
����������������������	��
������
��������������

������������	��
��������
�����
���������	�������������	����������
��

��������
�����
�������������������������������
����������������������
��

	����������
	�
����������������������������
���������
��������
���������

�����

���	����	�
���������
�����������
����������
��
���������	��	��������

�����
���
�����
��	������������
��
�����
����������
����������
���������
�

�	�����������	�����������
�����
���������������������	���������
�

������������������
����	��
��������������������������������
��	�����������
��

�	��
�����������
��
��������������
��	������������������������������
��

�	��������
����������������

 
�����	��������������������
�������	�������
������������
���������
�

��������	�
��	���������������������
���������	���������������������
�������

��������������!	�����
�����	�������������������������������
�������������

������������������������
�����
�����������
���	��������
����������

�������

����
���
��������
���"�������������������	��#$ %���������������	��	�

���	������	������������	������"����������������	���
��������
����������

����������������	���������	����
�
������#$ %������	������	�������
��
�

�����������
��������������&������
�����
����	��	�����������

!	��������������
����������	��������
��#$ %����
�����
��
�������� ������

���	���������
�����	����
��������
��������
���������������������������
�

��������	��������	����	��	��'
�
��$���(������	������
��
��	��#$ %��
�

�����������������������
���������
��	�������	������������
�����	���������
��

 ������	�����
��"��������������
��������������	�����	��#$ %������������


���	�������������
������	��#$ %�������
�
���)�������������

*	+�,-./�0123�3343���

5�������*������

6�
������#$ %��

      Fatal Facts 
�
������������
�����	���

#����
���$���
���� 
��������
�%������,#$ %/��
	
��
�
������

�

�����

������������
��
��������

�������
����������
��

��� !�"�#�
�$	��������

�%&'()*�"�������

!++,�

�


���-#���.��$�
�

���.
���.��$.���

��������� ��

	�
�����
������� ��

�������������
��� ��

������������� ��

�������
�����
�� ��

����
������������ ���

������������ ���

���� ��!������ ���

�
������	��������/�



"�����
�#�

�

0�
�����1�������

 

 
��	���������
�������������������	���������������������
�����
����������	�
��

����
������
��
���������������������
��	��#$ %�������
�-47-879--.��
��.47-:79--.����

��

 ���������������	����
��������
��������
���
������	����������
���
����
��	����������
��

��������������������
�����	��������������	��#$ %����������������
�����������������
��

���
����������	������������
�����
������������
����
���	���������������������������
��

�
��	��'#$ %�%����	(������
���������
��'
�
��$���(��!	�����������
��	��	��������	������

����
���������
��	��%����	�!����������
�����	���������
��

���

 ������	������������
�����������
�����
�����������������"�������������������
������������

�	��#$ %���������������������
���	�������������
�������������������
��;���������

6�����<������������	)�������������
�,-./�0123�3.9.��

Fatal Facts 

2�
���3�4++��

$������

�

����������$��
���

�

� #�������������	���
��	��#$ %�,������3�5�
�����9--8/+����������������������� 28�9.:��

� #�����������
��
�����
���
����
��	��#$ %������������������������
��

-47-879--.��
��.47-:79--.+������������� ����������������������� ����������������������� 9�344��

� #����������������
�����
������������������������������
��

-47-879--.��
��.47-:79--.=+������������ ����������������������� ����������������������� 42��

�

�

=�
�������������������������
���
������������	�����������
�����
������������������������2���

Disclaimer: The precis of coronial findings detailed within this publication have been produced by 
NCIS staff, with the best efforts made to accurately summarise  the circumstances, findings and recom-
mendations made by the coroner in each case. Despite this, it should be noted that the material pro-
duced in this publication is not an authorised summary or exact replication of coronial findings, and as 
such, the original finding in its entirety should  always be accessed should any reference to the content 
of a coronial finding be made.  
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ACT.2002.206 

Head injuries sustained by Deceased driver in collision with  
vehicle exiting a car yard carpark. Recommendations made in relation to the Minister for 
Urban Services considering whether or not a 50 KPH speed zone be implemented in the 

area, and review of parking policies with respect to cars being parked on  
nature strips outside car yards in the area. 

 

 
NSW.2001.2051 

Motor vehicle swept off weir by flood waters, resulting in drowning of driver.  
Recommendation made to local council that they review the safety aspects of public access 

to the weir as a matter of urgency. 

NT.2002.28* 

During course of police pursuit of vehicle carrying 11 occupants the vehicle left the road 
and overturned, resulting in one of the rear passengers bring thrown from the vehicle, sus-

taining a severed spine.  
Recommendations made concerning review of the need for high speed pursuits, along with 

the method, supervision and training of police in such pursuits. 

NT.2002.161 

Following hospitalisation for pneumonia and a bladder neck incision,  
the deceased was discharged from hospital and sent home by bus,  

to be cared for by relatives until his death later that month.  
Cause of death: acute renal failure with associated sever acidosis and hyperkalemia.  

Issues raised during inquest regarding the quality and quantity of communication between 
medical and nursing staff at the hospital in relation to the pre-discharge state of health of 

the deceased and the discharge planning for the deceased. Recommendations made in rela-
tion to the hospital reviewing and enhancing its admission and discharge procedures, that 

procedures be introduced to facilitate reporting of renal patients to, and review by the renal 
team prior to discharge. 

SA.2000.1728* 

Acute necrotising haemorrhagic mediastinitis resulting from complications following an 
elective endoscopy operation.  

At inquest issues arose concerning the standard of treatment given to the deceased at 
particular stages after the endoscopy operation. 

Recommendations made concerning the establishment of appropriate arrangements for 
emergency evacuation and  transfer of patients in rural and remote areas and greater com-

munication between general practitioners and specialists. 

SA.2000.1752* 

Fatal crash of Piper Navajo Chieftain Aircraft with eight persons on-board.  
Examination of the wreckage and report prepared by the Australian Transport Safety Bu-

reau. Evidence that  more than fifteen crankshift failures in Textron  
Lycoming engines had occurred since the Piper Navajo crashed.   

Recommendations made concerning Pilot Operating Handbooks and Operators Manuals,  
International Communications between regulators, On-board recorders, Self-deploying 

Emergency Locater Transmitters and Lifejackets. 

TAS.2002.563* 
Chest and abdominal injuries sustained by deceased in tractor accident.  

Recommendation made that operators leaving the cabin of heavy vehicles switch off the 
machine to prevent smiliar occurrences happening.  

VIC.2000.3623 

Deceased was arrested by police for drunkeness and conveyed to Custody Centre. Later 
found by custodial staff to be pulseless, cyanosed and not breathing.  

Death resulted from aspiration of vomit due to alcohol and drug toxicity. 
Issues arising during investigation: the appropriateness of the decision to lodge the de-

ceased at the Custody Centre, the management of the deceased while in custody, policies 
and procedures in handling intoxicated persons, and the emergency response and resucita-
tion effort. Recommendations made relate to ACM Policies and Procedures, monitoring by 
senior staff, and the establishment of a ‘hand-over’ between police and custodial staff in 

relation to drug and alcohol affected persons. 
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VIC.2000.4184       

The deceased was a crew member of a vessel competing in a yacht race. During a strong 
wind squall the deceased was swept overboard. Although rescued by the crew of another 

yacht, the deceased was unable to be revived. Key issues addressed during the investigation 
were the failure of the deceased to wear a personal flotation device, along with failed ‘man 

overboard’ and general rescue procedures. Lengthy recommendations concerning issues 
such as the mandatory wearing of PFD’s by the yachting community,  the review of the 

Australian Standard in relation to the design and style of PFD’s,  encouragement for the use 
of Personal Locator Beacons, and changes to race and radio management amongst others. 

VIC.2001.1016       

Death of 7 month old infant from meningococcal septicaemia following earlier hospitalisa-
tion and discharge of brother. 

Recommendations pertain to the hospital developing and instituting a training program to 
ensure staff are aware of the core elements of the guidelines relating to the treatment of 
suspected meningococcal disease and for consideration to be given to having the Clinical 
Educator or a Clinical Nurse Specialist attend the Advanced Life Support course with a 

view to becoming better equipped to adequately train other staff. 

VIC.2002.225 

Double recreational boating fatality. Issues regarding the hire of the aluminium boat, the 
lack of safety equipment (including PFD’s) and briefing provided to the party by the hire 

company, and level of alcohol intoxication of the deceased were raised during the investiga-
tion. Adoption of earlier recommendation concerning the mandatory wearing of PFD’s by 

the recreational boating community encouraged. 

VIC.2002.1173       
Cardiac failure following acute respiratory arrest following aspiration of food occurring at 

nursing home.  Recommendation that reportable deaths not being reported be brought to the 
attention of the AMA for educational purposes. 

VIC.2002.1332       

Double recreational boating fatality. Issues regarding the hire of the aluminium boat, the 
lack of safety equipment (including PFD’s) and briefing provided to the party by the hire 

company, and level of alcohol intoxication of the deceased were raised during the investiga-
tion. Adoption of earlier recommendation concerning the mandatory wearing of PFD’s by 

the recreational boating community encouraged. 

VIC.2002.2773*     

Deceased collapsed at home and was transferred to hospital. Whilst in the Emergency De-
partment the handle of an ECG monitor machine fell onto the deceased, striking his head/

shoulder region, leading to a loss of consciousness. Recommendation relating to safety prac-
tices of treating patients with heavy equipment. 

VIC.2002.2836       
Double recreational boating fatality.  

Recommendation made concerning the definition of “Coastal waters” within the Recrea-
tional Boating Safety Handbook. 

VIC.2002.2857       
Double recreational boating fatality.  

Recommendation made concerning the definition of “Coastal waters” within the Recrea-
tional Boating Safety Handbook. 

VIC.2002.2828*     

Double inboard ski-boat fatality. Recommendations made concerning the amendment of the 
Marine Act 1988 and Marine Regulations 1999 to require occupants of recreational vessels 
in Victoria wear a PFD Type 1 at all times, and that recreational vessels with inboard mo-

tors be fitted with a “dead man switch”. 

VIC.2002.2872*     

Double inboard ski-boat fatality. Recommendations made concerning the amendment of the 
Marine Act 1988 and Marine Regulations 1999 to require occupants of recreational vessels 
in Victoria wear a PFD Type 1 at all times, and that recreational vessels with inboard mo-

tors be fitted with a “dead man switch”. 
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To log onto NCIS 
 
To log onto the NCIS, follow these steps: 
 
1. Go to the NCIS web address of www.ncis.org.au, and select the option “NCIS Access for Authorised Users”. 
2. Enter your username and password.  
3. You will be presented with the NCIS welcome screen. 

 
Finding cases using the NCIS number 
 
The NCIS number is a number given to a case to uniquely identify it on the NCIS, and it consists of three 
components being Case State, Case Year and State Sequence 
 
Once you have logged into NCIS, to find a case using the NCIS number: 
1. Select “Find Case” from the NCIS Search Menu on the top right hand corner of the Welcome screen.  
2. On the Find Case Screen enter the Case State, Case Year and State Sequence (as detailed in the NCIS number) 
into the appropriate sections of the search fields and click search. 
 
The example below shows how to find a case with the NCIS number of NT.2000.169 
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Fatal Facts Feedback Form 
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