two deaths resulting from factors not identified in available codeset. 

Verification Rules:  

Related Items: Event Date, Event Details, Event Flag, Event Number, Event Title, Event Type, 
Event Year, Jurisdiction Identifier, Local Case Number, Multiple Fatality Event, 
NCIS Number. 
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Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/2010   

Definition Source: NCIS 

Organisation Source: NCIS 

NCIS Table Source: Multiple Fatality Event 

Data Entry: Coded via the NCIS Interface or Local Case Management Systems (or 
equivalent) in Coronial Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments: Allocated by NCIS for National Events, Allocation by jurisdiction for 
State/Territory events. 
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Event Details 

Identifying and Definitional Attributes 

Definition: Free text description of the particulars and circumstances of the specific 
multiple fatality event.  

Context: A component of the Multiple Fatality Event.  

Relational and Representational Attributes 

Data Type: Alpha Form: Text 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 500 Layout: Text 

Status: Mandatory for MFE allocation. 

Reported For: Single events which resulted in multiple fatalities. 

Reported When: Generating the MFE, usually when the first case involved in the event is 
processed. 

Codeset: Free Text 

Guide for Use: Describe the event using as much detail as possible without any facts which 
can individually identify the persons involved. 

The description should be meaningful and useful for the future identification of 
the key factors and elements of the event 

NOTE: The MFE is about the EVENT which result in the multiple deaths not 

each individual death. 

The content of the Event Details is at the discretion of the coder creating the 
MFE, although suggestions for inclusion include: 

¶ A brief summary of the circumstances; 

¶ Details regarding safety equipment, e.g. seatbelt worn, airbag deployed; 

¶ Type and model of aircraft; 

¶ Weather conditions;  

¶ Influence of external factors such as alcohol and drugs. 

Verification Rules:  

Related Items: Event Date, Event Description, Event Flag, Event Number, Event Title, Event 
Type, Event Year, Jurisdiction Identifier, Local Case Number, Multiple Fatality 
Event, NCIS Number. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/2010   

Definition Source: NCIS 

Organisation Source: NCIS 

NCIS Table Source: Multiple Fatality Event 

Data Entry: Coded via the NCIS Interface or Local Case Management Systems (or 
equivalent) in Coronial Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments: Allocated by NCIS for National Events, Allocation by jurisdiction for 
State/Territory events. 
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Event Number 

Identifying and Definitional Attributes 

Definition: A unique number that identifies a specific multiple fatality event. 

Context: A component of the Multiple Fatality Event number.  

Relational and Representational Attributes 

Data Type: Numeric Form: Code 

Field Size: Min. 5 Max. 5 Layout: NNNNN 

Status: Mandatory for MFE allocation. 

Reported For: Single events which resulted in multiple fatalities. 

Reported When: Generating the MFE, usually when the first case involved in the event is 
processed. 

Codeset: Automatically generated by the system based on previous MFE creation. 

Guide for Use: Each jurisdiction runs a separate allocation system; individual jurisdictions can 
be identified within the MFE Number. 

The Event Number within each jurisdiction will reset to 00001 at the 
commencement of each calendar year. 

Verification Rules:  

Related Items: Event Date, Event Description, Event Details, Event Flag, Event Title, Event 
Type, Event Year, Jurisdiction Identifier, Local Case Number, Multiple Fatality 
Event, NCIS Number. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/2010   

Definition Source: NCIS 

Organisation Source: NCIS 

NCIS Table Source: Multiple Fatality Event 

Data Entry: Coded via the NCIS Interface or Local Case Management Systems (or 
equivalent) in Coronial Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments: Allocated by NCIS for National Events, Allocation by jurisdiction for 
State/Territory events. 
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Event Title 

Identifying and Definitional Attributes 

Definition: A title which can be used to identify the specific Multiple Fatality Event. 

Context: A component of the Multiple Fatality Event.  

Relational and Representational Attributes 

Data Type: Alpha Form: Text 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 50 Layout: Text 

Status: Mandatory for MFE allocation. 

Reported For: Single events which resulted in multiple fatalities. 

Reported When: Generating the MFE, usually when the first case involved in the event is 
processed. 

Codeset: Free Text 

Guide for Use: The allocated name should be succinct, meaningful and useful for the future 
identification of the event and applicable cases. 

The content of the title is at the discretion of the coder creating the MFE, 
although suggestions for inclusion include: 

¶ Location (suburb) of event; 

¶ Name of watercraft (e.g. ñSailing Ladyò Boating Incident); 

¶ Indication of land vehicles involved (e.g.: Car v Motorcycle); 

¶ Type of Incident (e.g. 2002 Bali Bombings). 

Verification Rules:  

Related Items: Event Date, Event Description, Event Details, Event Flag, Event Number, 
Event Type, Event Year, Jurisdiction Identifier, Local Case Number, Multiple 
Fatality Event, NCIS Number. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/2010   

Definition Source: NCIS 

Organisation Source: NCIS 

NCIS Table Source: Multiply Fatality Event 

Data Entry: Coded via the NCIS Interface or Local Case Management Systems (or 
equivalent) in Coronial Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments: Allocated by NCIS for National Events, Allocation by jurisdiction for 
State/Territory events. 
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Event Type 

Identifying and Definitional Attributes 

Definition: An identifier for the broad category of event involved in a Multiple Fatality 
Event. 

Context: A component of the Multiple Fatality Event number.  

Relational and Representational Attributes 

Data Type: Numeric Form: Code 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 1 Layout: N 

Status: Mandatory for MFE allocation. 

Reported For: Single events which resulted in multiple fatalities. 

Reported When: Generating the MFE, usually when the first case involved in the event is 
processed. 

Codeset: 1 Vehicle Incident 

2 External (Non-Intentional) Incident 

3 Intentional Acts 

4 Natural Disaster 

9 Other 

Guide for Use: Select the category which best suits the event (will impact on subsequent data 
fields that can be selected). 

óExternal (Non-Intentional) Incidentô should be selected for all unintentional 
acts which do not involve a vehicle incident or natural disaster. 

Verification Rules:  

Related Items: Event Date, Event Description, Event Details, Event Flag, Event Number, 
Event Title, Event Year, Jurisdiction Identifier, Local Case Number, Multiple 
Fatality Event, NCIS Number. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/2010   

Definition Source: NCIS 

Organisation Source: NCIS 

NCIS Table Source: Multiple Fatality Event 

Data Entry: Coded via the NCIS Interface or Local Case Management Systems (or 
equivalent) in Coronial Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments: Allocated by NCIS for National Events, Allocation by jurisdiction for 
State/Territory events. 
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Event Year 

Identifying and Definitional Attributes 

Definition: The year in which the multiple fatality event occurred 

Context: A component of the Multiple Fatality Event number.  

Relational and Representational Attributes 

Data Type: Numeric Form: Code 

Field Size: Min. 4 Max. 4 Layout: CCYY 

Status: Mandatory for MFE allocation. 

Reported For: Single events which resulted in multiple fatalities. 

Reported When: Generating the MFE, usually when the first case involved in the event is 
processed. 

Codeset: Predefined years within the specifications of the NCIS. 

Guide for Use: Select the year in which the event occurred. 

If outside the specifications of the NCIS (prior to 2000) then enter the year that 
the case was notified to the Coroner. 

If both the Event Year and Notification Year are outside the specifications of 
the NCIS, contact the NCIS to determine if the case should be retained in the 
system. 

Verification Rules:  

Related Items: Event Date, Event Description, Event Details, Event Flag, Event Number, 
Event Title, Event Type, Jurisdiction Identifier, Local Case Number, Multiple 
Fatality Event, NCIS Number. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/2010   

Definition Source: NCIS 

Organisation Source: NCIS 

NCIS Table Source: Multiple Fatality Event 

Data Entry: Coded via the NCIS Interface or Local Case Management Systems (or 
equivalent) in Coronial Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments: Allocated by NCIS for National Events, Allocation by jurisdiction for 
State/Territory events. 
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Given Names 1  

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: Primary given name of the deceased. 

Context: A requirement for the identification of the deceased. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Text Form: Text 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 32 Layout: Text 

Status: Mandatory. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: As available. 

Codeset: Text. 

If Given Names1 is unknown, use: 

8 Still enquiring 

9 Unlikely to be known 

Guide for Use: If the identity of the deceased has not been established at time of case 
closure code as ó9ô. 

Punctuation Guide:  

If the surname contains special characters they should be included using 
the following guidelines: 

¶ Hyphen, Apostrophe, Full Stop ï name should be entered without a  
space before or after the punctuation (unless appropriate); 
i.e. Smith-Jones, Smithôs, St. Smith 

¶ Space ï name should be entered with space(s) between word(s). 
i.e. Van Dee Smith 

Verification Rules: This field must not be null. 

ó8 ï Still Enquiringô is not valid for closed cases. 

Related Items:  Given Names 2; Surname. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

Definition Source: NHDD: Version 14.   

Organisation Source: AIHW, NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Case Death. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Given Names 2  

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: Subsequent given name(s) of the deceased. 

Context: A requirement for the identification of the deceased. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Text Form: Text 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 32 Layout: Text 

Status: Optional. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: As available. 

Codeset: Text. 

Guide for Use: Can remain blank for cases where the deceased does not have a middle 
or second given name or this is unknown. 

Punctuation Guide:  

If the surname contains special characters they should be included using 
the following guidelines: 

¶ Hyphen, Apostrophe, Full Stop ï name should be entered without a  
space before or after the punctuation (unless appropriate); 
i.e. Smith-Jones, Smithôs, St. Smith 

¶ Space ï name should be entered with space(s) between word(s). 
i.e. Van Dee Smith 

Verification Rules: This field may be null. 

Related Items:  Given Names 1; Surname. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

Definition Source: NHDD: Version 14.   

Organisation Source: AIHW, NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Case Death. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Geocoding Result Code  

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: An indication of the quality of the match to the original address found by 
the geocoding software . 

Context: Provides a confidence level for the geocoded data. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Code Form: Code 

Field Size: Min. 3 Max. 6 Layout: NNNNNN 

Status: Conditional Mandatory. 

Reported For: All geocoded cases. 

Reported When: As available. 

Codeset: A 6 digit code, with each digit representing different aspects of the final 
result. 

1
st
 digit Overall Accuracy Indicator 

1 Matched to the specified building 

2 Matched to the centre of the specified street 

3 Matched to the centre of the specified suburb or postcode 

5 No Match Found 

2
nd

 digit State/Region Match Indicator 

0 Exact match to the specified state/region 

1 Matched to the state/region, with a variation of spelling 

2 State/Region not supplied 

3 No Match Found 

3
rd

 digit Suburb/Postcode Match Indicator 

0 Exact match to the specified suburb/postcode 

1 Matched to a surrounding suburb/postcode 

2 Matched to postcode but suburb not used or not supplied 

3 Matched to suburb with variation i.e. use of North, South 

4 Matched to suburb with variation of spelling 

5 Matched to suburb but postcode was altered 

4
th
 digit Street Name Match Indicator 

0 Exact match to the specified street name 

1 Matched to street name with slight variation of spelling 

5
th
 digit Street Type Match Indicator 

0 Exact match to the specified street type 

1 Street Type not supplied or not recognised by software 

2 No Match Found 
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6
th
 digit Street/Building Number Match Indicator 

0 Exact match to the specified street /building number 

1 Matched to a nearby street/building number 

2 
Matched to the centre of the specified street, matched to 
suburb 

3 
Matched to the centre of the specified street, matched to 
postcode 

4 
Matched to the centre of the specified street, matched to 
suburb 

Guide for Use: General Rule: The lower the result code, the better the match result. 

Example of geocode results: 

100000 A perfect building-level match 

100001 
A building-level match to nearest building number ï specified 
number could not be located 

101000 
A perfect building-level match located in surrounding suburb 
ï match for specified suburb could not be located 

200000 
A centre of street match ï either street/building number was 
not provided or could not be located 

201000 
A centre of street match located in surrounding suburb ï 
either street/building number was not provided or could not 
be located 

300000 
A centre of suburb match ï either street was not provided or 
could not be located 

Please note that geocoding of incident and residential addresses is only 
included on the NCIS where the result code produced for the address is of 
sufficient accuracy.  

For a full list of the result codes accepted on the database, please contact 
the NCIS Unit. 

Verification Rules: This field may be null. 

Related Items:  Remoteness Area (RA); Statistical Areas Level 2 (SA2); Statistical Areas 
Level 2 (SA3; Statistical Areas Level 4 (SA4). 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/2010 2 13/06/2017 

Definition Source: QuickLocate 3.6 Desktop Geocoder, NCIS 

Organisation Source: MapData Sciences, NCIS 

NCIS Table Source: Geocoding 

Data Entry: NCIS Unit 

Comments:  
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Hospital Record Number 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: If applicable, the number linking the deceased to their hospital record. 

Context: To allow easy identification of relevant hospital record associated with the 
case. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Alphanumeric Form: Alphanumeric 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 16 Layout: See Guide for Use 

Status: Optional. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: As available. 

Codeset: Free Text. 

Guide for Use: The layout and domain of a hospital record number may differ between 
jurisdictions.  Characters should be entered according to the format 
relevant to individual jurisdictions. 

Verification Rules: This field may be null. 

Related Items:   

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Case Death. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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ICD-10 Cause of Death  

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The diseases, morbid conditions or injuries which either resulted in or 
contributed to death and the circumstances of the accident or violence 
which produced any such injuries. 

Context: This information enables categorisation of the disease, condition or injury 
and poisoning and external causes.   It is important for epidemiological 
research, planning, injury prevention and for identifying cases for in-depth 
research.   

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Alphanumeric Form: Code 

Field Size: Min. 3 Max. 5 Layout: ANN.N 

Status: Specified. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Australian ICD-10 codes are provided the Australian Bureau of Statistics 
(ABS). 

New Zealand ICD-10-AM codes are provided by the New Zealand Ministry 
of Health. 

Codeset: International Statistical Classification of Diseases and Related Health 
Problems, 10

th
 Revision (1992). 

Guide for Use: Australia Cause of Death Codes 

Cause of Death codes for Australian cases are provided by the Australian 
Bureau of Statistics.  The clinical coding classification used in Australia is 
the International Statistical Classification of Diseases and Related Health 
Problems, 10th Revision, (ICD-10). 
 

New Zealand Cause of Death Codes 

Cause of Death codes for New Zealand cases are provided by the New 
Zealand Ministry of Health.  The clinical coding classification used in New 
Zealand is ICD-10-AM, the Australian Modification of ICD-10, in 
conjunction with the ICD-10 rules and guidelines for mortality coding. 

The extensive nature of ICD enables classification of causes of death at 
various levels of detail. The underlying cause of death is coded, as are a 
maximum of 30 multiple causes. 

Note: the underlying cause of death will also appear within the multiple 
causes section. 

Verification Rules: This field may be null. 

Related Items:  Context; Counterpart; Medical Cause of Death; Mechanism of Injury;  
Mode of Transport: Object or Substance Producing Injury; User. 
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Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

 3 13/06/2017   

Definition Source: ICD-10, WHO (1992).  ICD-10-AM, ACCD 

Organisation Source: ACCD, WHO. 

NCIS Table Source: ICD-10. 

Data Entry: At ABS by designated ABS staff and uploaded to NCIS in yearly extracts. 

At NZ Ministry of Health by designated staff and uploaded to NCIS in 
yearly extracts. 

Comments:  
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Incident Activity Details 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The type of activity being undertaken by the person when injured, or when 
they died (if a ñnatural causeò death). 

Context: Allows for the identification of areas of responsibility and main purpose of 
activity being undertaken by the deceased at the time of the injury event. 

Being able, for example, to distinguish "injury while working for income" or 
"injury while playing sport" from among all cases is a basic step.   

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Numeric Form: Code 

Field Size: Min. 3 Max. 5 Layout: NN.NN 

Status: Mandatory. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: As available. 

Codeset: Refer Supplementary Codeset 4 for Inclusions and Exclusions. 

1 Paid Work 

1.1 Travelling To/From Paid Work 

1.2 Travelling in the Course of Paid Work 

1.3 Paid Work 

1.99 Unspecified Paid Work 

  

2 Unpaid Work (Outside the Home) 

2.1 Travelling To/From Unpaid Work 

2.2 Travelling in the Course of Unpaid Work 

2.3 Unpaid Work 

2.4 Fire Fighting 

2.5 Emergency Service Activities 

2.99 Unspecified Unpaid Work 

  

3 Education 

3.1 Physical Education Class, School Sports 

3.2 Education Activities 

3.3 Informal Activity During Lunch or Other Daily Break Times 

3.4 Travel To/From School 

3.98 Other Specified Education 

3.99 Unspecified Education 

  

4 Sports and Exercise During Leisure Time 

4.1 Organised Sports and Exercise During Leisure Time 

4.2 Informal Sports and Exercise During Leisure Time 

4.99 Unspecified Sports and Exercise During Leisure Time 

  

5 Leisure or Play 

5.1 Hobby Activities 

5.2 Leisure Time Activities with an Entertainment Element, such as going to 
the cinema, to a dance/party 

5.3 General Play / Leisure Activities 

5.98 Other Specified Leisure or Play Activity 

5.99 Unspecified Leisure or Play Activity 
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6 Vital Personal Activity 

6.1 Resting, Sleeping 

6.2 Eating, Drinking 

6.3 Washing, Showering, Bathing etc. 

6.4 Toiletry Activities 

6.5 Daily Activities 

6.6 Walking, Moving Around 

6.7 Personal Activities 

6.8 Sexual Activities 

6.9 Birth Process 

6.10 Feeling Unwell 

6.98 Other Specified Personal Activity 

6.99 Unspecified Personal Activity 

  

7 Being Taken Care Of 

7.1 Being Taken Care Of by Health Care Professional 

7.2 Being Taken Care Of by Non Health Care Person 

7.99 Unspecified Whether Being Taken Care Of by Health Care Professional 
or Non Health Care Person 

  

8 Travelling Not Elsewhere Classified 

8.1 General Travel by Vehicle 

8.2 General Travel by Foot 

8.3 Waiting For Transport 

  

9 Domestic Duties 

9.1 Cleaning, Cooking, Clothes, Washing, etc. 

9.2 Gardening 

9.3 Household Maintenance 

9.4 Caring for Children, Relatives 

9.5 Caring for Animals/Pets 

9.6 Shopping 

9.7 Vehicle Maintenance 

9.8 Domestic Fire Fighting 

9.9 Moving Furniture 

9.10 Fire Preparedness 

9.11 Collecting Firewood 

9.98 Other Specified Domestic Duties 

9.99 Unspecified Domestic Duties 

  

98 Other Activity 

98.1 Self Inflicted Harm 

98.2 Drug Taking Activities 

98.3 Violent or Aggressive Activities 

98.4 Criminal Activity 

98.5 Lying in Path of Vehicle 

98.6 Chroming, Petrol or Solvent Sniffing 

98.7 Hunting 

98.8 Risk Taking Behaviour 

98.9 Tree Felling 

98.10 Gambling Activities 

98.11 Rescue Activities 

98.12 Helping Injured Person 

98.13 Fleeing Dangerous Situation 

98.98 Other Specified Activity Excluding Travel 

  

888 Still Enquiring 

  

999 Unlikely To Be Known 
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Guide for Use: Select the category that best describes the specific activity being 
undertaken by the deceased when the injury event occurred, on the basis 
of the information available at the time it is recorded. 

Incident Activity Details has two coding levels, with the second level 
providing a more detailed description.   

If more than one category are equally appropriate (following assessment 
of inclusion and exclusion criteria), select the activity that comes first in 
the code list. 

If there was no injury event (such as with natural cause cases), select the 
activity being undertaken at the time of death. 

Verification Rules: This field must not be null. 

ó888 ï Still Enquiringô is not valid for closed cases. 

Related Items:  Incident Occupation ï Text; Industry at Incident ï Text;  
Sports/Recreation; Usual Occupation; Usual Occupation ï Text;  
Work Relatedness. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

3 01/07/2007 4 01/07/2010 

5 01/07/2014   

Definition Source: ICECI: Version 1.2. 

Organisation Source: WHO. 

NCIS Table Source: Time Location. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments: óActivityô is a rather blurred item for which it is difficult to draft mutually 
exclusive categories that are recognisable.  The intention of the data item 
is to identify activities of high policy and research interest that could be 
reasonably identified using the coding frame.  These primarily relate to 
work and to sporting activity.  A number of other areas are not well served 
by the activity data item, but this is a problem common to all potentially 
suitable coding frames currently available.  If no suitable category is 
available such cases should be coded to the ñOther specifiedò category. 
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Incident Address ï Country 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: This is the country of the address where the incident/injury occurred. 

Context: This information is important for preventative purposes.  Forms a 
complete address when combined with other address data items. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Numeric Form: Code 

Field Size: Min. 4 Max. 4 Layout: NNNN 

Status: Mandatory. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Case closed. 

Codeset: Refer Supplementary Codeset 1. 

If the country is unknown, use: 

9777 Not Applicable 

8888 Still Enquiring 

9999 Unlikely To Be Known 

Guide for Use: A country, even if it is comprised of other discrete political entities such as 
states, is treated as a single unit for all data domain purposes.  Parts of a 
political entity are not included in different groups.  Thus, Hawaii is 
included United States of America (ABS, 2008). 

Verification Rules: This field must not be null. 

ó8888 ï Still Enquiringô is not valid for closed cases. 

Related Items:  Incident Address ï Institution; Incident Address ï Postcode;  
Incident Address ï State; Incident Address ï Street;  
Incident Address ï Suburb. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

Definition Source: ABS Catalogue No.1269.0. 

Organisation Source: ABS. 

NCIS Table Source: Time Location. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Incident Address ï Institution 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The name of the institution, facility or entity where the incident/injury 
occurred. 

Context: This information is important for preventative purposes.  Forms a 
complete address when combined with other address data items. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Text Form: Text 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 100 Layout: Text 

Status: Optional. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Case closed. 

Codeset: Free Text. 

Guide for Use: An institution name should be entered for locations where the entity has a 
registered name including Hospitals, Nursing Homes, Schools, and 
Caravan Parks. 

Details regarding specific wards, units, sites etc. should be recorded in the 
Incident Address ï Free Text data field. 

Verification Rules: May be null. 

Related Items:  Incident Address ï Country; Incident Address ï Postcode;  
Incident Address ï State; Incident Address ï Street;  
Incident Address ï Suburb.  
 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/2007 2 13/06/2017 

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Time Location. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Incident Address ï Postcode 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The postcode of the address where the incident/injury occurred. 

Context: This information is important for preventative purposes.  Forms a 
complete address when combined with other address data items. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Numeric Form: Code 

Field Size: Min. 4 Max. 4 Layout: NNNN 

Status: Mandatory. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Case closed. 

Codeset: Postcode booklet, Australia Post (December 1999). 

If the postcode is unknown, use: 

7777 Not Applicable (includes Resident Overseas, No Fixed Address) 

8888 Still Enquiring 

9999 Unlikely To Be Known 

Guide for Use: The creation of suburbs and postcodes is continuous and the NCIS 
reference table may be updated to reflect this.  If a suburb or postcode is 
not listed in the reference table please contact NCIS for assistance.  

Verification Rules: Must not be null. 

ó8888 ï Still Enquiringô is not valid for closed cases. 

Related Items:  Incident Address ï Country; Incident Address ï Institution;  
Incident Address ï Suburb; Incident Address ï State;  
Incident Address ï Street. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: Australia Post. 

NCIS Table Source: Time Location. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments: One of the data fields utilised during the geocoding process. 
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Incident Address ï State 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The state or territory of the address where the incident/injury occurred. 

Context: This information is important for preventative purposes.  Forms a 
complete address when combined with other address data items. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Numeric Form: Code 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 2 Layout: NN 

Status: Mandatory. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Case closed. 

Codeset: 00 Not Applicable (includes Resident Overseas, No Fixed Address) 

01 New South Wales 

02 Victoria 

03 Queensland 

04 South Australia 

05 Western Australia 

06 Tasmania 

07 Northern Territory 

08 Australian Capital Territory 

09 New Zealand 

20 Other Territories (Cocos (Keeling) Islands, Christmas Islands and 
Jervis Bay Territory) 

88 Still Enquiring 

99 Unlikely To Be Known 

Guide for Use: Displayed only for Australia cases, hidden when displaying New Zealand 
cases as New Zealand is divided into regions rather than states. 

Unless the event occurred overseas: ó0 ï Not Applicableô is not valid for 
Incident Address ï State, as verification of the State/Territory in which the 
incident occurred should be available for all cases reported to Australian 
coroners. 

Verification Rules: Must not be null. 

ó88 ï Still Enquiringô is not valid for closed cases. 

Related Items:  Incident Address ï Institution; Incident Address ï Street;  
Incident Address ï Suburb; Incident Address ï Postcode;  
Incident Address ï Country. 
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Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

3 01/07/2010   

Definition Source: NHDD: Version 13.   

Domain values are derived from ASGC (ABS, 1998a). 

Organisation Source: AIHW. 

NCIS Table Source: Time Location. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments: One of the data fields utilised during the geocoding process. 
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Incident Address ï Street 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The number and street of the address where the incident/injury occurred. 

Context: This information is important for preventative purposes.  Forms a 
complete address when combined with other address data items. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Text Form: Text 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 80 Layout: Text 

Status: Mandatory. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Case closed. 

Codeset: Free text. 

If the street is unknown, use: 

7 Not Applicable (includes Resident Overseas, No Fixed Address) 

8 Still Enquiring 

9 Unlikely To Be Known 

Guide for Use: Wherever possible, abbreviations should not be used (i.e.; use ñStreetò not 
ñStò). 

Verification Rules: Must not be null. 

ó8 ï Still Enquiringô is not valid for closed cases. 

Related Items:  Incident Address ï Country; Incident Address ï Institution;  
Incident Address ï Postcode; Incident Address ï State,  
Incident Address ï Suburb. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Time Location. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments: One of the data fields utilised during the geocoding process. 
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Incident Address ï Suburb 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The suburb of the address where the incident/injury occurred. 

Context: This information is important for preventative purposes.  Together with 
postcode reports the geographic location of the event. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Text Form: Text 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 32 Layout: Text 

Status: Mandatory. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Case closed. 

Codeset: Free text. 

If the suburb is unknown, use: 

7 Not Applicable (includes Resident Overseas, No Fixed Address) 

8 Still Enquiring 

9 Unlikely To Be Known 

Guide for Use: May be a recognised town, city or suburb or refer to a commonly used 
location name such as an agricultural property or indigenous community. 

The creation of suburbs and postcodes is continuous and the NCIS 
reference table may be updated to reflect this.  If a suburb or postcode is 
not listed in the reference table please contact NCIS for assistance. 

Verification Rules: Must not be null. 

ó8 ï Still Enquiringô is not valid for closed cases. 

Related Items:  Incident Address ï Country; Incident Address ï Institution;  
Incident Address ï Postcode; Incident Address ï State;  
Incident Address ï Street. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Time Location. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments: One of the data fields utilised during the geocoding process. 
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Incident Address ï Town/City 

Identifying and Definitional Attributes 

Definition: The Town/City of the address where the incident/injury occurred. 

Context: This information is important for preventative purposes.  Together with 
postcode reports the geographic location of the event. 

Collected as part of the New Zealand Core Data Set ï Not collected for deaths 
reported to an Australian Coroner. 

Relational and Representational Attributes 

Data Type: Text Form: Text 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 40 Layout: Text 

Status: Optional. 

Reported For: New Zealand cases. 

Reported When: Case Closed 

Codeset: Free text. 

If the suburb is unknown, use: 

9999944 Don't Know 

9999955 Refused to Answer 

9999977 Response Unidentifiable 

9999988 Response Outside Scope 

9999996 No Fixed Abode 

9999997 Country Not Stated 

9999998 New Zealand Not Further Defined 

9999999 Not Stated 

Guide for Use: A city is a territorial authority area which has a minimum population of 50,000, 
is predominantly urban in character, is a distinct entity and a major centre of 
activity within its parent region. 

Verification Rules: Must not be null. 

Related Items:  

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/2010   

Definition Source: Statistics New Zealand, New Zealand Ministry of Health. 

Organisation Source: New Zealand Coroners System. 

NCIS Table Source: Case Death. 

Data Entry: Coded via New Zealand Coroners System. 

Comments:  



 

92                NCIS Data Dictionary ï Version 3 (Revised), September 2018 

Incident Address ï Free Text 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: Free text field for entry of details relating to where the incident/injury 
occurred.  

Context: Provides an opportunity for further details to be recorded regarding the 
event. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Text Form: Text 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. As 
Required 

Layout: Text 

Status: Optional. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Case closed. 

Codeset: Free text. 

Guide for Use: Record useful details of the event(s) involved to allow clarification of 
coding throughout the case or provide specific information concerning the 
role and activities of the deceased or others. 

Details regarding specific wards, units, sites etc. of institutions can also be 
recorded. 

Verification Rules: May be null. 

Related Items:  Incident Address ï Country; Incident Address ï Institution;  
Incident Address ï Postcode; Incident Address ï State; 
Incident Address ï Street; Incident Address ï Suburb. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Time Location. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Incident (Between Date) 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The date range during which the incident occurred; used for cases where 
the exact date/time is not known but a range of dates and/or times during 
which the incident occurred is known. 

Context: This information is important for forensic and epidemiological purposes. 
Sometimes an exact date is unavailable, although an approximate one is 
and it is valuable to record the range within which the exact date falls.  
This will at least provide an indication of the relevant dates related to a 
case, rather than being recorded as an óunknownô. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Date Form: Date 

Field Size: Min. 10 Max. 10 Layout: DD/MM/CCYY 

Status: Conditional Mandatory. 

Reported For: Cases where date of incident is stated within a range rather than exact. 

Reported When: As available or on Case closure 

Codeset: Valid date. 

Guide for Use: This is significant when the exact date and/or time cannot be determined.   

The two date fields are used in conjunction with Incident (Between Time) 
to represent the range in which the injury event occurred. 

The first of the two date fields records the first date in the range, with the 
last date recorded in second date field. 

The date/time range should be as precise and complete as possible, 
clearly indicating that the injury event occurred sometime between the two 
reported dates/times.   

Verification Rules: This field may be null only if Incident (On Date) has been coded. 

ó08/08/8888 ï Still Enquiringô is not valid for closed cases. 

Incident Date/Time must be earlier or equal to the date/time combination 
coded for Body Found, Death or Last Seen Alive. 

Incident Date/Time must be earlier than the date/time combination coded 
for Notification of Death. 

Incident Date/Time must be later or equal to Date of Birth (excluding time). 

Related Items:  Incident (Between Time); Incident (On Date); Incident (On Time). 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Time Location. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Incident (On Date)  

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The exact date the incident occurred.   

Context: This information is important for forensic and epidemiological purposes. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Date Form: Date 

Field Size: Min. 10 Max. 10 Layout: DD/MM/CCYY 

Status: Conditional Mandatory. 

Reported For: All cases where the exact date of the incident is stated. 

Reported When: As available or on Case closure. 

Codeset: Valid date. 

If the date/s are unknown (and a date range cannot be determined), use: 

08/08/8888 Still Enquiring 

09/09/9999 Unlikely To Be Known 

Guide for Use: Must be used in combination with Incident (On Time) to represent the 
exact moment that the injury event commenced. 

If the exact date and time is known, it should be recorded using the On 
Date and On Time data items only.   

If the exact moment is not known use the Incident (Between Date) and 
Incident (Between Time) to indicate the range during which the incident 
occurred. 

Verification Rules: This field may be null only if Incident (Between Date) has been coded. 

ó08/08/8888 ï Still Enquiringô is not valid for closed cases. 

Incident Date/Time must be earlier or equal to the date/time combination 
coded for Body Found, Death or Last Seen Alive. 

Incident Date/Time must be earlier than the date/time combination coded 
for Notification of Death. 

Incident Date/Time must be later or equal to Date of Birth (excluding time). 

Related Items:  Incident (On Time); Incident (Between Date); Incident (Between Time). 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Time Location. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Incident (Between Time) 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The time range during which the incident occurred; used for cases where 
the exact date/time is not known but a range of dates and/or times during 
which the incident occurred is known. 

Context: This information is important for forensic and epidemiological purposes. 
Sometimes an exact time is unavailable, although an approximate one is 
and it is valuable to record the range within which the exact date falls.  
This will at least provide an indication of the relevant dates related to a 
case, rather than being recorded as an óunknownô. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Time Form: Time 

Field Size: Min. 5 Max. 5 Layout: HH:MM 

Status: Conditional Mandatory. 

Reported For: Cases where time of incident is stated within a range rather than exact. 

Reported When: As available or on Case closure 

Codeset: Valid time, expressed as hours and minutes using 24-hour clock. 

Guide for Use: This is significant when the exact date and/or time cannot be determined.   

The two time fields are used in conjunction with Incident (Between Date) 
to represent the range during which the incident occurred. 

The first of the two time fields records the first time in the range, with the 
last time recorded in second time field. 

The date/time range should be as precise and complete as possible 
clearly indicating that the injury event occurred sometime between the two 
reported dates/times.   

Verification Rules: This field may be null only if Death (On Time) has been coded. 

Incident Date/Time must be earlier or equal to the date/time combination 
coded for Body Found, Death or Last Seen Alive. 

Incident Date/Time must be earlier than the date/time combination coded 
for Notification of Death. 

Incident Date/Time must be later or equal to Date of Birth (excluding time). 

Related Items:  Incident (Between Time); Incident (On Time); Incident (On Time). 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Time Location. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Incident (On Time) 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The exact time the incident occurred.   

Context: This information is important for forensic and epidemiological purposes. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Time Form: Time 

Field Size: Min. 5 Max. 5 Layout: HH:MM 

Status: Conditional Mandatory. 

Reported For: All cases where the exact time of the incident is stated. 

Reported When: As available or on Case closure. 

Codeset: Valid time, expressed as hours and minutes using 24-hour clock. 

If the time/s are unknown (and a time range cannot be determined), use: 

00:00 Unknown 

Guide for Use: Must be used in combination with Incident (On Date) to represent the 
exact moment that the injury event commenced. 

If the exact date and time is known, it should be recorded using the On 
Date and On Time data items only.   

If the exact moment is not known use the Incident (Between Date) and 
Incident (Between Time) to indicate the range during which the death 
occurred. 

Verification Rules: This field may be null only if Incident (Between Time) has been coded. 

Incident Date/Time must be earlier or equal to the date/time combination 
coded for Body Found, Death or Last Seen Alive. 

Incident Date/Time must be earlier than the date/time combination coded 
for Notification of Death. 

Incident Date/Time must be later or equal to Date of Birth (excluding time). 

Related Items:  Incident (On Date); Incident (Between Date); Incident (Between Time). 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Time Location. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Incident Occupation 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The job or duties in which the person was engaged at the time of the 
incident. 

Context: There is considerable user demand for data on occupation-related injury 
and illness, from government agencies and industry. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Numeric Form: Code 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 6 Layout: NNNNNN 

Status: Conditional Mandatory. 

Reported For: All cases.  

Reported When: Incident Activity Details is coded as ó1 ï Paid Workô or ó2 ï Unpaid Workô. 

Codeset: The NCIS utilises the The Australian and New Zealand Standard 
Classification of Occupations (ANZSCO) classification, as per the ABS.  

A search table is applied to the data field, to allow users to identify the 
appropriate occupation. 

The full codeset is available on the NCIS website. 

If the occupation is unknown or not considered an occupation (i.e. retired) 
code as: 

997000 Response Unidentifiable 

999000 Response Outside Scope 

999999 Not Stated 

Guide for Use: This data field is only displayed and mandatory when Incident Activity 
Detail is coded as ó1 ï Paid Workô or ó2 ï Unpaid Workô. 

Select the appropriate Occupation for deceased; this may not be the usual 
occupation of the deceased but was the occupation that the deceased 
was involved in at the time of the incident. 

Further clarification of the deceasedôs occupation is provided for in the 
Usual Occupation and Usual Occupation Text data fields. 

Verification Rules: May be null, unless Incident Activity Detail is coded as ó1 ï Paid Workô or 
ó2 ï Unpaid Workô.  

Related Items:  Incident Activity Details; Incident Industry; Incident Industry ï Text; 
Incident Occupation ï Text: Usual Occupation; Usual Occupation ï Text; 
Work Relatedness. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/2010   

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: ABS, (2006) ANZSCO Catalogue No.1220.0. 

NCIS Table Source: Time Location. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Incident Occupation ï Text 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The job or duties in which the person was engaged at the time of the 
incident. 

Context: There is considerable user demand for data on occupation-related injury 
and illness, from government agencies and industry. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Text Form: Text 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 255 Layout: Text 

Status: Optional. 

Reported For: All cases.  

Reported When: Incident Activity Details is coded as ó1 ï Paid Workô or ó2 ï Unpaid Workô. 

Codeset: Free Text. 

If the occupation at incident is unknown, use ñ9ò to indicate this. 

Guide for Use: This data field is only displayed when Incident Activity Detail is coded as 
ó1 ï Paid Workô or ó2 ï Unpaid Workô. 

Enter the appropriate Occupation for deceased; this may not be the usual 
occupation of the deceased but was the occupation that the deceased 
was involved in at the time of the incident. 

Further clarification of the deceasedôs occupation is provided for in the 
Usual Occupation and Usual Occupation Text data fields. 

Verification Rules: May be null, unless Incident Activity Detail is coded as ó1 ï Paid Workô or 
ó2 ï Unpaid Workô.  

Related Items:  Incident Activity Details; Incident Industry; Incident Industry ï Text; 
Incident Occupation: Usual Occupation; Usual Occupation ï Text; Work 
Relatedness. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

3 01/07/2010   

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Time Location. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Indigenous Origin 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: A measure of whether a person identifies or is identified as being of 
Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islanders descent or origin.   

Context: Accurate and reliable statistics regarding the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples is vital for planning, promotion and delivery of services, 
monitoring of health, wellbeing, and risk factors.  

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Numeric Form: Code 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 1 Layout: N 

Status: Mandatory. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: As available. 

Codeset: 1 Aboriginal not Torres Strait Islander origin 

2 Torres Strait Islander not Aboriginal origin 

3 Both Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander origin 

4 Neither Aboriginal nor Torres Strait Islander origin 

8 Still enquiring 

9 Unlikely to be known 

Guide for Use: The definition is in accordance with Commonwealth definition.  An 
Indigenous person ñis a person of Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander 
descent identifies as an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander and is 
accepted as such by the community in which he or she lives.ò (High Court 
of Australia in Commonwealth V Tasmania (1983) 46 ALR 625). 

There are three components to the above definition: Descent; Self-
identification; and Community acceptance.  From a coronial perspective, it 
is not practicable (or possible) to collect information based on self-
identification; therefore Indigenous Origin is commonly based on fulfilment 
of the other two components. 

Verification Rules: This field must not be null. 

ó8 ï Still Enquiringô is not valid for closed cases. 

Related Items:   

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

Definition Source: NHDD: Version 14.   

Organisation Source: AIHW. 

NCIS Table Source: Time Location. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Industry at Incident 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The industry of the job or duties in which the person was engaged at the 
time of the incident. 

Context: There is considerable user demand for data on industry-related injury and 
illness, from government agencies and industry. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Alphanumeric Form: Code 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 5 Layout: ANNNN 

Status: Conditional Mandatory. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Incident Activity Details is coded as ó1 ï Paid Workô or ó2 ï Unpaid Workô. 

Codeset: The NCIS utilises the The Australian and New Zealand Standard Industrial 
Classification (ANZSIC) classification, as per the ABS.  

A search table is applied to the data field, to allow users to identify the 
appropriate occupation. 

The full codeset is available on the NCIS website. 

If the occupation is unknown or not considered an occupation (i.e. retired) 
code as: 

T9940 Don't Know 

T9950 Refused to Answer 

T9970 Response Unidentifiable 

T9980 Response Outside Scope 

T9999 Not Stated 

Guide for Use: This data field is only displayed and mandatory when Incident Activity 
Detail is coded as ó1 ï Paid Workô or ó2 ï Unpaid Workô. 

Enter the appropriate Industry for deceased; this may not be usual 
industry in which the deceased works but was the industry that the 
deceased was involved in at the time of the incident. 

Verification Rules: May be null, unless Incident Activity Detail is coded as ó1 ï Paid Workô or 
ó2 ï Unpaid Workô.  

Related Items:  Incident Activity Details; Incident Industry ï Text; Incident Occupation; 
Incident Occupation ï Text: Usual Occupation; Usual Occupation ï Text; 
Work Relatedness. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/2010   

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: ABS, (2006) ANZSIC Catalogue No.1292.0 

NCIS Table Source: Time Location. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Industry at Incident ï Text 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The industry of the job or duties in which the person was engaged at the 
time of the incident. 

Context: There is considerable user demand for data on industry-related injury and 
illness, from government agencies and industry. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Text Form: Text 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 255 Layout: Text 

Status: Optional. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Incident Activity Details is coded as ó1 ï Paid Workô or ó2 ï Unpaid Workô. 

Codeset: Free Text. 

If the occupation at incident is unknown, use ñ9ò to indicate this. 

Guide for Use: This data field is only displayed when Incident Activity Detail is coded as 
ó1 ï Paid Workô or ó2 ï Unpaid Workô. 

Enter the appropriate Industry for deceased; this may not be usual 
industry in which the deceased works but was the industry that the 
deceased was involved in at the time of the incident. 

Verification Rules: May be null, unless Incident Activity Detail is coded as ó1 ï Paid Workô or 
ó2 ï Unpaid Workô.  

Related Items:  Incident Activity Details; Incident Industry; Incident Occupation; Incident 
Occupation ï Text: Usual Occupation; Usual Occupation ï Text; Work 
Relatedness. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Time Location. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Inquest Held 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: Identifies whether an inquest was held in relation to the death 
investigation. 

Context: An inquest into the death may or may not be held, as decided by the 
coroner. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Numeric Form: Code 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 1 Layout: N 

Status: Mandatory. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Case closed. 

Codeset: 1 Yes 

2 No 

Guide for Use: The completion of an inquest has no bearing on the coding of the 
Coronerôs Recommendation/Warning data field as recommendations and 
warnings can be made even when a full inquest is not held.  

Verification Rules: This field must not be null. 

Related Items:  Coronerôs Recommendation/Warning. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Case Death. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Intent ï Case Completion 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The role of human purpose in the event resulting in death as determined 
at the completion of the coronial investigation. 

Context: The assessed role of human intent in the occurrence of an injury has 
consequences for the prevention of recurrence and for the assistance of 
next of kin.   

Determination of intent can be difficult as it is often influenced by legal, 
personal or social sensitivities.  

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Numeric Form: Code 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 3 Layout: NNN 

Status: Conditional Mandatory. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: When Case Type not coded to ó1 ï Death by Natural Cause(s)ô or  
ó3 ï Body Not Recoveredô. 

Codeset: 1 Unintentional 

2 Intentional Self-Harm 

3 Assault 

4 Legal Intervention 

5 Operations of War, Civil Conflict and Acts of Terrorism 

6 Complications of Medical or Surgical Care 

7 Undetermined Intent 

8 Other Specified Intent 

999 Unlikely To Be Known 

Guide for Use: Intent ï Case Completion is reported upon the finalisation of the coronial 
investigation.  Coding should reflect the decision reached by the Coroner.  

It is important to remember that intent is determined based on the aim, 
objective or goal of those involved in the event leading to injury and death. 

Hindsight may make the outcome of a personôs actions or the event, seem 
obvious but Intent ï Case Completion must be based on the intent of 
those involved at the time of the incident  i.e. what they planned to have 
happen not what did happen. 

Coders are discouraged from drawing conclusions regarding intent, 
except in accordance with specific guidelines.  

 

Coding Guidance 

Injuries resulting from an animal attack should be coded as 
ñUnintentionalò, unless the animal was used as a weapon by a person 
intent on inflicting injury. 
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Self-inflicted or self-harm injuries to child aged under five (5) years are 
coded as ñUnintentionalò, with the exception of cases involving a child 
banging their head in frustration or anger. 

ñAssaultò - refers to injuries inflicted by the deceased or by other persons 
with the aim of injuring or killing; including violent attacks against the will 
of the victim and consensual violence.   

Injuries received by a bystander to violent events, non-combatants in a 
conflict should be coded as ñAssaultò. 

 

ô7 ï Undetermined Intentô should be coded for cases where the intent of 
the deceased or others involved in the event cannot be determined 
despite extensive investigation (often used for cases where Intentional 
Self-Harm is suspected but the evidence does not satisfy the legal 
requirement). 

'999 ï Unlikely to be knownô should only be used after the coroner has 
delivered a finding.  

Verification Rules: This field may be null if Case Type = ó1 ï Death by Natural Cause(s)ô or  
ó3 ï Body Not Recoveredô. 

Related Items:  Case Type ï Notification; Case Type ï Completion;  
Intent ï Notification (Presumed). 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

3 01/07/2007   

Definition Source: ICECI: Version 1.2. 

Organisation Source: WHO. 

NCIS Table Source: Time Location. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Intent ï Notification (Presumed) 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The role of human purpose in the event resulting in death as known at the 
time of notification of death to the coronial office. 

Context: The assessed role of human intent in the occurrence of an injury has 
consequences for the prevention of recurrence and for the assistance of 
next of kin.   

Determination of intent can be difficult as it is often influenced by legal, 
personal or social sensitivities. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Numeric Form: Code 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 3 Layout: NNN 

Status: Conditional Mandatory. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: When Case Type not coded to ó1 ï Death by Natural Cause(s)ô or  
ó3 ï Body Not Recoveredô. 

Codeset: 1 Unintentional 

2 Intentional Self-Harm 

3 Assault 

4 Legal Intervention 

5 Operations of War, Civil Conflict and Acts of Terrorism 

6 Complications of Medical or Surgical Care 

7 Undetermined Intent 

8 Other Specified Intent 

888 Still Enquiring 

999 Unlikely To Be Known 

Guide for Use: Intent ï Notification is based on information available to investigators at 
the time the death is reported to the coroner and should not be updated 
throughout or at the completion of the coronial investigation.   

 

Coding Guidance 

Injuries resulting from an animal attack should be coded as 
ñUnintentionalò, unless the animal was used as a weapon by a person 
intent on inflicting injury. 

Self-inflicted or self-harm injuries to child aged under five (5) years are 
coded as ñUnintentionalò, with the exception of cases involving a child 
banging their head in frustration or anger. 

ñAssaultò - refers to injuries inflicted by the deceased or by other persons 
with the aim of injuring or killing; including violent attacks against the will 
of the victim and consensual violence.   
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Injuries received by a bystander to violent events, non-combatants in a 
conflict should be coded as ñAssaultò. 

ô7 ï Undetermined Intentô should be coded for cases where the intent of 
the deceased or others involved in the event cannot be determined 
despite extensive investigation (often used for cases where Intentional 
Self-Harm is suspected but the evidence does not satisfy the legal 
requirement). 

'888 ï Still enquiringô should be used when the intent is unclear and 
further investigation is required. 

 

ó999 ï Unlikely to be knownô should not be used for Intent ï Notification as 
further investigation is required at this point is time. 

Verification Rules: This field may be null if Case Type = ó1 ï Death by Natural Cause(s) or  
ó3 ï Body Not Recoveredô. 

Related Items:  Case Type ï Notification; Case Type ï Completion;  
Intent ï Case Completion. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

3 01/07/2007   

Definition Source: ICECI: Version 1.2. 

Organisation Source: WHO. 

NCIS Table Source: Time Location. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Jurisdiction Identifier 

Identifying and Definitional Attributes 

Definition: An identifier of the primary jurisdiction involved in the Multiple Fatality Event. 

Context: A component of the Multiple Fatality Event number.  

Relational and Representational Attributes 

Data Type: Numeric Form: Code 

Field Size: Min. 2 Max. 2 Layout: JJ 

Status: Mandatory for MFE allocation. 

Reported For: Generating the MFE, usually when the first case involved in the event is 
processed. 

Reported When: First case involved in the event is processed. 

Codeset: 00 National 

01 New South Wales 

02 Victoria 

03 Queensland 

04 South Australia 

05 Western Australia 

06 Tasmania 

07 Northern Territory 

08 Australian Capital Territory 

09 New Zealand 

Guide for Use: National MFE Allocation 

Allocated by the NCIS Quality Assurance Manager and communicated to all 
jurisdictions via appropriate means.  Coders within each jurisdiction will be 
able to attach the applicable cases for the jurisdiction to this MFE. 

Jurisdictional MFE Allocation 

Allocated by the jurisdiction in which the event occurred (the primary 
jurisdiction) assuming that a coronial investigation is completed by the 
jurisdiction. 

Cross-Jurisdictional Events/Deaths 

In an effort to avoid multiple MFEôs being generated where two of more 
jurisdictions are investigating fatalities from the event, it is vital that only the 
primary jurisdiction create the MFE. 

The primary jurisdiction must notify any secondary jurisdictions and the NCIS 
Quality Manager so that subsequent cases can be added to the MFE. 

ñPrimaryò Jurisdiction 

The jurisdiction in which the event resulting in multiple fatalities occurred and a 
coronial investigation was completed, regardless of the deaths and coronial 
investigations which subsequently occurred in a secondary jurisdiction. 
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Verification Rules:  

Related Items: Event Date, Event Description, Event Details, Event Flag, Event Number, 
Event Title, Event Type, Event Year, Local Case Number, Multiple Fatality 
Event, NCIS Number. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/2010   

Definition Source: NCIS 

Organisation Source: NCIS 

NCIS Table Source: Multiple Fatality Event 

Data Entry: Coded via the NCIS Interface or Local Case Management Systems (or 
equivalent) in Coronial Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments: Allocated by NCIS for National Events, Allocation by jurisdiction for 
State/Territory events. 
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Last Seen Alive Address ï Country 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The country of the address where the deceased was last known to be 
alive. 

Context: This information is important for preventative purposes.  Forms a 
complete address when combined with other address data items. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Numeric Form: Code 

Field Size: Min. 4 Max. 4 Layout: NNNN 

Status: Advisable. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Address where last known to be alive differs from Incident or Death; OR 

Any of the relevant data items on the screen are completed (Date, Time, 
Institution, Street, Suburb, Postcode or State). 

Codeset: Refer Supplementary Codeset 1. 

If the country is unknown, use: 

9777 Not Applicable 

8888 Still Enquiring 

9999 Unlikely To Be Known 

Guide for Use: A country, even if it is comprised of other discrete political entities such as 
states, is treated as a single unit for all data domain purposes.  Parts of a 
political entity are not included in different groups.  Thus, Hawaii is 
included United States of America (ABS, 2008). 

Verification Rules: May be null, unless any of the other data items on the screen have been 
completed. 

ó8888 ï Still Enquiringô is not valid for closed cases. 

Related Items:  Last Seen Alive Address ï Institution; Last Seen Alive Address ï 
Postcode; Last Seen Alive Address ï State; Last Seen Alive Address ï 
Street; Last Seen Alive Address ï Suburb. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

Definition Source: ABS Catalogue No.1269.0. 

Organisation Source: ABS. 

NCIS Table Source: Time Location. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Last Seen Alive Address ï Institution 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The name of the institution, facility or entity where the deceased was last 
known to be alive. 

Context: This information is important for preventative purposes.  Forms a 
complete address when combined with other address data items. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Text Form: Text 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 100 Layout: Text 

Status: Optional. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Address where last known to be alive differs from Incident or Death; OR 

Any of the relevant data items on the screen are completed (Date, Time, 
Institution, Street, Suburb, Postcode or State). 

Codeset: Free Text. 

Guide for Use: An institution name should be entered for locations where the entity has a 
registered name including Hospitals, Nursing Homes, Schools, and 
Caravan Parks. 

Details regarding specific wards, units, sites etc. should be recorded in the 
Body Found Address ï Free Text data field. 

Verification Rules: May be null, unless any of the other data items on the screen have been 
completed. 

Related Items:  Last Seen Alive Address ï Country; Last Seen Alive Address ï Street; 
Last Seen Alive Address ï Postcode; Last Seen Alive Address ï State; 
Last Seen Alive Address ï Suburb. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/2007 1 13/06/2017 

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Time Location. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Last Seen Alive Address ï Postcode 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The postcode of the address where the deceased was last known to be 
alive. 

Context: This information is important for preventative purposes.  Forms a 
complete address when combined with other address data items. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Numeric Form: Code 

Field Size: Min. 4 Max. 4 Layout: NNNN 

Status: Advisable. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Address where last known to be alive differs from Incident or Death; OR 

Any of the relevant data items on the screen are completed (Date, Time, 
Institution, Street, Suburb, Postcode or State). 

Codeset: Postcode booklet, Australia Post (December 1999). 

If the postcode is unknown, use: 

7777 Not Applicable (includes Resident Overseas, No Fixed Address) 

8888 Still Enquiring 

9999 Unlikely To Be Known 

Guide for Use: The creation of suburbs and postcodes is continuous and the NCIS 
reference table may be updated to reflect this.  If a suburb or postcode is 
not listed in the reference table please contact NCIS for assistance.  

Verification Rules: May be null, unless any of the other data items on the screen have been 
completed. 

ó8888 ï Still Enquiringô is not valid for closed cases. 

Related Items:  Last Seen Alive Address ï Country; Last Seen Alive Address ï Institution; 
Last Seen Alive Address ï State; Last Seen Alive Address ï Street;  
Last Seen Alive Address ï Suburb. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: Australia Post. 

NCIS Table Source: Time Location. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Last Seen Alive Address ï State 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The state or territory of the address where the deceased was last known 
to be alive. 

Context: This information is important for preventative purposes.  Forms a 
complete address when combined with other address data items. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Numeric Form: Code 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 2 Layout: NN 

Status: Advisable. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Address where last known to be alive differs from Incident or Death; OR 

Any of the relevant data items on the screen are completed (Date, Time, 
Institution, Street, Suburb or Postcode). 

Codeset: 00 Not Applicable (includes Resident Overseas, No Fixed Address) 

01 New South Wales 

02 Victoria 

03 Queensland 

04 South Australia 

05 Western Australia 

06 Tasmania 

07 Northern Territory 

08 Australian Capital Territory 

09 New Zealand 

20 Other Territories (Cocos (Keeling) Islands, Christmas Islands and 
Jervis Bay Territory) 

88 Still Enquiring 

99 Unlikely To Be Known 

Guide for Use: Displayed only for Australia cases, hidden when displaying New Zealand 
cases as New Zealand is divided into regions rather than states. 

Unless the event occurred overseas: ó0 ï Not Applicableô is not valid for 
Last Seen Alive Address ï State, as verification of the State/Territory in 
which the deceased was last known to be alive should be available for all 
cases reported to Australian coroners. 

Verification Rules: May be null, unless any of the other data items on the screen have been 
completed. 

 ó88 ï Still Enquiringô is not valid for closed cases. 
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Related Items:  Last Seen Alive Address ï Institution; Last Seen Alive Address ï Street;  
Last Seen Alive Address ï Suburb; Last Seen Alive Address ï Postcode;  
Last Seen Alive Address ï Country. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

3 01/07/2010   

Definition Source: NHDD: Version 13.   

Domain values are derived from ASGC (ABS, 1998a). 

Organisation Source: AIHW. 

NCIS Table Source: Time Location. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Last Seen Alive Address ï Street 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The number and street of the address where the deceased was last 
known to be alive. 

Context: This information is important for preventative purposes.  Forms a 
complete address when combined with other address data items. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Text Form: Text 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 80 Layout: Text 

Status: Advisable. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Address where last known to be alive differs from Incident or Death; OR 

Any of the relevant data items on the screen are completed (Date, Time, 
Institution, Street, Suburb, Postcode or State). 

Codeset: Free text. 

If the street is unknown, use: 

7 Not Applicable (includes Resident Overseas, No Fixed Address) 

8 Still Enquiring 

9 Unlikely To Be Known 

Guide for Use: Wherever possible, abbreviations should not be used (i.e.; use ñStreetò not 
ñStò). 

Verification Rules: May be null, unless any of the other data items on the screen have been 
completed. 

ó8 ï Still Enquiringô is not valid for closed cases. 

Related Items:  Last Seen Alive Address ï Country; Last Seen Alive Address ï Institution; 
Last Seen Alive Address ï Postcode; Last Seen Alive Address ï State;  
Last Seen Alive ï Suburb. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Time Location. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Last Seen Alive Address ï Suburb 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The suburb of the address where the deceased was last known to be 
alive. 

Context: This information is important for preventative purposes.  Together with 
postcode reports the geographic location of the event. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Text Form: Text 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 32 Layout: Text 

Status: Advisable. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Address where last known to be alive differs from Incident or Death; OR 

Any of the relevant data items on the screen are completed (Date, Time, 
Institution, Street, Suburb, Postcode or State). 

Codeset: Free text. 

If the suburb is unknown, use: 

7 Not Applicable (includes Resident Overseas, No Fixed Address) 

8 Still Enquiring 

9 Unlikely To Be Known 

Guide for Use: May be a recognised town, city or suburb or refer to a commonly used 
location name such as an agricultural property or indigenous community. 

The creation of suburbs and postcodes is continuous and the NCIS 
reference table may be updated to reflect this.  If a suburb or postcode is 
not listed in the reference table please contact NCIS for assistance. 

Verification Rules: May be null, unless any of the other data items on the screen have been 
completed. 

ó8 ï Still Enquiringô is not valid for closed cases. 

Related Items:  Last Seen Alive Address ï Country; Last Seen Alive Address ï Institution; 
Last Seen Alive Address ï Postcode; Last Seen Alive Address ï State; 
Last Seen Alive Address ï Street. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Time Location. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Last Seen Alive Address ï Town/City 

Identifying and Definitional Attributes 

Definition: The Town/City of the address where the deceased was last known to be alive. 

Context: This information is important for preventative purposes.  Together with 
postcode reports the geographic location of the event. 

Collected as part of the New Zealand Core Data Set ï Not collected for deaths 
reported to an Australian Coroner. 

Relational and Representational Attributes 

Data Type: Text Form: Text 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 40 Layout: Text 

Status: Optional. 

Reported For: New Zealand cases. 

Reported When: Case Closed 

Codeset: Free text. 

If the suburb is unknown, use: 

9999944 Don't Know 

9999955 Refused to Answer 

9999977 Response Unidentifiable 

9999988 Response Outside Scope 

9999996 No Fixed Abode 

9999997 Country Not Stated 

9999998 New Zealand Not Further Defined 

9999999 Not Stated 

Guide for Use: A city is a territorial authority area which has a minimum population of 50,000, 
is predominantly urban in character, is a distinct entity and a major centre of 
activity within its parent region. 

Verification Rules: Must not be null. 

Related Items:  

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/2010   

Definition Source: Statistics New Zealand, New Zealand Ministry of Health. 

Organisation Source: New Zealand Coroners System. 

NCIS Table Source: Case Death. 

Data Entry: Coded via New Zealand Coroners System. 

Comments:  
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Last Seen Alive Address ï Free Text 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: Free text field for entry of details relating to where the deceased was last 
seen alive.  

Context: Provides an opportunity for further details to be recorded regarding the 
event. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Text Form: Text 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. as 
Required 

Layout: Text 

Status: Optional. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Clarification is required or valuable for explanation of event OR 

Any of the relevant data items on the screen are completed (Date, Time, 
Institution, Street, Postcode, State or Country). 

Codeset: Free text. 

Guide for Use: Record useful details of the event(s) involved to allow clarification of 
coding throughout the case or provide specific information concerning the 
role and activities of the deceased or others. 

Details regarding specific wards, units, sites etc. of institutions can also be 
recorded. 

Verification Rules: May be null, unless any of the data items on the screen are completed. 

Related Items:  Last Seen Alive Address ï Country; Last Seen Alive Address ï Institution; 
Last Seen Alive Address ï Postcode; Last Seen Alive Address ï State; 
Last Seen Alive Address ï Street; Last Seen Alive Address ï Suburb. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Time Location. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  

 



 

118                NCIS Data Dictionary ï Version 3 (Revised), September 2018 

Last Seen Alive (Between Date) 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The date range during which the deceased was last known to be alive; 
used for cases where the exact date/time is not known but a range of 
dates and/or times during which the deceased was last known to be alive 
is known. 

Context: This information is important for forensic and epidemiological purposes. 
Sometimes an exact date is unavailable, although an approximate one is 
and it is valuable to record the range within which the exact date falls.  
This will at least provide an indication of the relevant dates related to a 
case, rather than being recorded as an óunknownô. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Date Form: Date 

Field Size: Min. 10 Max. 10 Layout: DD/MM/CCYY 

Status: Conditional Mandatory. 

Reported For: Case where date/time of event is stated within range rather than exact. 

Reported When: Clarification is required or valuable for explanation of event OR 

Any of the relevant data items on the screen are completed (Date, Time, 
Institution, Street, Postcode, State or Country). 

Codeset: Valid date. 

Guide for Use: This is significant when the exact date and/or time cannot be determined.  

The two date fields are used in conjunction with Last Seen Alive (Between 
Time) to represent the range in which the deceased was last known to be 
alive. 

The first of the two date fields records the first date in the range, with the 
last date recorded in second date field. 

The date/time range should be as precise and complete as possible, 
clearly indicating that the deceased was last known to be alive at some 
point between the two reported dates/times.   

Verification Rules: Valid when the exact date is not known, unusual for Last Seen Alive as 
this is the first in the sequence of events and the exact date/time that the 
deceased was last known to be alive is usually documented. 

Last Seen Alive Date/Time must be earlier or equal to the date/time 
combination coded for Body Found, Death or Incident. 

Last Seen Alive Date/Time must be earlier the date/time combination 
coded for Notification of Death. 

Last Seen Alive Date/Time must be later or equal to Date of Birth 
(excluding influence of time during comparison). 

Related Items:  Last Seen Alive (Between Time); Last Seen Alive (On Date);  
Last Seen Alive (Between Date). 

 

 

 



NCIS Data Dictionary ï Version 3 (Revised), September 2018  119 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Time Location. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Last Seen Alive (On Date) 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The exact date the deceased was last known to be alive.   

Context: This information is important for forensic and epidemiological purposes 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Date Form: Date 

Field Size: Min. 10 Max. 10 Layout: DD/MM/CCYY 

Status: Advisable. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Clarification is required or valuable for explanation of event OR 

Any of the relevant data items on the screen are completed (Date, Time, 
Institution, Street, Postcode, State or Country). 

Codeset: Valid date. 

If the date/s are unknown (and a date range cannot be determined), use: 

08/08/8888 Still Enquiring 

09/09/9999 Unlikely To Be Known 

Guide for Use: Must be used in combination with Last Seen Alive (On Time) to represent 
the exact moment that the deceased was last known to be alive. 

If the exact moment is not known (unusual for Last Seen Alive) use the 
Last Seen Alive (Between Date) and Last Seen Alive (Between Time) to 
indicate the range during which the deceased was last known to be alive. 

Verification Rules: This field should be completed when the exact date is known. 

ó08/08/8888 ï Still Enquiringô is not valid for closed cases. 

Last Seen Alive Date/Time must be earlier or equal to the date/time 
combination coded for Body Found, Death or Incident. 

Last Seen Alive Date/Time must be earlier the date/time combination 
coded for Notification of Death. 

Last Seen Alive Date/Time must be later or equal to Date of Birth 
(excluding influence of time during comparison). 

Related Items:  Last Seen Alive (On Time); Last Seen Alive (Between Date);  
Last Seen Alive (Between Time). 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Time Location. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Last Seen Alive (Between Time) 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The time range during which the deceased was last known to be alive; 
used for cases where the exact date/time is not known but a range of 
dates and/or times during which the deceased was known to be alive is 
known. 

Context: This information is important for forensic and epidemiological purposes. 
Sometimes an exact time is unavailable, although an approximate one is 
and it is valuable to record the range within which the exact date falls.  
This will at least provide an indication of the relevant dates related to a 
case, rather than being recorded as an óunknownô. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Time Form: Time 

Field Size: Min. 5 Max. 5 Layout: HH:MM 

Status: Conditional Mandatory. 

Reported For: Case where date/time of event is stated within range rather than exact. 

Reported When: Clarification is required or valuable for explanation of event OR 

Any of the relevant data items on the screen are completed (Date, Time, 
Institution, Street, Postcode, State or Country). 

Codeset: Valid time, expressed as hours and minutes using 24-hour clock. 

Guide for Use: This is significant when the exact date and/or time cannot be determined. 

The two time fields are used in conjunction with Last Seen Alive (Between 
Date) to represent the range in which the deceased was last known to be 
alive. 

The first of the two time fields records the first time in the range, with the 
last time recorded in second time field. 

The date/time range should be as precise and complete as possible, 
clearly indicating that the deceased was last known to be alive sometime 
between the two reported dates/times.   

Verification Rules: Valid when the exact date is not known, unusual for Last Seen Alive as 
this is the first in the sequence of events and the exact date/time that the 
deceased was last known to be alive is usually documented. 

Last Seen Alive Date/Time must be earlier or equal to the date/time 
combination coded for Body Found, Death or Incident. 

Last Seen Alive Date/Time must be earlier the date/time combination 
coded for Notification of Death. 

Last Seen Alive Date/Time must be later or equal to Date of Birth 
(excluding influence of time during comparison). 

Related Items:  Last Seen Alive (Between Date); Last Seen Alive (On Date);  
Last Seen Alive (On Time). 
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Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Time Location. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Last Seen Alive (On Time) 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The exact time the deceased was last known to be alive.   

Context: This information is important for forensic and epidemiological purposes. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Time Form: Time 

Field Size: Min. 5 Max. 5 Layout: HH:MM 

Status: Advisable. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Clarification is required or valuable for explanation of event OR 

Any of the relevant data items on the screen are completed (Date, Time, 
Institution, Street, Postcode, State or Country). 

Codeset: Valid time, expressed as hours and minutes using 24-hour clock. 

If the date/s are unknown (and a date range cannot be determined), use: 

00:00 Unknown 

Guide for Use: Must be used in conjunction with Last Seen Alive (On Date) to represent 
the exact moment that the deceased was last known to be alive.  

If the exact moment is not known (unusual for Last Seen Alive) use the 
Last Seen Alive (Between Date) and Last Seen Alive (Between Time) to 
indicate the range during which the deceased was last known to be alive. 

Verification Rules: This field should be completed when the exact time is known. 

Last Seen Alive Date/Time must be earlier or equal to the date/time 
combination coded for Body Found, Death or Incident. 

Last Seen Alive Date/Time must be earlier the date/time combination 
coded for Notification of Death. 

Last Seen Alive Date/Time must be later or equal to Date of Birth 
(excluding influence of time during comparison). 

Related Items:  Last Seen Alive (On Date); Last Seen Alive (Between Date);  
Last Seen Alive (Between Time). 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Time Location. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Local Case Number 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The case number ascribed to a singular coronial case. 

Context: Required for the identification of the deceased. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Alphanumeric Form: Alphanumeric 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 32 Layout: Alphanumeric 

Status: Mandatory. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Case is entered into system. 

Codeset: Automatic allocation by LCMS. 

Guide for Use: The layout and domain of a local case number may differ between 
jurisdictions.  Characters should be entered according to the format 
relevant to individual jurisdictions. 

The current Local Case Number formats for NCIS jurisdictions are:  

(Where: C = Case file number, Y = Year of Death, J = Jurisdiction and 
CSU = Coronial Services Unit) 

ACT CCCC/YYYY 

NSW YYYYCCCCCCCC 

NT JCCCC/YYYY 

QLD CCCC/YYYY 

SA CCCC/YYYY 

TAS JCCCC/YYYY 

VIC YYYY00CCCC 

WA CCCC/YYYY 

NZ CSU-YYYY-JJJ-CCCCCC 

Verification Rules: This field must not be null. 

Related Items:  Case Court. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

 3 01/07/2014   

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Case Death. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Local Government Area (LGA)  

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: Local Government Areas (LGAs) are an ABS approximation of officially 
gazetted LGAs as defined by each State and Territory. 

LGAs cover incorporated areas of Australia. Incorporated areas are legally 
designated parts of States and Territories over which incorporated local 
governing bodies have responsibility. Unincorporated areas are also 
represented. 

Context: Used for analysis of geographic locations in which injuries resulting in 
death occurred or in which deceased resided. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Numeric Form: Code 

Field Size: Min. 5 Max. 5 Layout: NNNNN 

Status: Specified. 

Reported For: Usual Residential Address and Incident Location for all cases containing 
an address that can be geocoded. 

Reported When: As available. 

A regular review of Residential and Incident address data allows for the 
geocoding of previously uncoded addresses and the revision of applicable 
codes for amended addresses.   

Codeset: Australian Statistical Geography Standard 2016 (ASGS).  ABS Catalogue 
No. 1270.0.55 

If address cannot be geocoded, the field will be null. 

Guide for Use: Can be used alone or in combination with related data fields to identify 
cases based on the geographic location of Incident and Residence.  

Verification Rules: This field may be null. 

Related Items:  Remoteness Area (RA); Statistical Areas Level 2 (SA2); Statistical Areas 
Level 3 (SA3); Statistical Areas Level 4 (SA4). 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/2010 2 13/06/2017 

 3 17/09/2018   

Definition Source: ABS. 

Organisation Source: NCIS, ABS. 

NCIS Table Source: Geocoding. 

Data Entry: NCIS Unit. 

Comments: Produced from the geocoding of address information via software.  
Performed by the NCIS ï not entered by coronial offices. 
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Location ï Body Found 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The specific location (place) where the deceasedôs body was found. 

Context: Utilised to assist injury surveillance initiatives by grouping injuries by 
location and allowing the identification of separate areas of responsibility; 
resulting in targeted interventions and resource allocation and utilisations. 

In regard to deaths, several locations may apply.  The location where a 
person was injured may be different from the location where the person 
died.  This latter location may again be different from the place where the 
body was found or where the person was last known to be alive. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Numeric Form: Code 

Field Size: Min. 3 Max. 5 Layout: NN.NN 

Status: Advisable. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Location differs from that of Incident or Death; OR 

Any of the relevant data items on the screen are completed (Date, Time, 
Institution, Street, Suburb, Postcode, State or Country). 

Codeset: Refer Supplementary Codeset 5. 

If any location is unknown, use the following approach: 

888 Still Enquiring 

999 Unlikely To Be Known 

Guide for Use: Select the category that best describes the specific location where the 
body of the deceased was found (after death). 

Location involves two (2) levels of coding for the majority of categories, 
with the second level providing a detailed description of the actual object. 

A location code refers to the whole entity, including building, structures, 
outbuildings and open areas of space or ground, driveways, private roads. 

Choose the category which refers to the while entity rather than a 
category referring to part of an entity (i.e. a swimming pool in the backyard 
of a free-standing house should be coded as ó1.1 ï Detached Houseô 
rather than ó5.3 ï Public Swimming Centreô);  

If two or more categories are judged to be equally appropriate, select the 
one that comes first in the code list. 

Verification Rules: This field may be null unless any of the other data items on the screen 
have been completed. 

ó888 ï Still Enquiringô is not valid for closed cases. 

Related Items:  Location ï Death; Location ï Incident; Location ï Last Seen Alive. 
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Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

3 01/07/2007 4 01/07/2010 

Definition Source: ICECI: Version 1.2. 

Organisation Source: WHO. 

NCIS Table Source: Time Location. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments: Location is related to the ICD-10-AM (second edition) place of occurrence 
classification.  Adding subcategories to each ICD category has extended 
this classification.  This has two benefits.  First, it improves identification of 
some important sites of injury, e.g. farmhouse. Second, it enables 
comparison with data coded to the ICD-10 version of the place of 
occurrence classification. 

Contrary to ICD-10-AM, the use of the code value '0' has been avoided to 
prevent problems that sometimes arise from failure to maintain the 
distinction between zero and null (or missing). 
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Location ï Death  

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The specific location (place) where the death occurred. 

Context: Utilised to assist injury surveillance initiatives by grouping injuries by 
location and allowing the identification of separate areas of responsibility; 
resulting in targeted interventions and resource allocation and utilisations. 

In regard to deaths, several locations may apply.  The location where a 
person was injured may be different from the location where the person 
died.  This latter location may again be different from the place where the 
body was found or where the person was last known to be alive. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Numeric Form: Code 

Field Size: Min. 3 Max. 5 Layout: NN.NN 

Status: Mandatory. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Case closed. 

Codeset: Refer Supplementary Codeset 5. 

If any location is unknown, use the following approach: 

888 Still Enquiring 

999 Unlikely To Be Known 

Guide for Use: Select the category that best describes the specific location where the 
death occurred. 

Location involves two (2) levels of coding for the majority of categories, 
with the second level providing a detailed description of the actual object. 

A location code refers to the whole entity, including building, structures, 
outbuildings and open areas of space or ground, driveways, private roads. 

Choose the category which refers to the while entity rather than a 
category referring to part of an entity (i.e. a swimming pool in the backyard 
of a free-standing house should be coded as ó1.1 ï Detached Houseô 
rather than ó5.3 ï Public Swimming Centreô);  

If two or more categories are judged to be equally appropriate, select the 
one that comes first in the code list. 

Verification Rules: This field must not be null. 

ó888 ï Still Enquiringô is not valid for closed cases. 

Related Items:  Location ï Body Found; Location ï Incident; Location ï Last Seen Alive. 
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Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

3 01/07/2007 4 01/07/2010 

Definition Source: ICECI: Version 1.2. 

Organisation Source: WHO. 

NCIS Table Source: Time Location. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments: Location is related to the ICD-10-AM (second edition) place of occurrence 
classification.  Adding subcategories to each ICD category has extended 
this classification.  This has two benefits.  First, it improves identification of 
some important sites of injury, e.g. farmhouse. Second, it enables 
comparison with data coded to the ICD-10 version of the place of 
occurrence classification. 

Contrary to ICD-10-AM, the use of the code value '0' has been avoided to 
prevent problems that sometimes arise from failure to maintain the 
distinction between zero and null (or missing). 
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Location ï Incident 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The specific location (place) where the deceased was situated when 
injured/where the incident occurred or was started. 

Context: Utilised to assist injury surveillance initiatives by grouping injuries by 
location and allowing the identification of separate areas of responsibility; 
resulting in targeted interventions and resource allocation and utilisations. 

In regard to deaths, several locations may apply.  The location where a 
person was injured may be different from the location where the person 
died.  This latter location may again be different from the place where the 
body was found or where the person was last known to be alive. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Numeric Form: Code 

Field Size: Min. 3 Max. 5 Layout: NN.NN 

Status: Mandatory. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Case closed. 

Codeset: Refer Supplementary Codeset 5. 

If any location is unknown, use the following approach: 

888 Still Enquiring 

999 Unlikely To Be Known 

Guide for Use: Select the category that best describes the specific location where the 
incident occurred. 

Location involves two (2) levels of coding for the majority of categories, 
with the second level providing a detailed description of the actual object. 

A location code refers to the whole entity, including building, structures, 
outbuildings and open areas of space or ground, driveways, private roads. 

Choose the category which refers to the while entity rather than a 
category referring to part of an entity (i.e. a swimming pool in the backyard 
of a free-standing house should be coded as ó1.1 ï Detached Houseô 
rather than ó5.3 ï Public Swimming Centreô);  

If deceased incurs more than one injury, select the location at which the 
more severe injury occurred;  

If two or more categories are judged to be equally appropriate, select the 
one that comes first in the code list. 

Verification Rules: This field must not be null. 

ó888 ï Still Enquiringô is not valid for closed cases. 

Related Items:  Location ï Body Found; Location ï Death; Location ï Last Seen Alive. 
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Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

3 01/07/2007 4 01/07/2010 

Definition Source: ICECI: Version 1.2. 

Organisation Source: WHO. 

NCIS Table Source: Time Location. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments: Location is related to the ICD-10-AM (second edition) place of occurrence 
classification.  Adding subcategories to each ICD category has extended 
this classification.  This has two benefits.  First, it improves identification of 
some important sites of injury, e.g. farmhouse. Second, it enables 
comparison with data coded to the ICD-10 version of the place of 
occurrence classification. 

Contrary to ICD-10-AM, the use of the code value '0' has been avoided to 
prevent problems that sometimes arise from failure to maintain the 
distinction between zero and null (or missing). 
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Location ï Last Seen Alive 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The specific location (place) where the deceased was last known to be 
alive, includes: last seen alive, last spoken to or last emailed, smsôd. 

Context: Utilised to assist injury surveillance inititatives by grouping injuries by 
location and allowing the identification of separate areas of responsibility; 
resulting in targetted interventions and resource allocation and utilisations. 

In regard to deaths, several locations may apply.  The location where a 
person was injured may be different from the location where the person 
died.  This latter location may again be different from the place where the 
body was found or where the person was last known to be alive. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Numeric Form: Code 

Field Size: Min. 3 Max. 5 Layout: NN.NN 

Status: Advisable. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Location differs from that of Incident or Death; OR 

Any of the relevant data items on the screen are completed (Date, Time, 
Institution, Street, Suburb, Postcode, State or Country). 

Codeset: Refer Supplementary Codeset 5. 

If any location is unknown, use the following approach: 

888 Still Enquiring 

999 Unlikely To Be Known 

Guide for Use: Select the category that best describes the specific location where the 
deceased was last known to be alive. 

Location involves two (2) levels of coding for the majority of categories, 
with the second level providing a detailed description of the actual object. 

A location code refers to the whole entity, including building, structures, 
outbuildings and open areas of space or ground, driveways, private roads. 

Choose the category which refers to the while entity rather than a 
category referring to part of an entity (i.e. a swimming pool in the backyard 
of a free-standing house should be coded as ó1.1 ï Detached Houseô 
rather than ó5.3 ï Public Swimming Centreô);  

If two or more categories are judged to be equally appropriate, select the 
one that comes first in the code list. 

Verification Rules: This field may be null unless any of the other data items on the screen 
have been completed. 

 ó888 ï Still Enquiringô is not valid for closed cases. 

Related Items:  Location ï Body Found; Location ï Death; Location ï Incident. 
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Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

3 01/07/2007 4 01/07/2010 

Definition Source: ICECI: Version 1.2. 

Organisation Source: WHO. 

NCIS Table Source: Time Location. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments: Location is related to the ICD-10-AM (second edition) place of occurrence 
classification.  Adding subcategories to each ICD category has extended 
this classification.  This has two benefits.  First, it improves identification of 
some important sites of injury, e.g. farmhouse. Second, it enables 
comparison with data coded to the ICD-10 version of the place of 
occurrence classification. 

Contrary to ICD-10-AM, the use of the code value '0' has been avoided to 
prevent problems that sometimes arise from failure to maintain the 
distinction between zero and null (or missing). 
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Marital Status 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The marital status of the deceased at the time of death. 

Context: Marital status is a core data item in a wide range of social, labour and 
demographic statistics.  Its main purpose is to establish the living 
arrangements of individuals, to facilitate analysis of the association of 
marital status with the need for and use of services and for 
epidemiological analysis. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Numeric Form: Code 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 1 Layout: N 

Status: Mandatory. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Case closed. 

Codeset: 1 Never married 

2 Widowed 

3 Divorced 

4 Separated 

5 Married (including de facto) 

8 Still enquiring 

9 Unlikely to be known 

Guide for Use: The category Married (including de facto) should be generally accepted as 
applicable to all de facto couples, including of the same sex. 

Verification Rules: This field must not be null. 
ó8 ï Still Enquiringô is not valid for closed cases. 

Related Items:   

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

Definition Source: NHDD: Version 14.   

Organisation Source: AIHW. 

NCIS Table Source: Case Death. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments: The ABS has defined registered marital status based on a legal concept 
and social marital status, a social, marriage-like arrangement (i.e. de facto 
marriage). The ABS standards working party recommended that the ABS 
registered marital status be accepted.  

The wording of certain information fields in NHDD Version 14 has been 
altered to suit the requirements of NCIS.  The definition is unchanged, but 
the data domain has been adjusted. 
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Mechanism of Injury 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The means, environmental event, condition or circumstance in which 
injury was sustained, including poisoning and adverse effect.  The way in 
which the injury resulting in death was sustained. 

Context: Physical trauma results from the transfer of energy, in one form or 
another, to the tissues that are damaged.  The process whereby this 
occurs may be described as the 'mechanism of injury.'  This data item 
enables many types of mechanisms of injury to be coded. 

In some cases, the mechanism is obvious (e.g. crushed by a falling tree).  
In other cases it may be more complex.  For example, the mechanism of 
injuries sustained in a car crash may be a poorly defined combination of 
striking moving or static objects, deceleration, etc.  In other cases, the 
mechanism may have more than one step.  For example, an event 
resulting in injury might begin with slipping on a wet floor, injury being 
sustained when the personôs head strikes a nearby basin while falling. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Numeric Form: Code 

Field Size: Min. 3 Max. 7 Layout: NN.NN.N 

Status: Conditional Mandatory. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Mandatory where Case Type = ó2 ï Death by External Cause(s)ô.   

May be reported for cases where with any other Case Type - Completion 
(Natural death, Body not recovered, Unknown) where it is determined that 
an external factor contributed to the death. 

Codeset: Refer Supplementary Codeset 6 for Inclusions and Exclusions. 

1 Blunt Force 

1.01 Transport Injury Event 

1.01.1 Vehicle Occupant 

1.01.2 Pedestrian/Swimmer 

1.01.3 Pedal Cyclist 

1.01.4 Motorcyclist/ Motorcycle Rider 

1.01.5 Mobility Scooter User 

1.01.6 Occupant Out Of Vehicle 

1.01.7 Watercraft User 

1.01.8 Other Specified Transport Injury Event 

1.01.9 Unspecified Transport Injury Event  

  

1.02 Contact with Object or Animal 

1.02.1 Contact with Moving Object 

1.02.2 Contact with Static Object 

1.02.3 Struck by Thrown or Falling Object  

1.02.4 Struck by Moving Object Before Which Person Moved/Was Moved 

1.02.5 Contact with Animal: Non-Piercing or Non-Penetrating 

1.02.6 Ejected From Vehicle 

1.02.8 Other Specified Contact with Object or Animal 

1.02.9 Unspecified Contact with Object or Animal 
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1.03 Contact with Person 

1.03.1 Struck or Kicked by a Person 

1.03.2 Sexual Assault by Bodily Force 

1.03.3 Collision with Another Person 

1.03.4 Shaken or Thrown by Another Person 

1.03.8 Other Specified Contact with a Person 

1.03.9 Unspecified Contact with a Person 
  

1.04 Crushing 

1.04.1 Pinching, Crushing Between Objects 

1.04.2 Crushing Between Persons  

1.04.3 Crushed by Single Object 

1.04.8 Other Specified Crushing 

1.04.9 Unspecified Crushing 
  

1.05 Falling, Stumbling, Jumping, Pushed 

1.05.1 Falling/Stumbling by Tripping on Same Level 

1.05.2 Falling/Stumbling by Slipping on Same Level 

1.05.3 Other Falling/Stumbling/Jumping/Pushed on the Same Level 

1.05.4 Falling/Stumbling/Jumping/Pushed from a Height: Less than 1 Metre 

1.05.5 Falling/Stumbling/Jumping/Pushed from a Height: 1 Metre or More 

1.05.6 Falling/Stumbling/Jumping/Pushed from an Unspecified Height 

1.05.7 Falling/Stumbling/Jumping/Pushed on Stairs/Steps 

1.05.8 Other Specified Falling/Stumbling/Jumping/Pushed 

1.05.9 Unspecified Falling/Stumbling/Jumping/Pushed 
  

1.06 Abrading, Rubbing  
  

1.98 Other Specified Contact with Blunt Force 
  

1.99 Unspecified Contact with Blunt Force 

  

2 Piercing, Penetrating Force 

2.01 Scratching, Cutting, Tearing, Severing 

2.01.1 Scratched or Clawed by a Person 

2.01.2 Scratched or Clawed by an Animal 

2.01.3 Cut, Slice, Slash 

2.01.4 Tear, Rip, Saw 

2.01.5 Sever, Hack Off 

2.01.9 Unspecified Scratching, Cutting, Tearing, Severing 
  

2.02 Puncturing, Stabbing 

2.02.1 Stabbed 

2.02.2 Shot by Firearm 

2.02.3 Shot by BB or Pellet Gun 

2.02.4 Shot by Other Weapon 

2.02.5 Impaled, Pierced by Animal or Object 

2.02.8 Other Specified Puncturing 

2.02.9 Unspecified Puncturing 
  

2.03 Biting, Stinging, Invenomating 

2.03.1 Bitten by Person 

2.03.2 Bitten by Non-Venomous Animal 

2.03.3 Bitten by Venomous Animal 

2.03.4 Bitten or Stung by Non-Venomous Insect or Other Invertebrate 

2.03.5 Bitten or Stung by Venomous Insect or Other Invertebrate 

2.03.8 Other Specified Biting, Stinging, Invenomating 

2.03.9 Unspecified Biting, Stinging, Invenomating 
  

2.98 Other Specified Piercing, Penetrating Force 
  

2.99 Unspecified Piercing, Penetrating Force 
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3 Other Mechanical Force 

3.01 Struck by Explosive Blast 
  

3.02 Contact with Machinery 
  

3.98 Other Specified Mechanical Force 
  

3.99 Unspecified Mechanical Force 
  

4 Thermal Mechanism 

4.01 Heating 

4.01.1 Contact with Hot Liquid, Steam, Other Hot Gas 

4.01.2 Contact with Hot Object or Solid Substance 

4.01.3 Contact with Fire or Flame 

4.01.4 Heating, Whole Body: Natural Source 

4.01.5 Heating, Whole Body: Man-made Source 

4.01.6 Inhalation of Smoke from Burning Object/Substance 

4.01.7 Self Immolation 

4.01.8 Other Specified Heating 

4.01.9 Unspecified Heating 
  

4.02 Cooling 

4.02.1 Cooling: Natural Source 

4.02.2 Cooling: Man-made Source 

4.02.8 Other Specified Cooling 

4.02.9 Unspecified Cooling 
  

4.98 Other Specified Thermal Mechanism 
  

4.99 Unspecified Thermal Mechanism 
  

5 Threat to Breathing 

5.01 Mechanical Threat to Breathing 

5.01.1 Hanging 

5.01.2 Strangling 

5.01.3 External Compression of Airway, Chest 

5.01.4 Obstruction of Airway by Inhaled Object/Substance 

5.01.5 Obstruction of Airway by Object Covering Mouth and Nose 

5.01.6 Bed Sharing, Co-sleeping 

5.01.7 Positional Asphyxia 

5.01.8 Other Specified Mechanical Threat to Breathing 

5.01.9 Unspecified Mechanical Threat to Breathing 
  

5.02 Drowning/Near Drowning 

5.02.1 Drowning/Near Drowning following Fall into Water 

5.02.2 Drowning/Near Drowning while in a Body of Water 

5.02.3 Drowning/Near Drowning after Being Swept Off Rocks 

5.02.4 Drowning/Near Drowning after Intentionally Entering Water 

5.02.5 Drowning/Near Drowning following a Vehicle Accident 

5.02.6 Drowning/Near Drowning Resulting From An Assault 

5.02.7 Entangled or Snared Below Water Surface 

5.02.8 Other Specified Drowning/Near Drowning 

5.02.9 Unspecified Drowning/Near Drowning 
  

5.03 Confinement in Oxygen-deficient Place 
  

5.04 Anaphylaxis 
  

5.05 Physical Restraint 
  

5.98 Other Specified Threat to Breathing 
  

5.99 Unspecified Threat to Breathing 
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6 Exposure to Chemical or Other Substance 

6.01 Poisoning by Chemical or Other Substance 

6.01.a Poisoning by Pharmaceutical Substance 

6.01.b Poisoning by Other Substance (Not Pharmaceutical) 

6.01.4 Intoxication Causing Driving Impairment 

6.01.5 Intoxication Causing Impaired Judgment 

6.01.6 Alcoholic Disease 

6.01.8 Other Specified Poisoning by Chemical or Other Substance 

6.01.9 Unspecified Poisoning by Chemical or Other Substance 
  

6.02 Corrosion by Chemical or Other Substance 

6.02.1 Corrosion by Substance 

6.02.8 Other Specified Corrosion by Substance 

6.02.9 Unspecified Corrosion by Substance 
  

6.98 Other Specified Effect of Exposure to Chemical or Other 
Substance 

  

6.99 Unspecified Effect of Exposure to Chemical or Other 
Substance 

  

7 Physical Over-Exertion 

7.01 Acute Over-exertion, Over-extension 
  

7.98 Other Specified Physical Over-exertion 
  

7.99 Unspecified Physical Over-exertion 

  

8 
Exposure To (Effect Of) Weather, Natural Disaster, Or 
Other Force Of Nature 

8.01 Exposure To (Effect Of) Precipitation 

8.01.1 Exposure to Rain, Storm, Cloudburst 

8.01.2 Exposure to Hurricane, Cyclone, Monsoon, Typhoon 

8.01.3 Exposure to Hailstorm 

8.01.4 Exposure to Flood 

8.01.8 Other Specified Exposure to (Effect Of) Precipitation 

8.01.9 Unspecified Exposure to (Effect Of) Precipitation 
   

8.02 Exposure To (Effect Of) Wind Condition 

8.02.1 Exposure to Tornado, Whirlwind 

8.02.2 Exposure to Windstorm 

8.02.3 Exposure to Dust Storm 

8.02.4 Exposure to Blizzard 

8.02.8 Other Specified Exposure to (Effect Of) Wind Condition 

8.02.9 Unspecified Exposure to (Effect Of) Wind Condition 
  

8.03 Exposure To (Effect Of) Earth or Ocean Movement  

8.03.1 Exposure to Earthquake 

8.03.2 Exposure to Mudslide 

8.03.3 Exposure to Avalanche 

8.03.4 Exposure to Tidal Wave 

8.03.8 Other Specified Exposure to (Effect Of) Earth or Ocean Movement 

8.03.9 Unspecified Exposure to (Effect Of) Earth or Ocean Movement 
  

8.04 Exposure To (Effect Of) Eruption 

8.04.1 Exposure to Volcanic Eruptions 

8.04.8 Other Specified Exposure to (Effect Of) Eruption 

8.04.9 Unspecified Exposure to (Effect Of) Eruption 
  



NCIS Data Dictionary ï Version 3 (Revised), September 2018  139 

8.08 Exposure To (Effect Of) Other Specified Weather, Natural 
Disaster or Other Force of Nature 

8.08.1 Exposure to Lightning 
  

8.98 Other Specified Exposure To (Effect Of) Weather, Natural 
Disaster or Other Force of Nature 

  

8.99 Unspecified Exposure To (Effect Of) Weather, Natural 
Disaster or Other Force of Nature 

  

20 Complications of Health Care 

20.01 Adverse Effects Related to Drugs, Medicaments or 
Biological Substances 

20.01.1 
Adverse Effects in the Therapeutic Use of Drugs, Medicaments or 
Biological Substances during Surgical/Medical Care 

20.01.2 Adverse Effects from Contaminated Medical or Biological Substances 

20.01.3 
Failure in Dosage of Drugs, Medicaments or Biological Substances 
during Surgical/Medical Care 

20.01.8 
Other Specified Adverse Effects Related to Drugs, Medicaments or 
Biological Substances 

20.01.9 
Unspecified Adverse Effects Related to Drugs, Medicaments or 
Biological Substances 

  

20.02 Foreign Object Left in Body during Surgical/Medical Care 

20.02.0 Foreign Object Left in Body during Surgical Operation 

20.02.1 Foreign Object Left in Body during Infusion or Transfusion 

20.02.2 Foreign Object Left in Body during Kidney Dialysis or Other Perfusion 

20.02.3 Foreign Object Left in Body during Injection or Immunisation 

20.02.4 Foreign Object Left in Body during Endoscopic Examination 

20.02.5 Foreign Object Left in Body during Heart Catheterisation 

20.02.6 
Foreign Object Left in Body during Aspiration, Puncture or Other 
Catheterisation 

20.02.7 Foreign Object Left in Body during Removal of Catheter or Packing 

20.02.8 
Other Specified Foreign Object Left in Body during Surgical/Medical 
Care 

20.02.9 Unspecified Foreign Object Left in Body during Surgical/Medical Care 
  

20.03 Adverse Incidents Associated with Medical Devices in 
Diagnostic/Therapeutic Use  

  

20.04 Unintentional Cut, Puncture, Perforation during 
Surgical/Medical Care 

20.04.0 Unintentional Cut, Puncture, Perforation during Surgical Operation 

20.04.1 
Unintentional Cut, Puncture, Perforation during Infusion or 
Transfusion 

20.04.2 
Unintentional Cut, Puncture, Perforation during Kidney Dialysis or 
Other Perfusion 

20.04.3 
Unintentional Cut, Puncture, Perforation during Injection or 
Immunisation 

20.04.4 
Unintentional Cut, Puncture, Perforation during Endoscopic 
Examination 

20.04.5 Unintentional Cut, Puncture, Perforation during Heart Catheterisation 

20.04.6 
Unintentional Cut, Puncture, Perforation during Aspiration, Puncture 
or Other Catheterisation 

20.04.7 
Unintentional Cut, Puncture, Perforation during Administration of 
Enema 

20.04.8 
Other Specified Unintentional Cut, Puncture, Perforation during 
Surgical/Medical Care 

20.04.9 
Unspecified Unintentional Cut, Puncture, Perforation during 
Surgical/Medical Care 
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20.05 Failure of Sterile Precautions during Surgical/Medical 
Care 

20.05.1 Failure of Sterile Precautions during Surgical Operation 

20.05.2 Failure of Sterile Precautions during Infusion or Transfusion 

20.05.3 
Failure of Sterile Precautions during Kidney Dialysis or Other 
Perfusion 

20.05.4 Failure of Sterile Precautions during Injection or Immunisation 

20.05.5 Failure of Sterile Precautions during Endoscopic Examination 

20.05.6 Failure of Sterile Precautions during Heart Catheterisation 

20.05.7 
Failure of Sterile Precautions during Aspiration, Puncture or Other 
Catheterisation 

20.05.8 
Other Specified Failure of Sterile Precautions during Surgical/Medical 
Care 

20.05.9 Unspecified Failure of Sterile Precautions during Surgical/Medical Care 

  

20.06 Abnormal Reaction of the Patient or Later Complication 
Caused by Surgical Operations or Other Surgical/Medical 
Procedures, Without Mention of Misadventure at the Time 
of the Procedure, NEC 

20.06.1 Surgical Operation or Procedure as the Cause of Abnormal Reaction 
of the Patient or of Later Complication Without Mention of 
Misadventure at the Time of the Procedure 

20.06.2 Medical Procedure, Other than Surgical, as the Cause of Abnormal 
Reaction of the Patient or of Later Complication Without Mention of 
Misadventure at the Time of the Procedure 

  

20.07 Non-Administration of Surgical/Medical Care 
  

20.08 Obstructed or Faulty Medical Device 
  

20.09 Missed or Incorrect Diagnosis 
  

20.10 Complications of Birth Process 
  

20.11 Inadequate Medical Supervision 
  

20.12 Refused Medical Treatment 
  

20.98 Other Specified Complications of Health Care  
  

20.99 Unspecified Complications of Health Care  

  

98 Other Mechanism of Injury 

98.01 Contact with Foreign Body 

98.01.1 Foreign Body on Eye or Entering Into/Through Eye 

98.01.2 Foreign Body Entering Into or Through Other Natural Orifice 

98.01.8 Other Specified Contact with Foreign Body 

98.01.9 Unspecified Contact with Foreign Body 
  

98.02 Exposure to Electricity, Radiation 

98.02.1 Exposure to Electric Current 

98.02.2 Exposure to Welding Light 

98.02.3 Exposure to Other Visible and Ultraviolet Light: Man-made Sources 

98.02.4 Exposure to Sun Light 

98.02.5 Exposure to Other Non-ionising Radiation 

98.02.6 Exposure to Ionising Radiation, Non-natural 

98.02.8 Other Specified Exposure to Radiation 

98.02.9 Unspecified Exposure to Radiation  
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98.03 Exposure to Sound, Vibration 

98.03.1 Exposure to Sound 

98.03.2 Exposure to Vibration 
  

98.04 Exposure to Air Pressure 

98.04.1 Exposure to Suction 

98.04.2 Exposure to Other Extreme or Changing Air Pressure 

98.04.8 Other Specified Exposure to Air Pressure 

98.04.9 Unspecified Exposure to Air Pressure 
  

98.05 Exposure to Low Gravity 
  

98.06 Neglect, Abandonment, or Lack of Necessities of Life 

98.06.1 Lack of Food 

98.06.2 Lack of Water 

98.06.3 Lack of Food and Water 

98.06.8 Other Specified Neglect, Abandonment, or Lack of Necessities of Life 

98.06.9 Unspecified Neglect, Abandonment, or Lack of Necessities of Life 
  

98.07 Exposure to Recent Surgery and/or Anaesthesia 
  

98.09 Mesothelioma, Asbestosis 
  

98.10 Smoking 
  

98.11 Bullying 
  

98.12 Distracted by Personal Use Item 
  

98.13 Impaired Driver Control 
  

98.14 Financial Stress or Strain 
  

98.15 Exposure to Immense Weight 
  

98.16 Impact of Terminal or Debilitating Condition 
  

98.17 Assisted Suicide 
  

98.18 Mental Health Issue 
  

98.19 Driver Fatigue 
  

98.20 Inactivated Safety Device 
  

98.21 Other Industrial Disease 
  

98.98 Other Specified Mechanism of Injury 

  

99 Unspecified Mechanism of Injury 
  

888 Still Enquiring 
  

999 Unlikely To Be Known 

Guide for Use: Mechanism of Injury involves three (3) levels of coding; each level is more 
descriptive resulting in the most detail being provided in the third level. 

In addition, if ó1.01 ï Transport Injury Eventô, is selected then Mode of 
Transport, Counterpart, Context and User must also be completed. 
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Each applicable case should be allocated at least one mechanism code, 
this is known as the Primary Mechanism of Injury.  Where necessary to 
convey the nature of the event or various elements involved, a second 
(secondary 1) and third (secondary 2) mechanism code may be allocated. 

Example: A person falls from a ship into water, and then drowns.  Code 
the direct mechanism as ódrowning/immersionô and the ófall from a heightô 
as a contributing mechanism. 

Necessity for Mechanism of Injury coding is conditional on the coding of 
Case Type ï Completion. 

Although not mandatory, the coding of Mechanism of Injury is acceptable 
in cases for which the Case Type coded as Natural Cause, Body Not 
Recovered or Unknown; where external factors are documented as 
contributing to the death in the Pathology Report or Coronial Finding, 
smoking or the use of drugs/alcohol are examples of such external 
factors. 

Verification Rules: This field may be null, where Case Type ï Completion not ó2 ï Death due 
to External Cause(s)ô. 

ó888 ï Still Enquiringô is not valid for closed cases. 

Related Items:  Case Type ï Case Completion; Context; Counterpart;  
Medical Cause of Death, Mode of Transport;  
Object or Substance Producing Injury; User. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

3 01/07/2007 4 01/07/2010 

5 01/07/2014 6 01/09/2018 

Definition Source: ICECI v2.1.    

Organisation Source: WHO. 

NCIS Table Source: Mechanism. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Medical Cause of Death ï Text 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: Diagnosis or diagnoses relevant to the death of the deceased, based on 
the autopsy report. The breakdown for medical cause of death is 1a, 1b, 
1c, 1d, 2 and 3. 

Context: To provide additional information about the medical cause of death to be 
recorded. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Text Form: Text 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 255 Layout: Text 

Status: Mandatory. 

Reported For: All cases.  

Reported When: As available. 

Codeset: Text. 

Guide for Use: Coding should be completed whenever a pathology report is submitted to 
the coroner and duplicate the findings of the pathologist after autopsy. 

Verification Rules: Cause of Death 1a must not be null. 

Related Items:  Case Type ï Completion; Context; Counterpart;  
Intent ï Case Completion; ICD-10 Cause of Death; Mechanism of Injury; 
Mode of Transport; Object or Substance Producing Injury; User. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Case Death. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Medical Certificate Case 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: To identify cases initially reported to the coroner and subsequently issued 
a medical certificate thus terminating the coronial case. 

Context: To identify cases outside the specifications of the NCIS. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Numeric Form: Code 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 1 Layout: N 

Status: Optional. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: As available. 

Codeset: Tick Box. 

Guide for Use: The completion of this data item indicates that the case can be deleted 
from the NCIS, as it is outside the jurisdiction of the coroner.  The case 
should remain in the applicable local case management systems.ò 

Verification Rules: This field may be null. 

Related Items:   

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/05/2005   

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Case Death. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Mode of Transport 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The way by which the deceased was travelling at the time of the incident. 

Context: Transport crashes involve a reference person, or a vehicle in which the 
reference person is travelling, usually colliding with one or more other 
people or objects.  This data item enables coding of the mode of transport 
of the reference person. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Numeric Form: Code 

Field Size: Min. 2 Max. 4 Layout: NN.N 

Status: Conditional Mandatory. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Mechanism of Injury coded as ó1.01 ï Transport Injury Eventô. 

Codeset: Refer Supplementary Codeset 7 for Inclusions and Exclusions. 

1 Pedestrian 

1.1 Person on Foot 

1.2 Person using a Pedestrian Conveyance 

1.3 Swimmer 

1.4 Occupant Out Of Vehicle 

  

2 Pedal Cycle 

  

3 Other Non-Motorised Transport Device  

3.1 Animal-Drawn Vehicle 

3.2 Animal being Ridden 

3.3 Trailer, Caravan, Horse Float 

3.8 Other Specified Non-Motorised Transport Device 

3.9 Unspecified Non-Motorised Transport Device 

  

4 Two-Wheeled Motor Vehicle 

4.1 Motorised Bicycle 

4.2 Motorcycle 

4.3 Mobility Scooter, Gopher 

4.8 Other Specified Two-Wheeled Motor Vehicle 

4.9 Unspecified Two-Wheeled Motor Vehicle 

  

5 Three-Wheeled Motor Vehicle 

  

6 Light Transport Vehicle with Four or More Wheels 

6.1 Motor Car, Station Wagon, Minivan 

6.2 Minibus, Passenger Van 

6.3 Pick-Up Truck, Utility, Goods or Work Van, Ambulance, Motor Home 

6.4 
Light Transport Vehicle with Four or More Wheels used in Sport and 
Leisure Activities 

6.8 Other Specified Light Transport Vehicle with Four or More Wheels 

6.9 Unspecified Light Transport Vehicle with Four or More Wheels 
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7 Heavy Transport Vehicle 

7.1 Bus or Coach 

7.2 Truck 

7.8 Other Specified Heavy Transport Vehicle 

7.9 Unspecified Heavy Transport Vehicle  

  

8 Rail Vehicle 

8.1 Railway Train 

8.2 Streetcar, Tram 

8.3 Funicular, Monorail 

8.8 Other Specified Rail Vehicle 

8.9 Unspecified Rail Vehicle  

  

9 Special Industrial, Agricultural or Construction Vehicle 

9.1 Special Vehicle used in Industry 

9.2 Special Vehicle used in Agriculture 

9.3 Special Vehicle used in Construction 

  

10 Special All-Terrain or Off-Road Vehicle 

10.1 Snowmobile 

10.2 Hovercraft Operating on Land or Swamp 

10.3 Four Wheel Drive Vehicle, 4x4 

10.4 Quad Bike, ATV 

10.8 Other Specified All-Terrain or Off-Road Vehicle 

10.9 Unspecified All-Terrain or Off-Road Vehicle 

  

11 Watercraft 

11.1 Merchant Ship 

11.2 Passenger Ship 

11.3 Fishing Boat, Trawler 

11.4 Other Specified Powered (Motorised) Watercraft 

11.5 Sailboat, Unpowered Yacht 

11.6 Powered Watercraft 

11.7 Jet Ski 

11.8 Other Specified Unpowered Watercraft 

11.9 Unspecified Watercraft, Powered or Unpowered 

  

12 Aircraft 

12.1 Powered Aircraft 

12.2 Unpowered Aircraft 

12.4 Space Craft 

12.5 Parachute used in Descent from Damaged Aircraft 

12.6 Parachute used in Descent from Undamaged Aircraft 

12.9 Unspecified Aircraft 

  

98 Other Specified Mode of Transport 

  

99 Unspecified Mode of Transport 

  

888 Still Enquiring 

  

999 Unlikely To Be Known 

Guide for Use: This data field is only displayed and mandatory when Mechanism of Injury 
is coded as ó1.01 ï Transport Injury Eventô. 

Select the code which best represents the method by which the deceased 
was travelling at the time of the injury event. 

Mode of Transport involves two (2) levels of coding for the majority of 
categories, with the second level providing a detailed description of the 
actual object. 
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If the deceased was hit, injured, killed, run over, knocked down, dragged 
or crushed by a vehicle and was not specified as being an occupant of the 
vehicle, code as a pedestrian. 

If the deceased had been an occupant of a vehicle immediately prior to an 
incident involving the deceased being run over by own vehicle, code as 
Occupant Out Of Vehicle.  Includes driver or passenger who falls out of 
vehicle, who exits vehicle to open a gate, jumped from moving vehicle. 

If the deceased was known to be an occupant of a vehicle at the time of 
the incident, code as appropriate for the vehicle in which the deceased 
was travelling. 

If more than one vehicle is specified and the particular vehicle in which the 
deceased was travelling is not identified, code as ó98 ï Unspecified Mode 
of Transportô. 

A person boarding or alighting from a mode of transport is deemed to be a 
user of the vehicle. 

Verification Rules: This field must not be null if there is a transport factor involved in the 
causation of death. 

ó888 ï Still Enquiringô is not valid for closed cases. 

Related Items:  Context; Counterpart; Mechanism of Injury;  
Object or Substance Producing Injury; User. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

3 01/07/2007 4 01/07/2010 

5 01/07/2014   

Definition Source: ICECI: Version 1.2. 

Organisation Source: WHO. 

NCIS Table Source: Mechanism. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments: This data item is based on the information on categories V01 to V79 in 
Chapter XX of ICD-10.  Concepts and definitions are unchanged here, to 
facilitate mapping between ICECI and ICD-10. 
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Multiple Fatality Event 

Identifying and Definitional Attributes 

Definition: An identification number allocated to cases where the one event resulted in 
multiple fatalities. 

Context: To assist users in the identification of events which resulted in multiple 
fatalities, and to link multiple case records to a single events.  Will assist with 
analysis of the impact of multiple fatality events. 

Relational and Representational Attributes 

Data Type: Alphanumeric Form: Identifier 

Field Size: Min. 20 Max. 20 Layout: E-JJ-YYYY-NNNNN-NN-N 

Status: Advisable. 

Reported For: Single events which resulted in more than one death. 

Reported When: Generating the MFE, usually when the first case involved in the event is 
processed. 

Codeset: Allocated as an amalgamation of several data fields, refer to individual data 
definitions for further information. 

E Event Flag 

JJ Jurisdiction Identifier 

YYYY Event Year 

NNNNN Event Number 

NN Event Description 

N Event Type 

Guide for Use: Event number is automatically allocated, in sequence, upon completion of the 
required data fields. 

Verification Rules:  

Related Items: Event Date, Event Description, Event Details, Event Flag, Event Number, 
Event Title, Event Type, Event Year, Jurisdiction Identifier, Local Case 
Number, NCIS Number. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/2010   

Definition Source: NCIS 

Organisation Source: NCIS 

NCIS Table Source: Multiple Fatality Event 

Data Entry: Coded via the NCIS Interface or Local Case Management Systems (or 
equivalent) in Coronial Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments: Allocated by NCIS for National Events, Allocation by jurisdiction for 
State/Territory events. 



NCIS Data Dictionary ï Version 3 (Revised), September 2018  149 

No Object 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: Identifies that there was no particular object or substance involved in 
causing death. 

Context: The mechanism of injury causing death does not always have a 
corresponding object or substance involvement.  This data item enables 
the lack of a contributing object or substance to be recorded. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Numeric Form: Code 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 1 Layout: N 

Status: Conditional Mandatory. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Mandatory where Mechanism of Injury is coded (i.e. where Case Type =  
ó2 ï Death by External Cause(s)ô) and there is no Object or Substance 
involved in the event resulting in death. 

May be reported for cases with any other Case Type - Completion 
(Natural death, Body not recovered, Unknown) where it is determined that 
an external factor contributed to the death and a Mechanism of Injury has 
been coded. 

Codeset: Tick Box. 

Guide for Use: Completion of this data item indicates that no object or substance was 
involved in causing death. For example this applies to Mechanism of 
Injury categories: 

¶ ó7 ï Physical Over-Exertion; and  

¶ ô98.06 ï Neglect, Abandonment, or Lack of Necessities of Lifeô 

Verification Rules: This field may be null. 

Related Items:  Mechanism of Injury; Object or Substance Producing Injury. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Case Death. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Object or Substance Producing Injury 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: Objects, substances and phenomena which produce the injury/ies causing 
death. 

Context: Physical trauma results from the transfer of energy, in one form or 
another, to the tissues that are damaged.  The energy (Mechanism of 
Injury) is conveyed by means of objects (e.g. a car), substances (e.g. hot 
water) and other phenomena of the physical world (e.g. electricity, 
radiation).  This data item provides specific categories for the coding of 
objects/substances commonly involved in injury events and some broader 
categories to encompass the majority of objects/substances. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type:  Numeric Form: Code 

Field Size: Min. 2 Max. 8 Layout: NN.NN.NN 

Status: Conditional Mandatory. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Mandatory where Mechanism of Injury is coded (i.e. where Case Type =  
ó2 ï Death by External Cause(s)ô) and there is an Object or Substance 
involved in the event resulting in death. 

May be reported for cases with any other Case Type - Completion 
(Natural death, Body not recovered, Unknown) where it is determined that 
an external factor contributed to the death and a Mechanism of Injury has 
been coded. 

Codeset: Refer Supplementary Codeset 8 for Inclusions and Exclusions. 

1 Land Vehicle Or Means Of Land Transport 

1.01 Person-Powered Means of Transport 

1.01.01 Transport Vehicle Drawn or Pushed by Person 

1.01.05 Pedal Cycle 

1.01.98 Other Specified Person-Powered Means of Transport 

1.01.99 Unspecified Person-Powered Means of Transport 

  

1.02 Animal-Powered Means of Transport 

1.02.01 Animal Being Ridden 

1.02.05 Animal-Drawn Vehicle 

1.02.98 Other Specified Animal-Powered Means of Transport 

1.02.99 Unspecified Animal-Powered Means of Transport 

  

1.03 Motorised Two- or Three- Wheeled Vehicle 

1.03.01 Motorcycle 

1.03.05 Moped, Scooter, VespaÊ 

1.03.10 Three-wheeled Motor Vehicle or Scooter 

1.03.15 Motorised Bicycle 

1.03.98 Other Specified Motorised Two- or Three- Wheeled Vehicle 

1.03.99 Unspecified Motorised Two- or Three- Wheeled Vehicle 
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1.04 Light Transport Vehicle with Four or More Wheels 

1.04.01 Passenger Car 

1.04.05 Light Truck, Utility Van, Utility (Ute), Pick Up Truck 

1.04.08 Four Wheel Drive, Sport Utility Vehicle, Jeep 

1.04.10 Minibus 

1.04.98 Other Specified Light Transport Vehicle with Four or More Wheels 

1.04.99 Unspecified Light Transport Vehicle with Four or More Wheels 

  

1.05 Heavy Transport Vehicle with Four or More Wheels 

1.05.01 Bus, Coach 

1.05.10 Tractor-trailer, Articulated Truck, 18 Wheeler, Rig 

1.05.30 Heavy Truck NEC 

1.05.60 Trailer or Horse-Float 

1.05.98 Other Specified Heavy Transport Vehicle with Four or More Wheels 

1.05.99 Unspecified Heavy Transport Vehicle with Four or More Wheels 

  

1.06 Rail Vehicle 

1.06.01 Streetcar, Tram, Electric Car, Car Trolley 

1.06.05 Train 

1.06.10 Funicular, Monorail, or Other Similar Rail Vehicle 

1.06.98 Other Specified Rail Vehicle 

1.06.99 Unspecified Rail Vehicle 

  

1.07 Parts/Components of Land Vehicle or Means of Land 
Transport 

1.07.01 Vehicle Doors, NEC 

1.07.05 Vehicle Seatbelts, Deploying Airbags 

1.07.10 Tyre (Tire) or Battery (attached, unattached) 

1.07.15 Vehicle Window or Windshield 

1.07.20 Interior of Vehicle 

1.07.25 Engine of Vehicle 

1.07.98 Other Specified Part/Component of Land Vehicle or Means of 
Transport 

1.07.99 Unspecified Part/Component of Land Vehicle or Means of Transport 

  

1.98 Other Land Vehicle or Means of Land Transport 

1.98.01 Cable Car, Ski Chair Lift, Ski Lift with Gondola 

1.98.05 Motorised Wheelchair 

1.98.10 Small-Sized Motorised Vehicles for Children 

1.98.15 Motorhome, Campervan 

1.98.20 Caravan 

1.98.30 Go Kart 

1.98.40 Mobility Scooter, Gopher 

1.98.98 Other Specified Land Vehicle or Means of Land Transport 

  

1.99 Unspecified Land Vehicle or Means of Land Transport 
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2 Mobile Machinery Or Special Purpose Vehicle 

2.01 Mobile Machinery/Special Purpose Vehicle mainly used in 
Agriculture 

2.01.01 Ride-on Lawnmower 

2.01.05 Tractor  

2.01.10 Harvesting Machine 

2.01.15 Auger, Post-hole Digger 

2.01.20 Equipment Towed or Powered by Tractors, NEC 

2.01.98 Other Specified Mobile Machinery or Special Purpose Vehicle used in 
Agriculture 

2.01.99 Unspecified Mobile Machinery or Special Purpose Vehicle used in 
Agriculture 

  

2.02 Mobile Machinery/Special Purpose Vehicle mainly used in 
Industry 

2.02.01 Forklift or Lift Truck 

2.02.05 Mobile Crane 

2.02.10 Battery-Powered Airport Passenger Vehicle 

2.02.15 Logging Car 

2.02.20 Coal-Car in Mine 

2.02.25 Tram, Truck or Tub in Mine or Quarry 

2.02.30 Garbage Truck 

2.02.98 Other Specified Mobile Machinery or Special Purpose Vehicle mainly 
used in Industry 

2.02.99 Unspecified Mobile Machinery or Special Purpose Vehicle mainly 
used in Industry 

  

2.03 Mobile Machinery/Special Purpose Vehicle mainly used in 
Construction 

2.03.01 Grader 

2.03.05 Front-end Loader, Bulldozer 

2.03.10 Excavator, Digger, Mechanical Shovel 

2.03.15 Road Roller 

2.03.98 Other Specified Mobile Machinery or Special Purpose Vehicle mainly 
used in Construction 

2.03.99 Unspecified Mobile Machinery or Special Purpose Vehicle mainly 
used in Construction 

  

2.98 Other Mobile Machinery or Special Purpose Vehicle 

2.98.01 Ambulance 

2.98.05 Fire Truck, Fire Engine 

2.98.08 Police Vehicle 

2.98.10 Race Car 

2.98.15 Snowmobile, Ski Scooter 

2.98.20 Special All-Terrain Vehicle/Off-Road Vehicle, Quad Bike 

2.98.98 Other Specified Mobile Machinery or Special Purpose Vehicle 

  

2.99 Unspecified Mobile Machinery or Special Purpose Vehicle 
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3 Watercraft Or Means Of Water Transport 

3.01 Powered (Motorised) Watercraft or Means of Water 
Transport 

3.01.01 Merchant Ship, Cargo Ship, Oil Tanker 

3.01.05 Passenger Ship, Passenger Liner, Ocean Liner 

3.01.10 Fishing Boat, Trawler 

3.01.15 Ferry Used for Short Trips Across Closed Waters (e.g. Small Lake, 
Minor River) 

3.01.20 Motorised Yacht, Motorboat, Powered Boat, Personal Powered 
Watercraft 

3.01.23 Dinghy, Runabout 

3.01.25 Jet Ski 

3.01.30 Houseboat 

3.01.40 Hovercraft 

3.01.50 Airboat 

3.01.60 Submarine or Related Craft 

3.01.98 Other Specified Powered Watercraft or Means of Water Transport 

3.01.99 Unspecified Powered Watercraft or Means of Water Transport 

  

3.02 Unpowered Watercraft or Means of Water Transport 

3.02.01 Sailboat, Unpowered Yacht 

3.02.05 Canoe, Kayak,  Row Boat, Pirogue, Piragua 

3.02.10 Wave Board, Surfboard, Paddle Ski 

3.02.15 Windsurfer 

3.02.98 Other Specified Unpowered Watercraft or Means of Water Transport 

3.02.99 Unspecified Unpowered Watercraft or Means of Water Transport 

  

3.03 Part/Component of Watercraft (Powered or Unpowered) 

  

3.98 Other Specified Watercraft or Means of Water Transport 

  

3.99 Watercraft, Unspecified as Powered or Unpowered, or 
Unspecified Means of Water Transport 

  

4 Aircraft Or Means Of Air Transport 

4.01 Powered Aircraft or Means of Air Transport 

4.01.01 Helicopter 

4.01.03 Gyrocopter, Gyroplane 

4.01.05 Airship, Blimp 

4.01.10 Ultralight Powered Aircraft 

4.01.15 Private Fixed-Wing Powered Aircraft 

4.01.20 Commercial Fixed-Wing Powered Aircraft 

4.01.40 Military Fixed-Wing Powered Aircraft 

4.01.50 Spacecraft 

4.01.98 Other Specified Powered Aircraft or Means of Air Transport 

4.01.99 Unspecified Powered Aircraft or Means of Air Transport 
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4.02 Unpowered Aircraft or Means of Air Transport 

4.02.01 Passenger Balloon, Unpowered 

4.02.05 Parachute 

4.02.10 Hang-glider 

4.02.15 Glider 

4.02.20 Kiteboard 

4.02.98 Other Specified Unpowered Aircraft or Means of Air Transport 

4.02.99 Unspecified Unpowered Aircraft or Means of Air Transport 

  

4.03 Part/Component of Aircraft (Powered or Unpowered) 

  

4.98 Other Specified Aircraft or Means of Air Transport 

  

4.99  Unspecified Aircraft or Means of Air Transport 

  

5 Furniture/Furnishing 

5.01 Bed, Bedding or Bedding Accessories 

5.01.01 Bunk Bed 

5.01.05 Special Bed, Orthopaedic Bed or Stretcher 

5.01.10 Hammock 

5.01.15 Mattress, Sleeping Mat 

5.01.20 Bed 

5.01.25 Pillow, Cushion 

5.01.30 Bedrails 

5.01.35 Bedding, Bed Clothes 

5.01.98 Other Specified Bedding or Bedding Accessories 

5.01.99 Unspecified Bedding or Bedding Accessories 

  

5.02  Chair, Sofa 

5.02.01 Upholstered Chair, Sofa, Couch, Lounge, Divan 

5.02.05 Hard Chair, Couch, Bench 

5.02.10 Rocking, Gliding Chair 

5.02.15 Folding Chair 

5.02.20 Revolving Chair 

5.02.25 Stool 

5.02.30 Commode Chair 

5.02.98 Other Specified Chair, Sofa 

5.02.99 Unspecified Chair, Sofa 

  

5.03 Table, Stand, Cupboard, Shelf or Partition 

5.03.01 Rack, Bookshelf, Bookcase 

5.03.05 Cabinet, Cupboard, Side Board, Chest of Drawers, Tall Boy, Dresser 

5.03.10 Dining Room/Kitchen Table, Kitchen Bench 

5.03.15 Coffee Table  

5.03.20 Night Table, End Table 

5.03.25 Desk, Workbench 

5.03.30 Television Table, Stand, Cupboard 

5.03.35 Folding Table 

5.03.40 Room Divider or Partition 

5.03.50 Fixtures of Cabinet, Cupboard, Drawers 

5.03.98 Other Specified Table, Stand, Cupboard, Shelf or Partition 

5.03.99 Unspecified Table, Stand, Cupboard, Shelf or Partition 
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5.04 Decoration, Decorating Item 

5.04.01 Rug, Mat, Loose Carpet 

5.04.05 Draperies, Curtains 

5.04.10 Roller/Venetian Blind or Indoor Shutter 

5.04.15 Window Covering Hardware 

5.04.20 Mirror or Mirror Glass 

5.04.25 Portrait, Picture, Picture Frame or Other Wall Hanging or Similar 
Decoration 

5.04.30 Ornament, Bric-a-brac, Knick-Knack, Statue, Vase, Urn 

5.04.35 Christmas Tree 

5.04.40 Holiday Decorations 

5.04.98 Other Specified Decoration, Decorating Item 

5.04.99 Unspecified Decoration, Decorating Item 

  

5.98 Other Specified Furniture/Furnishing 

  

5.99 Unspecified Furniture/Furnishing 

  

6 Infant Or Child Product 

6.01 Baby or Child Article 

6.01.01 Baby Pram, Buggy, Pusher, Stroller, Carriage 

6.01.05 Baby Walker 

6.01.10 Baby Exerciser, Jumper, or Portable Swing (Home Use) 

6.01.15 High Chair, Booster Seat 

6.01.20 Baby or Child Car Seat 

6.01.25 Potty Chair, Training Seat 

6.01.30 Cot, Crib, Baby Bed 

6.01.45 Playpen, Travel Yard 

6.01.50 Baby Gate or Barrier 

6.01.55 Baby Carrier (Back Pack Type) 

6.01.60 Baby Carrier (Pedal Cycle) 

6.01.65 Baby Baths or Bathinettes 

6.01.68 Baby Bath Seat/Chair 

6.01.70 Changing Table 

6.01.75 Pacifier, Dummy 

6.01.80 Baby Bottle or Nipple 

6.01.85 Diaper, Nappy 

6.01.90 Diaper Fastener 

6.01.98 Other Specified Baby or Child Article 

6.01.99 Unspecified Baby or Child Article 

  

6.02 Toy 

6.02.01 Tricycle (Child's) or Other Ride-On Toy 

6.02.05 Toy Vehicle, Tonka ToyÊ 

6.02.10 Toy Gun or Related Accessory 

6.02.18 Other Toy Weapon or Projectile Toy 

6.02.20 Toy - Art, Craft or Kit 

6.02.25 Board Game or Accessory/Piece 

6.02.30 Toy Sports Equipment 

6.02.45 Ball, General, Other Than Sport Specific 

6.02.50 Flying Toy 
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6.02.55 Doll, Doll Accessory or Part, Stuffed Toy 

6.02.60 Balloon (Toy) 

6.02.65 Other Inflatable Toy 

6.02.70 Marble, Bead 

6.02.75 Play Tent, Tunnel, or Other Enclosure 

6.02.80 Toy Box or Chest 

6.02.98 Other Specified Toy 

6.02.99 Unspecified Toy 

  

6.03 Playground Equipment 

6.03.01 Tree House, Play House 

6.03.05 Flying Fox 

6.03.10 Monkey Bar 

6.03.18 Other Playground Climbing Apparatus 

6.03.20 Slide, Sliding Board 

6.03.25 Swing, Swing Set 

6.03.30 Seesaw, Teeter Totter 

6.03.45 Powered Amusement Rides 

6.03.98 Other Specified Playground Equipment 

6.03.99 Unspecified Playground Equipment 

  

6.98 Other Specified Infant or Child Product 

  

6.99 Unspecified Infant or Child Product 

  

7 Appliance Mainly Used In Household 

7.01 Cooking or Kitchen Appliance 

7.01.01 Electric Kettle 

7.01.05 Electric Frying Pan, Deep Fryer 

7.01.10 Electric Bread Making Machine 

7.01.15 Food Processor, Blender, Juicer 

7.01.20 Powered Knife 

7.01.25 Electric Toaster, Toaster Oven 

7.01.26 Microwave Oven 

7.01.30 Other Electric Cooking or Food Processing Appliance 

7.01.45 Stove, Oven, Cooktop 

7.01.55 Pressurised Kerosene/Paraffin Cooking Stove 

7.01.56 Other Type of Kerosene/Paraffin Cooking Stove 

7.01.60 Coal Pot 

7.01.61 Chulo Stove 

7.01.65 Barbeque, WeberÊ Grill, Outdoor Cookers/Griller, Outdoor Clay 
Oven 

7.01.70 Dishwasher 

7.01.75 Refrigerator, Freezer 

7.01.98 Other Specified Cooking or Kitchen Appliance 

7.01.99 Unspecified Cooking or Kitchen Appliance 

  

7.02 Cleaning or Laundering Appliance or Tool 

7.02.01 Washing Machine 

7.02.05 Other Specified Clothes Cleaning Appliance 

7.02.10 Clothes Dryer 

7.02.15 Clothes Iron, Press 
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7.02.16 Clothesline, Clothes Drying Rack, Clotheshorse 

7.02.20 Cleaning Tool (Unpowered) 

7.02.25 Vacuum Cleaner 

7.02.30 Powered Cleaning Tool NEC 

7.02.40 Ironing Board 

7.02.50 Cleaning Appliance Hose or Fixture 

7.02.98 Other Specified Cleaning or Laundering Appliance or Tool 

7.02.99 Unspecified Cleaning or Laundering Appliance or Tool 

  

7.03 Lighting Appliance 

7.03.01 Free-standing Gas, Oil or Kerosene Lamp 

7.03.02 Electric Lamp 

7.03.05 Other Specified Lamp or Lamp Component 

7.03.10 Battery-Operated Torch 

7.03.15 Candle, Candlestick 

7.03.98 Other Specified Lighting Appliance 

7.03.99 Unspecified Lighting Appliance 

  

7.04 Heating or Cooling Appliance 

7.04.01 Fan 

7.04.05 Electric or Gas Radiator, Heater 

7.04.10 Kerosene Heater 

7.04.20 Electric Blanket 

7.04.98 Other Specified Heating or Cooling Appliance 

7.04.99 Unspecified Heating or Cooling Appliance 

  

  

7.05 Sewing Appliance or Equipment 

7.05.01 Sewing Machine 

7.05.05 Scissors 

7.05.10 Pin, Needle 

7.05.98 Other Specified Sewing Appliance or Equipment 

7.05.99 Unspecified Sewing Appliance or Equipment 

  

7.06 Entertainment Appliance 

7.06.01 Television 

7.06.05 Video Recorder, DVD Player 

7.06.10 Video Camera, Camera, Digital Camera or Accessory 

7.06.15 Sound Equipment 

7.06.98 Other Specified Entertainment Appliance 

7.06.99 Unspecified Entertainment Appliance 

  

7.98 Other Household Appliance 

7.98.01 Cord of Household Appliance, Extension Cord 

7.98.98 Other Specified Household Appliance 

  

7.99 Unspecified Household Appliance 
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8 Utensil or Container 

8.01 Cooking or Food Processing Utensil 

8.01.01 Non-Electric Kettle 

8.01.05 Knife NEC 

8.01.10 Cooking Pot, Pan 

8.01.15 Pressure Cooker 

8.01.20 Cutlery, Food Preparation Utensil 

8.01.98 Other Specified Cooking or Food Processing Utensil 

8.01.99 Unspecified Cooking or Food Processing Utensil 
  

8.02 Crockery, Kitchen Container 

8.02.01 Drinking Glass, Cup Made from Glass or China, etc. 

8.02.05 Plate, Bowl, Dish made from Glass or China, etc. 

8.02.10 Glass Bottle or Jar 

8.02.15 Container made from Plastic, Wood or Clay 

8.02.98 Other Specified Crockery, Kitchen Container 

8.02.99 Unspecified Crockery, Kitchen Container 
  

8.03 Cleaning Utensil or Container 

8.03.05 Bucket, Pail 

8.03.10 Broom, Mop 

8.03.98 Other Specified Cleaning Utensil or Container 

8.03.99 Unspecified Cleaning Utensil or Container 
  

8.04 Food Storage or Related Utensil or Container 

8.04.01 Tinned Container, Tin Can 

8.04.05 Box or Carton Containing Food or Drink 

8.04.10 Grocery or Shopping Trolley/Cart 

8.04.98 Other Specified Food Storage or Related Utensil or Container 

8.04.99 Unspecified Food Storage or Related Utensil or Container 
  

8.98 Other Utensil or Container 

8.98.01 Rubbish Bin, Trash Can, Dumpster 

8.98.08 Heavy Container, Box, Package NEC 

8.98.18 Bag, Sack NEC 

8.98.98 Other Specified Utensil or Container 
  

8.99 Unspecified Utensil or Container 

  

9 Item Mainly For Personal Use 

9.01 Clothes, Foot wear, or Related Products 

9.01.01 Belt, Braces, Suspenders, Sash 

9.01.05 Button 

9.01.10 Other Specified Clothes Fastener 

9.01.15 Shoe, Sandal, Slipper, Boot 

9.01.20 Shoelace, Shoe Buckle 

9.01.25 Shirt, Blouse, T-Shirt, Trousers, Slacks, Jacket, Coat, Outerwear 

9.01.30 Nightclothes, Pyjamas, Nightwear, Underwear, Undergarment, 
Lingerie 

9.01.35 Neck Tie, Scarf 

9.01.40 Socks, Stockings, Tights 

9.01.98 Other Specified Clothes, Footwear or Related Product 

9.01.99 Unspecified Clothes, Footwear or Related Product 
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9.02 Clothing Accessory or Personal Decoration Item 

9.02.01 Wristwatch, Jewellery 

9.02.98 Other Specified Clothing Accessory or Personal Decorative Item 

9.02.99 Unspecified Clothing Accessory or Personal Decorative Item 
  

9.03 Personal Grooming Utensil 

9.03.01 Hair Dryer, Curling Iron, Curler 

9.03.05 Comb, Hairbrush 

9.03.10 Razor, Razor Blade 

9.03.15 Electric Shaver 

9.03.20 Electric Toothbrush 

9.03.25 Towel, Hand Towel 

9.03.28 Other Toothbrush 

9.03.98 Other Specified Personal Grooming Utensil 

9.03.99 Unspecified Personal Grooming Utensil 
  

9.04 Toiletries, Cosmetics or Related Product 

9.04.01 Cleaning Agent for Contact Lenses 

9.04.05 Dental Care Products 

9.04.10 Cotton Swab, Cotton Bud, Q-TipÊ 

9.04.15 Soap 

9.04.20 Deodorants 

9.04.25 Perfume, Cologne 

9.04.35 Hair Colouring Preparation 

9.04.40 Hair Removal Preparation, Depilatory 

9.04.43 Other Hair Care Product 

9.04.45 Nail Polish or Nail Polish Remover 

9.04.50 Body or Facial Cream/Lotion 

9.04.55 Body Powder, Talc 

9.04.60 Cosmetics NEC 

9.04.65 Suntan or Sunscreen Products, Self-tan Products 

9.04.70 Essential Oils, Oils used in Aromatherapy 

9.04.98 Other Specified Toiletries or Related Product 

9.04.99 Unspecified Toiletries or Related Product 
  

9.05 Communication or Related Utensil or Accessory 

9.05.01 Telephone, Mobile Phone, Cellular Phone 

9.05.05 Personal Computer or Related Accessory 

9.05.10 Fax Machine and Other Related Equipment 

9.05.11 Typewriter Correction Fluid 

9.05.15 Pen, Pencil 

9.05.20 Other Stationery Item 

9.05.98 Other Specified Communication or Related Utensil or Accessory 

9.05.99 Unspecified Communication or Related Utensil or Accessory 
  

9.06 Arts and Crafts Supplies 

9.06.01 Artist Paint 

9.06.05 Chalk, Crayon 

9.06.10 Glazes 

9.06.15 Canvas 

9.06.20 Adhesive Tape 

9.06.98 Other Specified Arts and Crafts Supplies 

9.06.99 Unspecified Arts and Crafts Supplies 
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9.07 Personal Aid 

9.07.01 Eyewear 

9.07.05 Wheelchair 

9.07.10 Cane, Walker, Walking Stick, Walking Frame 

9.07.15 Prosthesis 

9.07.20 Rubber Bathtub Mat 

9.07.25 Shower or Bath Chair 

9.07.98 Other Specified Personal Aid 

9.07.99 Unspecified Personal Aid 

  

9.08 Tobacco or Related Product 

9.08.01 Cigarette, Cigar, Pipe 

9.08.05 Lighter, Match 

9.08.10 Aids to Quit Smoking 

9.08.98 Other Specified Tobacco or Related Product 

9.08.99 Unspecified Tobacco or Related Product 

  

9.98 Other Personal Use Item 

9.98.01 Vaporiser, Humidifier 

9.98.05 Oil Burner 

9.98.10 Condom, or Other Contraceptive Device 

9.98.15 Sex Aids 

9.98.20 Alarm Clock, Clock 

9.98.25 Umbrella 

9.98.30 Coins 

9.98.40 Hand-held Fan 

9.98.45 Personal Entertainment Device 

9.98.98 Other Specified Personal Use Item 

  

9.99 Unspecified Personal Use Item 

  

10 Equipment Mainly Used In Sports/Recreational 
Activity 

10.01 Ball used in Sport 

10.01.01 Soft Ball 

10.01.05 Puck, Hard Ball 

10.01.98 Other Specified Ball 

10.01.99 Unspecified Ball 

  

10.02 Hand-held Sports Equipment 

10.02.01 Spear, Javelin NEC 

10.02.05 Bow, Arrow (Bow and Arrow), Bolt (Crossbow) NEC 

10.02.10 Other Specified Sports Projectile 

10.02.15 Bat, Hockey Stick 

10.02.20 Racquet 

10.02.25 Ice Pick  

10.02.30 Skipping Rope 

10.02.35 Gym or Exercise Weights 

10.02.98 Other Specified Hand-held Sports Equipment 

10.02.99 Unspecified Hand-held Sports Equipment 
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10.03 Equipment/Structure for Playing Sports and Exercise 

10.03.01 Net 

10.03.05 Rugby Pole, Net Pole, Goal Post 

10.03.10 Trampoline 

10.03.15 Gymnastic Equipment 

10.03.20 Sports Mat 

10.03.25 Diving Board, Platform 

10.03.30 Exercise, Fitness Equipment - Movable (Portable) 

10.03.35 Exercise, Fitness Equipment - Fixed 

10.03.88 Other Specified Equipment/Structure for Playing Sports/Exercise - 
Movable (Portable) 

10.03.98 Other Specified Equipment/Structure for Playing Sports/Exercise - 
Fixed 

10.03.99 Unspecified Equipment/Structure for Playing Sports/Exercise 

  

10.04 Equipment with Wheels or Designed for Movement, Mainly 
for use in Sports/Recreational Activity 

10.04.01 Rollerskates, Rollerski, In-line Skates, Roller Blades 

10.04.05 Skateboard 

10.04.10 Folding Scooter 

10.04.15 Waterski 

10.04.20 Snow Ski 

10.04.25 Snow Board 

10.04.30 Ice Skate 

10.04.35 Sled, Toboggan, Sleigh, Snow Disk, Snow Tube 

10.04.98 Other Specified Sports/Recreational Equipment with Wheels or 
Equipment Designed for Movement 

10.04.99 Unspecified Sports/Recreational Equipment with Wheels or 
Equipment Designed for Movement 

  

10.05 Underwater Diving Equipment 

10.05.01 Aqualung 

10.05.05 Diving Belt, Weight 

10.05.10 Wetsuit 

10.05.15 Goggle/Mask, Flipper/Fin, Snorkel 

10.05.20 Hookah, Surface Diving Equipment 

10.05.98 Other Specified Diving Equipment 

10.05.99 Unspecified Diving Equipment 

  

10.98 Other Equipment for Sports/Recreational Activity 

10.98.01 Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) designed for use in Sports 

10.98.98 Other Specified Equipment for Sports/Recreational Activity 

  

10.99 Unspecified Equipment for Sports/Recreational Activity 

  

11 Tool, Machine, Apparatus Mainly Used For Work-
Related Activity 

11.01 Machinery or Fixed Plant 

11.01.01 Cutting/Slicing Machinery or Fixed Plant 

11.01.05 Crushing/Pressing Machinery or Fixed Plant 

11.01.10 Heating/Cooking Machinery or Fixed Plant 

11.01.15 Refrigeration Machinery or Fixed Plant 

11.01.20 Lifting Machinery 
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11.01.25 Hoist Machinery 

11.01.30 Crane Machinery or Fixed Plant 

11.01.35 Elevated Work Platform 

11.01.40 Conveyors, etc. 

11.01.45 Mains - Gas, Water, Sewerage, Steam, Hot Water, Electricity 

11.01.50 Shearing Plant 

11.01.55 Dairy/Milking Plant 

11.01.60 Press 

11.01.65 Garbage Compactor 

11.01.70 Threshing Machine 

11.01.71 Chaff-Cutter, Fodder-Cutter 

11.01.98 Other Specified Machinery or Fixed Plant 

11.01.99 Unspecified Machinery or Fixed Plant 

  

11.02 Powered Hand Tool/Equipment 

11.02.01 Drill 

11.02.05 Chainsaw 

11.02.10 Other Power Saw 

11.02.15 Welder, Welding Equipment 

11.02.20 Nail Gun, Stud Driver 

11.02.25 Grinder, Buffer, Polisher, Sander 

11.02.28 Powered Turning or Gripping Tool 

11.02.30 Powered Garden Tool 

11.02.35 Powered Push Lawnmower 

11.02.40 Industrial Vacuum Cleaner 

11.02.98 Other Specified Powered Hand Tool/Equipment 

11.02.99 Unspecified Powered Hand Tool/Equipment  

  

11.03 Unpowered Hand Tool/Equipment 

11.03.01 Push Lawnmower (Unpowered) 

11.03.05 Hammer, Mallet 

11.03.10 Chopping Tool 

11.03.15 Cutting Tool 

11.03.20 Digging or Tilling Tool 

11.03.25 Lifting Tool 

11.03.28 Unpowered Turning or Gripping Tool 

11.03.30 Nail, Screw, Tack, etc. 

11.03.35 Fishhook used for Work-Related Activity 

11.03.40 Rat/Mouse Trap used for Work-Related Activity 

11.03.98 Other Specified Unpowered Hand Tool/Equipment 

11.03.99 Unspecified Unpowered Hand Tool/Equipment 

  

11.04 Pressure-based Equipment 

11.04.01 Gas Cylinder 

11.04.05 Pressurised Hose, Pipe 

11.04.10 Compressor, Generator 

11.04.98 Other Specified Pressure-based Equipment 

11.04.99 Unspecified Pressure-based Equipment 

  

11.05 Other Unpowered Equipment 

11.05.01 Ladder, Movable Step 

11.05.05 Scaffolding 



NCIS Data Dictionary ï Version 3 (Revised), September 2018  163 

11.05.10 Helmet 

11.05.15 Earplugs 

11.05.20 Welding Mask 

11.05.28 Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) NEC 

11.05.30 Fire Extinguisher 

11.05.35 Jumper Leads, Cables 

11.05.98 Other Specified Unpowered Equipment 

11.05.99 Unspecified Unpowered Equipment 

  

11.98 Other Tool, Machine, Apparatus, Mainly used for Work-
Related Activities 

11.98.01 Mechanical Power Transmission Device 

11.98.98 Other Specified Tool, Machine, Apparatus 

  

11.99 Unspecified Tool, Machine, Apparatus, Mainly used for 
Work-Related Activities 

  

12 Weapon 

12.01 Sharp Object 

12.01.01 Spear, Javelin designed as Weapon 

12.01.05 Arrow (Bow and Arrow) or Bolt (Crossbow) designed as Weapon 

12.01.10 Knife designed as Weapon 

12.01.15 Sword, Dagger, Bayonet, Machete, Panga, Cutlass 

12.01.20 Spear Gun 

12.01.98 Other Specified Sharp Object 

12.01.99 Unspecified Sharp Object 

  

12.02 Firearm or Related Item 

12.02.01 Bullet, Pellet 

12.02.05 Hand Gun 

12.02.10 Rifle 

12.02.15 Shotgun 

12.02.20 Airgun 

12.02.98 Other Specified Firearm or Related Item 

12.02.99 Unspecified Firearm or Related Item 

  

12.98 Other Weapon 

12.98.01 Club, Cudgel, Rod, Knopkierie 

12.98.05 Electrical Prod, Stun Gun 

12.98.10 Capsicum Spray, Mace, Pepper Spray 

12.98.98 Other Specified Weapon 

  

12.99 Unspecified Weapon 

  

13 Animal, Plant, Or Person 

13.01 Plant 

13.01.03 Tree, Plant 

13.01.05 Leaves, Flowers 

13.01.13 Mushroom, Toadstool, Fungus 

13.01.25 Plant Seed 

13.01.30 Fruit from Plant 

13.01.34 Plant Thorn 
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13.01.35 Branch or Stick (as separate from tree, plant) 

13.01.50 Venomous or Toxic Plant NEC 

13.01.98 Other Specified Plant 

13.01.99 Unspecified Plant 

  

13.02 Bird 

13.02.01 Ostrich, Emu 

13.02.05 Parrot, Parakeet, Cockatoo 

13.02.10 Raven, Crow, Magpie 

13.02.98 Other Specified Bird 

13.02.99 Unspecified Bird 

  

13.03 Insect, Invertebrate 

13.03.01 Bee 

13.03.05 Wasp 

13.03.10 Hornet 

13.03.15 Ant 

13.03.20 Spider 

13.03.25 Scorpion 

13.03.30 Tick 

13.03.35 Centipede, Millipede 

13.03.98 Other Specified Insect, Invertebrate 

13.03.99 Unspecified Insect, Invertebrate 

  

13.04 Land Mammal 

13.04.01 Dog 

13.04.05 Cat 

13.04.10 Rat, Guinea Pig, Mouse 

13.04.15 Pig, Wild Boar 

13.04.20 Sheep, Goat 

13.04.25 Cow, Bull, Bovine Animals 

13.04.30 Horse, Pony, Donkey, Mule, Ass 

13.04.35 Baboon, Monkey, Chimpanzee, Gorilla 

13.04.40 Marsupials 

13.04.45 Deer, Moose, Antelope, Zebra, Wildebeest 

13.04.50 Hippopotamus 

13.04.55 Lion, Puma, Panther, Cougar, Mountain Lion, Tiger 

13.04.60 Bear, Grizzly Bear, Polar Bear 

13.04.65 Elephant 

13.04.70 Buffalo, Bison, African Buffalo 

13.04.98 Other Specified Land Mammal 

13.04.99 Unspecified Land Mammal 

  

13.05 Marine Animal 

13.05.01 Shark 

13.05.05 Other Fishes 

13.05.10 Sea Snake 

13.05.15 Marine Mammal 

13.05.20 Jellyfish 

13.05.25 Coral 

13.05.98 Other Specified Marine Animal 

13.05.99 Unspecified Marine Animal 
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13.06 Reptile or Amphibian 

13.06.01 Non-Venomous Snake 

13.06.05 Venomous Snake 

13.06.10 Snake, Unspecified Whether Venomous or Not 

13.06.15 Lizard, Gecko, Goanna 

13.06.20 Frog, Toad 

13.06.25 Crocodile, Alligator 

13.06.98 Other Specified Reptile or Amphibian 

13.06.99 Unspecified Reptile or Amphibian 

  

13.07 Person(s) 

13.07.01 Person, Self 

13.07.10 Crowd of People 

13.07.15 Person, Other  

13.07.98 Other Specified Person 

13.07.99 Unspecified Person 

  

13.98 Other Specified Animal 
  

13.99 Unspecified Animal 

  

14 Building, Building Component, Or Related Fitting 

14.01 Building Fitting 

14.01.01 Flush Toilet 

14.01.05 Pit Latrine 

14.01.10 Bathtub 

14.01.15 Shower 

14.01.18 Shower Frame 

14.01.20 Fitted Counter, Counter-top, Kitchen Top 

14.01.25 Light Fitting or Fixture 

14.01.98 Other Specified Building Fitting 

14.01.99 Unspecified Building Fitting 

  

14.02 Door, Window, or Related Fitting/Feature 

14.02.01 Door, Door Sill 

14.02.05 Glass Door 

14.02.10 Security Door or Gate, Fly Gate 

14.02.15 (Burglar) Bars on Windows 

14.02.20 Window 

14.02.25 Exterior Window Shutters 

14.02.30 Awning, Canopy 

14.02.35 Door Handle, Door Hinge 

14.02.98 Other Specified Door or Window Related Fitting/Feature 

14.02.99 Unspecified Door or Window Related Fitting/Feature 

  

14.03 Floor or Related Fitting/Feature 

14.03.01 Floor - Carpeted 

14.03.05 Floor - Tile, Brick, Concrete 

14.03.10 Floor - Wood 

14.03.15 Floor - Mud, Clay, Animal Dung 

14.03.98 Other Specified Floor or Related Fitting/Feature 

14.03.99 Unspecified Floor or Related Fitting/Feature 
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14.04 Wall or Related Fitting/Feature 

14.04.01 Fireplace 

14.04.05 Built-in Barbeque 

14.04.10 Wall - Brick, Concrete, Tile 

14.04.15 Wall - Wood 

14.04.20 Wall - Mud, Clay, Animal Dung 

14.04.25 Towel, Hand Rail 

14.04.30 Wall or Ceiling Hook 

14.04.98 Other Specified Wall or Related Fitting/Feature 

14.04.99 Unspecified Wall or Related Fitting/Feature 

  

14.98 Other Building, Building Component or Fitting 

14.98.01 In-ground Swimming Pool 

14.98.02 Above-ground Swimming Pool, External Spa or Hot Tub 

14.98.05 Fence, Gate 

14.98.10 Moving Ramp, Escalator 

14.98.15 Lift, Elevator 

14.98.16 Stairs, Steps 

14.98.20 Handrail, Railing, Banister, Balustrade 

14.98.30 Balcony, Roof 

14.98.35 Rafter, Beam 

14.98.40 Pergola, Gazebo 

14.98.45 Bus or Tram Shelter 

14.98.50 Electrical Transmission Line in or around Building 

14.98.55 Fittings/Pipes for Gas, Steam, Hot Water 

14.98.57 Drain Pipes, Downpipe 

14.98.60 Electrical Fixture 

14.98.61 Ducted Air-conditioning Unit or Related Fitting 

14.98.62 Non-ducted Air-conditioning Unit or Related Fitting 

14.98.70 Bridge 

14.98.75 Wharf, Jetty, Pier 

14.98.80 External and Non-permanent Building Fixture 

14.98.85 Walk In Robe 

14.98.90 Water Tank 

14.98.95 Building Insulation 

14.98.98 Other Specified Building, Building Component or Fitting 

  

14.99 Unspecified Building, Building Component or Fitting 

  

15 Ground Surface or Surface Conformation 

15.01 Ground Surface 

15.01.01 Cliff 

15.01.05 Slope, Ramp 

15.01.10 Trench, Ditch, Pit 

15.01.15 Sewer Grate 

15.01.20 Open Drain, Channel 

15.01.30 Gutters, Drains, Kerbs 

15.01.35 Bush, Remote or Undeveloped Place 

15.01.40 Cave 

15.01.45 Embankment 

15.01.50 Footpath 



NCIS Data Dictionary ï Version 3 (Revised), September 2018  167 

15.01.55 Roadway 

15.01.60 Gorge 

15.01.65 Ground ï Grass, Dirt 

15.01.70 Ground ï Concrete, Brick, Rock 

15.01.98 Other Specified Ground Surface 

15.01.99 Unspecified Ground Surface 

  

15.02 Body of Water 

15.02.01 Man-made Well, Dug Well for Underground Water 

15.02.05 Water Reservoir 

15.02.15 Puddle 

15.02.20 Dam, Lake, Waterhole 

15.02.25 River, Stream, Creek 

15.02.30 Swamp, Marsh 

15.02.35 Beach, Seashore, Rocks 

15.02.40 Open Sea, Ocean 

15.02.50 Fishpond/Ornamental Lake 

15.02.55 Waterfall 

15.02.98 Other Specified Body of Water 

15.02.99 Unspecified Body of Water 

  

15.98 Other Surface Conformation 

15.98.08 Sloping Surface NEC 

15.98.18 Even Surface NEC 

15.98.28 Uneven Surface NEC 

15.98.98 Other Specified Surface Conformation 

  

15.99 Unspecified Surface Conformation 

  

16 Material NEC 

16.01  Natural Material 

16.01.01 Snow, Ice 

16.01.05 Natural Grass 

16.01.08 Rock, Stone, NEC 

16.01.10 Wood - Timber, Board, Splinter NEC 

16.01.15 Gravel, Soil, Sand NEC 

16.01.19 Hay, Straw 

16.01.20 Grain in Bulk 

16.01.98 Other Specified Natural Material 

16.01.99 Unspecified Natural Material 

  

16.02 Manufactured/Industrial Material 

16.02.01 Artificial Grass 

16.02.05 Bitumen, Asphalt 

16.02.08 Brick, Concrete, Concrete Block 

16.02.10 Molten Metal 

16.02.18 Metal - Sheet, Part, Piece etc. 

16.02.28 China, Ceramics - Sheet, Part, Piece etc. 

16.02.30 Molten Glass 

16.02.38 Glass - Sheet, Piece, Shard, etc. 

16.02.40 Frozen Liquid or Gas (with temperature < 0
0
C / 32

0
F) 
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16.02.58 Plastic 

16.02.68 Paper, Cardboard, etc. 

16.02.75 Asbestos 

16.02.80 Cloth, Material 

16.02.98 Other Specified Manufactured/Industrial Material 

16.02.99 Unspecified Manufactured/Industrial Material 

  

16.98 Other Material, NEC 

  

16.99 Unspecified Material, NEC 

  

17 Fire, Flame, Smoke 

17.01 Fire, Flame 

17.01.01 Burning Oil 

17.01.05 Other Burning Liquid 

17.01.10 Burning Gas NEC 

17.01.15 Controlled Fire, Flame in Building or Structure 

17.01.20 Controlled Fire, Flame, Not in Building or Structure 

17.01.25 Uncontrolled Fire, Flame in Building or Structure 

17.01.30 Uncontrolled Fire, Flame Not in Building or Structure 

17.01.40 Ignition of Highly Flammable Material 

17.01.50 Self Immolation 

17.01.60 Bushfire, Wildfire 

17.01.98 Other Specified Fire or Flame 

17.01.99 Unspecified Fire or Flame 

  

17.02 Smoke 

17.02.10 Smoke Inhalation 

  

17.99 Unspecified as to Whether Fire, Flame, or Smoke Caused 
the Injury 

  

18 Hot Object/Substance NEC 

18.01 Hot Liquid 

18.01.01 Hot Tap Water 

18.01.05 Boiling Water (Other than Tap Water) 

18.01.98 Other Specified Hot Liquid 

18.01.99 Unspecified Hot Liquid 

  

18.02 Hot Air or Gas 

18.02.01 Steam, Hot Vapour 

18.02.98 Other Specified Hot Air or Gas 

18.02.99 Unspecified Hot Air or Gas 

  

18.98 Other Specified Hot Object/Substance 

  

18.99 Unspecified Hot Object/Substance 
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19 Food, Drink 

19.01 Food , Drink, or Related Product 

19.01.05 Hot Cooking Oil or Fat 

19.01.10 Hot Solid Food 

19.01.15 Hot Drink 

19.01.20 Cold Solid Food 

19.01.25 Cold Drink - Non-Alcoholic 

19.01.40 Baby Formula, Food 

  

19.98 Other Specified Food, Drink 

  

19.99 Unspecified Food, Drink 

  

20 Pharmaceutical Substance For Human Use 
  

 
To allow for easier maintenance and revision the ñPharmaceutical 
Substance For Human Useò is stored separate to the NCIS Data 
Dictionary. 

  

 
Refer to the Supplementary Codesets available on the NCIS website.   
[www.ncis.org.au]   

  

21 Other Non-Pharmaceutical Chemical Substance 

21.01 Glue or Adhesive 

21.01.01 Contact Glue 

21.01.05 Epoxies 

21.01.10 Cyanoacrylate Glue (Super GlueÊ) 

21.01.98 Other Specified Glue or Adhesive 

21.01.99 Unspecified Glue or Adhesive 

  

21.02 Fuel or Solvent 

21.02.01 LPG Gas, Natural Gas, Methane Gas, Propane Gas, Butane Gas 

21.02.05 Petrol, Diesel, Gasoline 

21.02.10 Lubricating Oils, Motor Oil 

21.02.15 Methylated Spirits 

21.02.20 Kerosene/Paraffin  

21.02.25 Turpentine 

21.02.38 Alcohol, Methanol NEC  

21.02.40 Ethylene Glycol, Antifreeze 

21.02.45 Toluene 

21.02.98 Other Specified Fuel or Solvent 

21.02.99 Unspecified Fuel or Solvent 

  

21.03 Paint, Coating or Stripping Agent 

21.03.01 Paint, Varnish, Stain 

21.03.05 Paint Thinner, Paint Stripper 

21.03.10 Rust Remover 

21.03.98 Other Specified Coating or Stripping Agent 

21.03.99 Unspecified Coating or Stripping Agent 

  

  

  

  



 

170                NCIS Data Dictionary ï Version 3 (Revised), September 2018 

21.04 Pet (Veterinary) Product, Pesticide, Herbicide 

21.04.01 Pet (Veterinary) Product  

21.04.05 Mouse, Rat Poison 

21.04.06 Moth Repellent 

21.04.10 Organophosphate NEC 

21.04.15 Synthetic Pyrethroids 

21.04.18 Other Insecticide 

21.04.25 Fungicide 

21.04.30 Weed Killer, Herbicide 

21.04.35 Strychnine 

21.04.40 Paraquat 

21.04.98 Other Specified Pesticide Herbicide 

21.04.99 Unspecified Pesticide, Herbicide 

  

21.05 Cleaning Agent 

21.05.01 Detergent for Dishes or Dishwasher, Rinse Aid 

21.05.05 Laundry Detergent or Additive, Fabric Softener, Stain Remover 

21.05.10 Dry Cleaning Agent NEC 

21.05.15 Bleach, Soaking Agent 

21.05.20 Chlorine 

21.05.25 Lye Soap 

21.05.30 Disinfectants 

21.05.35 Drain Cleaners 

21.05.98 Other Specified Cleaning Agent 

21.05.99 Unspecified Cleaning Agent 

  

21.06 Reactant used in Chemical Industry Process, Industry 
Manufacturing NEC 

21.06.05 Cyanide 

21.06.10 Hydrogen Sulphide 

21.06.15 Hydrochloric Acid 

21.06.20 Sodium Hydroxide, Caustic Soda 

  

21.98 Other Non-Pharmaceutical Chemical Substance 

21.98.01 Motor Vehicle Exhaust Gas 

21.98.03 Other Sources of Carbon Monoxide 

21.98.05 Carbon Dioxide NEC 

21.98.10 Helium Gas 

21.98.15 Mercury 

21.98.20 Lead 

21.98.28 Heavy Metal NEC 

21.98.30 Plant Food or Fertiliser, Plant Hormones 

21.98.40 Fabric Dye 

21.98.50 Leather Dye 

21.98.60 Food Dye 

21.98.70 Photographic Products 

21.98.80 Traditional Medicine, Folk Remedy NEC 

21.98.85 Nitrogen 

21.98.90 Barbeque Heat Beads, Cooking Charcoal 

21.98.98 Other Specified Non-Pharmaceutical Chemical Substance 

  

21.99 Unspecified Non-Pharmaceutical Chemical Substance 
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40 Medical/Surgical Device 

40.01 General Hospital or Personal Use Device 

40.01.01 Hypodermic Needle/Syringe 

40.01.05 Glass Thermometer with Mercury 

40.01.08 Other Type of Thermometer 

40.01.10 Device, Hoist for Lifting Patients 

40.01.15 Bone Cement 

40.01.98 Other Specified General Hospital or Personal Use Device 

40.01.99 Unspecified General Hospital or Personal Use Device 

  

40.02 General or Plastic Surgery Device 

  

40.03 Anaesthesiology Device 

  

40.04 Cardiovascular Device 

  

40.05 Ear/Nose/Throat Device 

  

40.06 Gastroenterology Device 

  

40.07 Neurological Device 

  

40.08 Obstetric or Gynaecological Device 

  

40.09 Ophthalmic Device 

  

40.10 Orthopaedic Device 

  

40.11 Radiological Device 

  

40.12 Physical Medicine Device 

  

40.98 Other Specified Medical/Surgical Device 

  

40.99 Unspecified Medical/Surgical Device 

  

98  Other Object/Substance 

98.01 Law Enforcement Equipment 

98.01.01 Handcuffs 

98.01.98 Other Specified Law Enforcement Equipment 

98.01.99 Unspecified Law Enforcement Equipment 

  

98.02 Public Use Item 

98.02.01 Fire Hydrant 

98.02.05 Telephone Pole, Stobie Pole 

98.02.10 High-tension Overhead Power Line 

98.02.15 Barrier, Railing, Armco Guard Rail 

98.02.20 Boom Gates 

98.02.25 Traffic Control Devices 

98.02.98 Other Specified Public Use Item 

98.02.99 Unspecified Public Use Item 
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98.03 Camping Equipment 

98.03.01 Tent 

98.03.98 Other Specified Camping Equipment  

98.03.99 Unspecified Camping Equipment 

  

98.04 Fastening, Binding, or Securing Item NEC 

98.04.01 Rope, String, or Twine 

98.04.05 Barbed Wire 

98.04.08 Other Wire 

98.04.10 Chain 

98.04.20 Cable 

98.04.30 Strap, Webbing 

98.04.40 Tie Down, Zip Tie 

98.04.50 Dog Leash 

98.04.98 Other Specified Fastening, Binding, or Securing Item 

98.04.99 Unspecified Fastening, Binding, or Securing Item 

  

98.05 Explosive Material or Flammable Object/Substance NEC 

98.05.01 Fireworks 

98.05.05 Explosive 

98.05.98 Other Specified Explosive Material or Flammable Object/Substance 

98.05.99 Unspecified Explosive Material or Flammable Object/Substance 

  

98.06 Weather, Natural Disasters 

98.06.10 Storm 

98.06.15 Flood 

98.06.20 Lightning 

98.06.25 Earthquake 

98.06.30 Volcanic Eruption 

98.06.35 Avalanche etc. 

98.06.40 Prolonged Outdoor Exposure - Heat/Cold 

98.06.42 Prolonged Indoor Exposure ï Heat/Cold 

98.06.45 Exposure to Average Weather Conditions ï Snow, Frost, Rain 

98.06.50 Heatwave 

98.06.98 Other Specified Weather, Natural Disaster 

98.06.99 Unspecified Weather, Natural Disaster 

  

98.07 Personal Pressures 

98.07.05 Gambling 

98.07.10 Substance Addiction 

98.07.15 Work Factors 

98.07.20 Family Factors 

  

98.98 Other Object/Substance 

98.98.01 High-pressure Jet 

98.98.05 Laser Light and Equipment 

98.98.10 Laser Pointer 

98.98.28 Sharp Object NEC 

98.98.38 Blunt Object NEC 

98.98.48 Motor, Engine NEC 

98.98.50 Dry Cell Battery 

98.98.55 Disc Battery 
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98.98.58 Battery NEC 

98.98.60 Animal Cage 

98.98.70 Gastric Content 

98.98.75 Excrement (Human/Animal) 

98.98.78 Blood, Carcass, Body, Bone NEC (Human/Animal) 

98.98.80 Plastic Bag 

98.98.85 Garbage, Litter, Trash 

98.98.88 Environmental Pollution NEC 

98.98.90 Water NEC 

98.98.98 Other Specified Object/Substance 

  

99 Unspecified Object/Substance 

  

888 Still Enquiring 

  

999 Unlikely To Be Known 

Guide For Use: Each applicable case should be allocated at least one object/substance 
code, this is known as the Primary Object or Substance Producing Injury. 

Where necessary to convey the various elements involved, a second 
(secondary 1) and third (secondary 2) Object/Substance code may be 
allocated. 

Example: A person falls from a passenger ship into the sea, and then 
drowns. Code the primary object as sea (natural body of water) and 
secondary1 contributing object as passenger ship.  

Object or Substance Producing Injury coding involves three (3) levels of 
coding; each level is more description resulting in the most detail being 
provided in the third level. 

Although not mandatory, the coding of Mechanism of Injury is acceptable 
for cases which the Case Type coded as Natural Cause, Body Not 
Recovered or Unknown; where external factors are documented as 
contributing to the death in the Pathology Report or Coronial Finding, 
smoking or the use of drugs/alcohol are examples of such external 
factors. 

Verification Rules: This field may be null, where Case Type ï Completion not ó2 ï Death due 
to External Cause(s)ô or where the óNo Objectô data item is selected. 

ó888 ï Still Enquiringô is not valid for closed cases. 

Related Items:  Context; Counterpart; Mechanism of Injury;  
Medical Cause of Death ï Text; Mode of Transport; User. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

3 01/07/2007 4 01/07/2010 

5 01/07/2014 6 01/09/2018 

Definition Source: ICECI v2.1. 

Organisation Source: WHO. 

NCIS Table Source: Mechanism. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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OHS Agency Number 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: If applicable, the number linking the deceased to their OHS agency case. 

Context: To allow easy identification of relevant OHS reports associated with the 
case. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Alphanumeric Form: Alphanumeric 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 16 Layout: See Guide for Use 

Status: Optional. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: As available. 

Codeset: Free text. 

The layout of the number may differ between jurisdictions.   

Guide for Use: Characters should be entered according to the format relevant to 
individual jurisdictions. 

Verification Rules: This field may be null. 

Related Items:   

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/2000   

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Case Death. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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OHS/WHS Investigation 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: Indication of whether a case has been reported to an investigated by an 
appropriate Occupational Health and Safety or Work Safe organisation.  

Context: Provide approved NCIS users with information relating to formal case 
investigations (separate to the coding of the NCIS Work Relatedness data 
field). This will provide users with an opportunity to contact Work Safe 
agencies if needed, to request a copy of the Work Safe investigation. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Numeric Form: Code 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 1 Layout: N 

Status: Optional. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: As available. 

Codeset: Tick Box.   

Guide for Use: Coders are advised to rick the field when a case has been investigated by 
a relevant OHS or Word Safe organisation regardless of the outcome of 
the investigation. 

This field is separate to the coding of the Work Relatedness field which is 
a reflection of the Coroners determination of whether a case was work 
related or not. 

Verification Rules: This field may be null. 

Related Items:  Work Relatedness; Incident Activity Details 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/2014   

Definition Source: NCIS 

Organisation Source: NCIS 

NCIS Table Source: Case Death. 

Data Entry: Coded via the NCIS Interface or Local Case Management Systems (or 
equivalent) in Coronial Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Original Case Number 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: Identify the local case number allocated to the case by the court from 
which the case was transferred for investigation and completion. 

Context: Track movement of cases between courts and/or jurisdictions. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Alphanumeric Form: Alphanumeric 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 16 Layout: Alphanumeric 

Status: Optional. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: As available. 

Codeset: Text. 

Guide for Use: Enter the local case number allocated to the case by the originating court. 

Verification Rules: This field may be null unless Transferred Details = ó1 ï Transferred Inô.  

Related Items:  Case Status; Local Case Number; Transfer Details; Transferred To.  

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/05/2005   

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Case Death. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Perpetrator Relationship to Deceased 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The recognised relationship of the perpetrator to the deceased at the time 
of the assault which resulted in death. 

Context: In the absence of a national, standard definition for ñfamily/domestic 
related deathò it was determined that capturing the relationship between 
the perpetrator and deceased in assault cases would allow NCIS users to 
make their own determination as to which relationships they include in a 
definition of ñfamily/domestic relatedò.  

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Numeric Form: Code 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 2 Layout: NN 

Status: Conditional Mandatory 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Intent ï Case Completion coded as ó3 ï Assaultô 

Codeset: 1 Spouse (married) 

2 De-Facto 

3 Separated/Divorced Spouse 

4 Ex De-Facto 

5 Girlfriend/Boyfriend 

6 Ex Girlfriend/Boyfriend   

7 Extra-Marital Lover/Former Lover 

8 Parent (Biological/Adoptive) 

9 Child (Biological/Adoptive) 

10 Step-Parent (inc. de-facto of parent) 

11 Step-Child 

12 Sibling (Biological/Adoptive) 

13 Step-Sibling/Half-Sibling 

14 Grandparent 

15 Grandchild 

16 Other Family Member 

17 Familial/Kin Relationship within a specific culture  

18 Formal Care Giver  

19 Informal Care Giver  

20 Housemate 

21 Friend 

22 Acquaintance 

23 Relationship Rival  

24 Official Authority  

25 Stranger  

26 Other Relationship  

97 Not Stated 

99 Unknown Perpetrator 
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Guide for Use: Ideally, perpetrator should be coded based on official processes which 
suggest involvement in the assault (either police arrest, charge, finding of 
guilt or reference within coronial finding).  

However in the event there has not been any official processes completed 
in relation to the assault, the perpetrator can be coded based on the 
information provided by police in the notification of death, or police brief.  

In the event there are more than one perpetrator associated with an 
assault, the coding should reflect the relationship with the highest 
interpersonal ranking (e.g. there is a fatal assault in which the deceased 
was beaten by their roommate and 2 of the roommateôs friends. The 
roommate should be the relationship coded as it has a higher 
interpersonal ranking). 

In the event there are more than one relationship categories that could 
apply to a perpetrator, the coding should reflect the relationship with the 
highest interpersonal ranking (e.g. if siblings are also sharing a house, the 
sibling should be the relationship coded, as it has a higher interpersonal 
ranking than roommate).  

In the event that the relationship options have the same interpersonal 
ranking, the relationship that is closest to the top of the table should be 
used (e.g. if the perpetrator is both a grandchild and formal care giver of 
the deceased, code grandchild.) 

Intimate relationships (Spouse, De-facto, Separate/Divorced, Ex De-facto, 
Girlfriend/Boyfriend and Ex-Girlfriend/Boyfriend) apply to both 
heterosexual and homosexual associations between the deceased and 
the perpetrator. 

 14 Grandparent 

Includes biological, adoptive and step grandparents. 

 15 Grandchild 

Includes biological, adoptive and step grandparents. 

 16 Other Family Member 

Includes in-laws, niece/nephew, uncle/aunt, cousin etc. 

 17 Familial/Kin Relationship within a specific culture 

Should be based on cultural recognition of the relationship as 
being ñlike familyò in the relevant person's community. 

 18 Formal Care Giver 

Includes cases where there is a legal or commercial arrangement 
for the provision of care (foster parent, care giver in institution, 
health care provider, baby sitter, etc.). 

 19 Informal Care Giver 

Includes cases where deceased was dependent on the care giver 
in a non-commercial/informal arrangement for daily living activities 
e.g. help with shopping, making appointments, bathing etc. 

 22 Acquaintance 

Includes persons known to deceased outside work other than 
friend. 

 23 Relationship Rival  

Includes those linked by a common intimate partner - partner's 
extramarital lover or an ex-partners new partner. 

 24 Official Authority 

Includes police, military, prison officer, private security. 

 25 Stranger 

Includes persons known to the deceased for less than 24 hours. 

Should be used when the perpetrator was essentially unknown to 
the deceased. 
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 26 Other Relationship 

Includes Employee/Employer, Work Colleague, Landlord/Tenant, 
Student/Teacher, and Gang Member. 

 97 Not Stated 

Should be used when the identity of the perpetrator is known but 
the relationship between the perpetrator and the deceased is 
unknown or not stated. 

 99 Unknown Perpetrator 

Should be used when the identity (and subsequently, relationship) 
of the perpetrator is unknown to investigating authorities at the 
time of case closure. 

Verification Rules: This field may not be null if Intent ï Case Completion = ó3 ï Assaultô. 

Related Items:  Intent ï Case Completion, FDV Related Death 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/2014 2 01/09/2018 

Definition Source: NCIS, Australian Institute of Criminology, International Classification of 
Disease, 10

th
 Edition (ICD-10) 

Organisation Source: NCIS 

NCIS Table Source: Case Death. 

Data Entry: Coded via the NCIS Interface or Local Case Management Systems (or 
equivalent) in Coronial Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Police Case Number 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The number linking the deceased to the police case. 

Context: To allow easy identification of relevant police reports associated with the 
case. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Alphanumeric Form: Alphanumeric 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 16 Layout: Alphanumeric 

Status: Optional. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: As available. 

Codeset: Free text. 

The layout of the number may differ between jurisdictions.   

Guide for Use: Characters should be entered according to the format relevant to 
individual jurisdictions. 

Verification Rules: This field may be null. 

Related Items:   

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/2000   

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Case Death. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Post Mortem Number 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: A unique number that is assigned to a case that has had a post mortem 
performed. 

Context: To allow easy identification of post mortem reports associated with the 
case. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Alphanumeric Form: Alphanumeric 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 30 Layout: Alphanumeric 

Status: Optional. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: As available. 

Codeset: Free text. 

The layout of the number may differ between jurisdictions.   

Guide for Use: Characters should be entered according to the format relevant to 
individual jurisdictions. 

Verification Rules: This field may be null. 

Related Items:  Procedure Type. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/2000   

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Case Death. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Procedure Comment 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: Text information about the procedure(s). 

Context: To provide opportunity for additional information about the procedures 
associated with a particular case to be recorded. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Text Form: Text 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 255 Layout: Text 

Status: Optional. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: As available. 

Codeset: Free text. 

Guide for Use: Describe the specific procedure or results as detailed on the applicable 
procedure report. 

Verification Rules: This field should be completed as necessary. 

Related Items:  Description of Procedure Type ïOther; Procedure Completed;  
Procedure Status; Procedure Type. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/2000   

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Case Death. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Procedure Completed (Finding, Autopsy, Toxicology) 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: Identifies whether a procedure has been performed for each of the 
different procedures types ï Finding, Autopsy and Toxicology. 

Context: Allows users to determine what procedures where conducted during the 
investigation of a fatality and assists with expectations of the availability of 
a procedure report.  Also used for document attachment statistics. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Numeric Form: Code 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 1 Layout: N 

Status: Mandatory. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Case Closed. 

Codeset: 1 Yes 

2 No 

Guide for Use: Relates to three separate data fields which must each be completed prior 
to case closure (located on the NSW/VIC Data Entry Screen for NSW and 
VIC coders and the Case Detail screen of the LCMS). 

Autopsy Done 

Was an Autopsy or Post Mortem completed as part of the coronial 
investigation? (Includes visual inspection of the body or pathologist review 
of medical history and Cause of Death Certificate in absence of body.) 

Toxicology Done 

Was a toxicology analysis completed as part of the coronial investigation? 

Finding/Recommendation Done 

Was a Coronial Finding (including In-Chambers) completed as part of the 
coronial investigation? (Does not include matters dispensed with.) 

The data fields are linked to both the Procedure Status (which specifies if 
the relevant document is available for NCIS users), and Coronial 
Recommendations/Warnings (for Finding/Recommendation Done). 

Verification Rules: This field must not be null. 

Related Items:  Description of Procedure Type ïOther; Procedure Comment;  
Procedure Status; Procedure Type. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/2000 2 01/07/2010 

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Case Death. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments: Informally referred to as ñProcedure Documentò 
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 Procedure Status 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: Identifies the status of each procedure. 

Context: To identify and record the progression of a case in terms of its type/s of 
procedure/s performed. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Numeric Form: Code 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 1 Layout: N 

Status: Optional 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: As available. 

Codeset: 1 Requested 

2 In progress 

3 Completed ï Document Attached 

5 Completed ï Document Not Attached 

6 Completed - Document Sent Directly 

Guide for Use:  

Verification Rules: This field must not be null where Procedure Completed = ó1 ï Yesô. 

Related Items:  Description of Procedure Type ïOther; Procedure Comment;  
Procedure Completed; Procedure Type. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/2000 2 01/07/2010 

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Case Death. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments: Drop down list of choices available. 
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Procedure Type 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: A description of the type of procedure requested to support the coronial 
investigation. 

Context: One or more procedures may be requested for a coronial case, it is 
important to identify the number and type of procedures deemed 
necessary and if a document was produced for each case for coronial and 
epidemiological purposes.  

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Text Form: Text 

Field Size: Min. 1 Max. 16 Layout: Text 

Status: Optional. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: As available. 

Codeset: Autopsy 

Toxicology 

Finding 

Other 

Guide for Use: Complete the relevant coding for the appropriate procedure. 

Verification Rules: This field must not be null where Procedure Completed = ó1 ï Yesô. 

Related Items:  Description of Procedure Type ïOther; Procedure Comment;  
Procedure Document; Procedure Status. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/2000   

Definition Source:  

Organisation Source: NCIS. 

NCIS Table Source: Case Death. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Quality Assured 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: Status of the case in respect to the NCIS Quality Assurance Program. 

Context: An indication of the reliability of the coded data within a case. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Date Form: Date 

Field Size: Min. 10 Max. 10 Layout: DD/MM/CCYY 

Status: Optional Mandatory. 

Reported For: Closed cases, primarily cases that have been processed through the 
NCIS Quality Assurance Program. 

Reported in two key locations: Case Details Screen and results of Query 
Design search. 

Reported When: Cases have been closed. 

Codeset: Case Details Screen 

¶ Quality Assured 

¶ Exempt for Quality Assurance 

 

Query Design Search (Results Output) 

¶ Blank 

¶ Awaiting Review 

¶ Under Review 

¶ Accepted 

Guide for Use: The code is allocated by the NCIS Quality Assurance team upon 
completion of the review of a case.  Only closed cases are reviewed. 

 

Case Details Screen 

Blank 
Case is still open and not eligible for the QA Program.  

Exempt From Quality Assurance 
Case does not meet the criterion for quality review.  Relates to Natural 
Cause deaths where Mechanism of Injury has not been coded and pre-
defined keywords do not appear in any of the Cause of Death fields. 

Quality Assured  
Case has been reviewed and all coding has been accepted as accurate 
based on the information the QA Team has access to.  The case has 
been locked to prevent any further upload of data from changing the case 
(excepting document attachment).  

 

Query Design Search (Results Output) 

Blank 
Case is still open and not eligible for the QA Program.  
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Awaiting Review 
Case has yet to be assessed within the QA Program.  The data on this 
cases has not been verified by the NCIS QA Team, new uploads can still 
be accepted 

Under Review 
Case has not yet been reviewed or is currently under review; however the 
QA team has not yet accepted the coding and does not provide assurance 
as to reliability. 

Accepted 
Case has been reviewed and all coding has been accepted as accurate 
based on the information the QA Team has access to.  The case has 
been locked to prevent any further upload of data from changing the case 
(excepting document attachment). 

Verification Rules: This field may be null. 

Related Items:  Date Case Closed; Status. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/2010 2 13/06/2017 

Definition Source: NCIS 

Organisation Source: NCIS 

NCIS Table Source: Case Death. 

Data Entry: Based on the QA Status provided by the NCIS. 

Comments:  
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Remoteness Area (RA) 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: Remoteness Areas divide Australia on the basis of their relative access to 
services.  

There are six categories of remoteness area: Major Cities of Australia, 
Inner Regional Australia, Outer Regional Australia, Remote Australia, 
Very Remote Australia and Migratory. 

Context: Used for analysis of geographic locations in which injuries resulting in 
death occurred or in which deceased resided. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Numeric Form: Code 

Field Size: Min. 2 Max. 2  Layout: NN 

Status: Specified. 

Reported For: Usual Residential Address and Incident Location for all cases containing 
an address that can be geocoded. 

Reported When: As available. 

A regular review of Residential and Incident address data allows for the 
geocoding of previously uncoded addresses and the revision of applicable 
codes for amended addresses.   

Codeset: Australian Statistical Geography Standard 2016 (ASGS).  ABS Catalogue 
No. 1270.0.55 

0 Major Cities of Australia 

1 Inner Regional Australia 

2 Outer Regional Australia 

3 Remote Australia 

4 Very Remote Australia 

5 Migratory - Offshore - Shipping 

9 No address 

Guide for Use: Can be used alone or in combination with related data fields to identify 
cases based on the geographic location of Incident and Residence.  

Verification Rules: This field may be null. 

Related Items:  Local Government Area (LGA); Statistical Areas Level 2 (SA2); Statistical 
Areas Level 2 (SA3); Statistical Areas Level 4 (SA4). 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 13/06/2017 2 17/09/2018 

Definition Source: ABS 

Organisation Source: NCIS, ABS 

NCIS Table Source: Geocoding 

Data Entry: NCIS Unit. 

Comments: Produced from the geocoding of address information via software.  
Performed by the NCIS ï not entered by coronial offices. 
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Residential Address ï Country 

Identifying and definitional attributes 

Definition: The country of the address where the deceased was known to reside. 

Context: Together with other data elements of the residential address this data item 
forms a complete address. 

Relational and representational attributes 

Data Type: Numeric Form: Code 

Field Size: Min. 4 Max. 4 Layout: NNNN 

Status: Mandatory. 

Reported For: All cases. 

Reported When: Case closed. 

Codeset: Refer Supplementary Codeset 1. 

If the country is unknown, use: 

9777 Not Applicable 

8888 Still Enquiring 

9999 Unlikely To Be Known 

Guide for Use: A country, even if it is comprised of other discrete political entities such as 
states, is treated as a single unit for all data domain purposes.  Parts of a 
political entity are not included in different groups.  Thus, Hawaii is 
included United States of America (ABS, 2008). 

8888 ï Still Enquiring is not valid for closed cases. 

Verification Rules: This field must not be null. 

ó8888 ï Still Enquiringô is not valid for closed cases. 

Related Items:  Residential Address ï Postcode; Residential Address ï State; Residential 
Address ï Street; Residential Address ï Suburb. 

Administrative attributes 

Version: 1 01/07/1998 2 01/07/2000 

Definition Source: ABS Catalogue No.1269.0. 

Organisation Source: ABS. 

NCIS Table Source: Time Location. 

Data Entry: Coded via Local Case Management Systems or equivalent in Coronial 
Jurisdictions by designated staff trained by NCIS. 

Comments:  

 
















































































































































































































































































































